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EHE Teſtimony of the Church of Scotland, fine her 
Reformation from Popery; has been ſtated and pro-— 
ſecuted for the Right and Prerogatives of the King x 
Office of the Lord Jeſus, for his ſole Headſhip and Royal - 
Supremacy over the Church his ſpirirual Ki And 


5 his Kingdom has been of _ 


ten encroached upon by the Powers of this Earth, io it 
has been expreſly witneſſed and wreſtled for by the Fol- 
lowers of the Lamb in this Land, unto the Spoiling of their 


Goods, unto Impriſonments and Baniſhments, yea, even 


unto cruel Tortures and Reſiſting unto Blood. In like 
Manner, the Judicatories of the Kirk of Scotland, in all 
their ſeveral Contendings in her reforming Periods, have 
expreſly witneſſed for the Order, Government and Diſ- 
cipline of the Houſe of God, agreeable to the Patters 
fown in the Mount of Scripture-revelarion, againſt Prela- 
tick Tyranny, Sectarian Diſorder and Confufion, and Era- 
— | a —_— the Prerogatives of ro who is, 
is Father's znation and Appointment, King over 
Zion the Hill of bis Holineſs. „ OA E 3 b e 
If we ſhall ſeriouſly conſider the State of Matters in 


| the Church of Scotland at preſent, we ſhall find; that, 
ſince the mild Treatment which was given to a Scheme of 


ous and pernicious Principles, by the General As- 
ſembly that met Anno 1717, when Mr. Simſon was dif- 
milled from the Bar of that Aſſembly, with a general Ad- 
monition, without any particular expreſs Teſtimony a- 


| _ his ſeveral pernicious Principles, Laxneſs both in 


nnciple and Practice has prevailed from Time to Time, 
Error has taken deep Root, it has been on the growing 
12nd, and Errors ſtill more groſs and more dangerous 
kave been diſſeminate amongſt us; the true Deity of the 
great God our r of the Holy Ghoft gone 
5 8 2 du 
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the Pes, 


rob the Redeemer of his eſſential G 


bent upon them: But finding, that inficad of returning 


Sanctifier and Comforter, has been impugned and denied; 
the Jdnhot has been exalted and ſetup in the Temp 
3 3 5 
he Pref, in their profane Ridicule of the ſeveral peculiar 
and ſpecial Doctrines of revealed Religion? I know-notif 
we can = TN unto them 1 fince the firſt 
ſpreading of Chriſtianity amongſt the Nations. 
ee Be Ke Len fag e il 


Redeemer, on whoſe Head are many Crowns, has been in 
a ſpeci Rider 4 former Times, and may even in our 


Day be, reckoned the Word of Chrift's Patience given unto 


the Church of Scotlavd, and for which ſhe is called faith. 
fully to contend; yet in theſe perillous Times in which 
ene kan is caſt, wherein many groſs and dangerous Errors 
abound, whereby the Foundations of our Chriſtian Faith 
are ſubverted, ſhe is loudly called to en 


ny, and to bear more expreſs Witneſs unto the true Deity 


of the Perſon of Chriſt, and to his Prophetick and Pricfily | 


Offices, againſt a Generation of Men, who endeavour to 
Glory, and who pro- 
fanely trample _ many important Truths of Revealed 
Religion, held forth from the Word of God, in our er- 
exllenr ee of Faith. I; 
In the Year 1733, the Judicatories of this National 
Church thruſt out Foxy Miniſters from Miniſterial Com- 
munzon with them, for no other Reaſon but becauſe they 
profeffed, for their own Exoneration, againſt an Ack and 
Sentence, reſtraining that Freedom and Liberty of tefti- 
ying defirinally againſt publick Sins and Deſections, which 
longs to their Office 2s Minifters, both by the Word of 
God, and by the Acts and Conſtitutions of this National 
Church; whereupon the faid Miniſters judged it their 
to aſſociate together in a Presbyterial Capacity, being 
waded from the Word of God, that the Keys of G.. 
ernment and Diſcipline are given to Miniſters of the Gol- 
pel, as well as the Key of Doctrine, and that the former 
may and ought to be exerciſed by Miniſters Two or Thres 
in collegio, and that it is not Numbers, hut the Tub un 


their Side, that — Authority and Weight to the Act 


and Deciſions of any Church judicatory, Matth. xvi. 19. 
and xviti. 18, 19, 20. And, having conititute themſelves 
into a Presbytery, they waited t 'Years, to ſee if the 

ent Judicatorics would diſcharge the Duties incum- 
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ing was carried on, and particularly, that in the 
Year 1736 Error was juſtiſied at the Bar of the Aſſembly 
that met the ſaid Year, and diſmiſſed without any Cenſure 
x all; therefore they did emit a Fudicial Ad and Tes. 
my, condemning ſeveral Steps of Defection, both in pre» 
ſent and former Times, from that Reformation-purity once 
x:tained unto in this National Church, as alſo aſſerting the 
Truth in Oppoſition to ſeveral groſs and dangerous Errors 
that had been brought unto the Bar of the Judicatorics, 
and which they diſmiſſed without any due or ſuitable Te- 
flimony agaioft them: And Fur other Miniſters found it 


| their Duty to declare their Conjunction with the foreſaid 


Vindication ef the Church of an 
Eſſay on Separation, and a Vindication of the Church of 
Satland, are equivalent Terms, as the Title imports, I leave 
it to himſelf, or the Recommenders of his Book to ex 
plain. That which I here notice is, that, through the 
Whole of his Book, he ranks the Aſſociate Mini a- 
the moſt rigid Separatiſts; he joins them with the 
eſt Sectarians, and lays the Charge of Schiſm againſt 
them. In his Preface, p. 11. he tells his Reader, That 
theſe Brethren © are doing what they can, to rent, ruine, 
and occaſion Separation from the Church of Scotland.” 
This is a —— indeed: But, does not our 
Author make ſome Acknowledgment (Cay, p. 59.) that 
the Church of Stland may be worſe at this Day than 
ſometimes formerly? Does he not profeſs to regrete the 
hae Omiſſions, with reſpe& to a judicial Teflimeny for 
Truth, that have been juſtly ce ined of? Does he not 
own that there are many Things both amongſt Miniſters 
_ * r for bitter —— and 3 
221. tho' he is very ſparing in condeſcending 


R 1 K EFACE 
"3 wo jaltify expreſly/any of rhe. Steps of © 


Presby 
— —4— ew of them; tharthey are c 


niſters, of Ruining and Renting. the Church, will further 


———— . nam 
heir judicial Act and Teſtimony; 2 5 


Points, and therefore, according to him, not fir” 
for 1 . — oo Aſſociate Pr 
done, for w t Renting and Raining 
Church is brought of chew) They have even done 
what our * ay acknowledges the 3 of the 
Church ſhould have done; chey 1 have ict condemned 
ſome Steps of Defection, and aſſerted the Truths in Op- 
Poſirion unto ma particular Errors of the preſent Times, 


the 


Which they have in like Manner particularly and ex 
condemned: Are they therefore Schiſmaticls, . 


Ruiners of the Church? Lea, ſays our Author, 


und that becauſe they teſtify in a Way of . Bur 


can à judicial Teſtimony for Truth, aid againft a Courſe 
of Deſection, be obtained in a Way of Conjunction with 
the preſent Judicatories? E He cannot refuſe that the Judi 
catories decline to diſcharge this Duty: Qught the Duty 
thorefore to be neglected Dyke . . are 2 
with their Management? Ii agreeable either to the 

Word of God, or ſound Reaton; to ſay, - Becauſe: the 


2 .of an Eceleſtaſtick Body carry on a Courle 


fection, and, inſtead of doing Juſtice to tbe 
Truths of God, do- manifeſt: Injury unto them, that 


therefore the Minority, who are grieved with their Pro- 


ceedings, ought not Judicially ro witneſs againſt a Courſe 
of Aion, and i in the ſame Manner - vindicate and aſ- 
ſert injured 'Pruth?. or; muſt they be , reckoned Schiſma· 
ticks and Renters of the Church if they do ſo? The Un- 
juſfice of the Charge that is laid againſt the ſeceding Mi- 


Jae if we enquire into the Reaſons. why the preſent 
— refats to condemn ſuch: Steps of Defedtion, 


or to ont ſuch Corruptions, whereby the whole 
mpg is in Danger to be leavened. Has not the Wil- 
ere the Son of God, the glorious Head of the Church, 
provided ſufficient Remedies in the Church for all her 
internal Neceſſities? Is not the 2 af . 
e a ſufficient Mean for the Preſervation and Re 
of his-own Houſe ? And, have not the Courts 
of Chrift Power and Authority from the Lord Jeſus 10 
exerciſe the Keys of Government and Diſcipline for the 
Edification of bis Body, and the Advancement of his Her 
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in lifting up a judicial Teftimony for Truth, or why they 
refuſe to ſer about Reformarion-work ? There muſt be 


Duy by ſome ourward Force and Violence upon them: 
I hope the laſt cannot be alledged. This was indeed the 
Caſe of this Church betwixr 1600 and 1638. The Judi - 
catories were born doun 0 Force and Violence from the 
Court 7 King James VI. d and oppreſſed them; 


nifters, when they were contending and -wreftling for. the 
Rights and Liberties of the Kingdom of Chrift: But it 
cannot be alledged, that any ſuch Violence has been of- 


for the Conduct of the Judicatories, but that the are 
I doubt not to aſſert, that, when the Majority of a 
particular viſible Church do in their Eccleſiaſtical or Ju- 
dicatire Capacity go on in a Courſe of Defection from 
Reformation-purity once attaiped unto, and will not be 
reformed, after the ordinary Means have been to 
in this Caſe, the minor Pari, 


are nt unto the Church by 
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roar and Glory? What Reaſon then can be gi 2 


one of two, I cannot conceive a Midſt berwixt them: 
either they @vill not, or they are bindred to diſcharge their 


he confined, impriſoned, or baniſhed many eminent Mi-—- 


fered in the leaſt to the preſent -Judicatories, or any 
their Members; therefore no other Reaſon can be given 


nate in their Courſe and Way, and will not reform, 
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mation, if afrer a while any will deliver their onn 


as Souls, it muſt be by , 
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"Power and great door bs wn» 
ag any Aﬀer-period of this Church, in 
till now, that the Aubor of the Efla „ Pr, 
* forian, has diſcovered ſome Acts of T 1 
niftration of theſe Times, if not 7 , yet equal 
Lat to, any Thing that can be alledged from the Cor. 
duct of the preſent tory oymnets — 
But he makes the following Apol pology for what he is ap 
\prehenfive may be t hr ſtrange; I own ( ſaysbe) 

Lord honoured” his bful Servants in that eriod to 

6 do much for his Glory, for which I deſire to give Praiſe; 
i« and, my Witwe/t is in Heaven, I have not mentioned any 
{ 16 of theſe with a Deſire or Defigrto blacken the Chareh 

| | 6 of Scotland, or ſuch worthy Miniſters as lived in hat 
Period, but for her Vindication ar this Day, Er 


[Aker ſach a ſolemn Appeal to Heaven, I ſhall judge chi- 
'Fitably of our Author's Intentions and Defigns ; He to 
"whons the Appeal: — coly 1 
But then I mult be allowed to ſay, That the Tendency 
— of 'whnr hs writes upon 'chis Head, is to wei- 
ken all the A e from that Period for the 
Purity of our He owns that the Lord bo- 
noured bis faichfal Servants Ec. bar, does he ever men- 
tion any particular Step of Reformation attained unto, or 
Tooth General, that his fairhfel dan, did mac 
aithful Servants 

bis Glory ; bur, does he ever tell us any of theſe Thing; 
which they did for his 2 Nay, Then he ea & 
| our reforming Period, he was reckoned by fone 

; #be pure Times f Prei and often ures 1 
—_— e And he 
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Gan tend Fo prove, that, . notwithſtanding, of * 1 
Acts, Communion is fill ro be REPLY with. 


Author .only means. a comparative V 


mined the Charge he. brings »gain# 
md I hope I have pas arg 
particular Inffauces: But was 
Fg of the Fade . . then 1 as now, 15 fac 
were as tyranmcal in t 77 ration in . 
mer, as in the preſent Period; L our Author's Conclu- 
Jubon would never follow m his Premiſſes, ſince be 
Pref. 7 55 ne, 8 ay Gade in that Period is 


not to des with the Divine 
4 Tefiniooy; « mi, ;Her r Baie are; not to be in- 
„ Ranced. as e for Imitation, nor mentioned as. 
* the leaſt 9 our Faults is in later Times.“ He 


might then 34 ſparcd-all; his Pains, and nat mentioned 
of them for br Church's indication at this Day, 
5 they are ſo far from being 4 Ne that, AC- 1 ae 
cording to his own. Sentiments, i, they, cannot be the leaſt 
Exiaſe for our Faults in later T im 
I muſt further obſerye upon this , Bead, that 4 e . 
gument i is laid by our Author, from the inſtances of Fail. 


Wide 8 10 of, former Aſſemblies, in order to the. 


Ms dication and thcation of the, Chorch of Scotland at 
Day, he * indeed managed it with abundance. of. 
Gm bu not with that 5 that becomes one 25 his ; 
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f the Age, alſo from the different Views, and i, 
. , thar are to be found even among 18 
tho fear the Lad in this Day of Perpl 19 7 Apr. 
ley of 1 Viſion being Wſo conſcious r6 myſelf 
for a Work of this Nature; 101 
251 by the Hine of e 8 16.08 wing 
Manner. Upon ſhe firft reading of the Reverend Mr, 
* . publiſhed' a little before the down-fitting 
of the laſt Alle Anno 1758, it a ppeated plain to me, 
thy as he had e the State of the Vo jon betwixt. 


ſeceding 776 an ters and the eſent udicatories, fo. 

had ſer their whole C Due oo Vt a Ls ht, both to 
the Prejudice = 1 725 and ha Cauſe which the & 

ceding Miniſters efpot wins which 1 hope and am per- 


Scotland in her laudable Acts IA Covſtirntiors, |; 


Church- rent,” Books Diſcipline, and Diese 
Hale, a6a wh we are 7 "obliged ie f 
ſpouſe and elende und, by the atiohal Covenant of . 
lard, and the T. mn League and Covenant of the thice 
Nations. This chgafed me to 191575 2 Leite I hd 
Wit 4 e Brother on the Sübject of, Seceſon from 
the 5 ddicat6ries, to which I ſyBjoined a Paffett, 
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Recommendations did chiefly proceed from. one or other 
of theſe Springs, is a Queſtion I leave with themſclyes, 
55 ſhall not determine: Only 1 mult own, that, if this 
Eſſay had not been ſo much applauded and recommen- 
"ded, I ſhould neyer have judged re MP vr 
have enquired. farther unto it. And 
read i is over again with ſome more cloſe . "I 
perechved thar rhe tow Rituarks I ya made 8 
Peſ(cript, tho I judged them juſt, yet were very | 
— 1 therefore Ldigeſted 5 Farber Thoughts open 
it, into the Org Me - wed in 4 5 2 Sree now. 
liſh d. And as I ju the Publiſhing 
that I owed to Ne 8 ſo L thought it likewiſe wy. „Derr f 
to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in me, upon ſuch 2 
; ke confident Challenge as the Author of the 
ang ven: As alſp, I judge it incumbent upon me, to 
pins ta my Endeavours to remove. the Miſtakes that 
man are un er, and the Prej that others are fille: 
| 'vith, * a dvd that bie n 
out of mere Ignorance 
be it the Author of the Eſſay chene 7752 ph] 
into the Queſtion and Argument as I have endeavoured | 
to clear and ſtate them, T ſhall, if the, Lord give Time 
and Health, attend dim; but if he diverts. om the true 
State of the Queſtion, amuſing the Simple with mi 
| Quotations from eminent and 'Diviaes, or with 
reporting private Fe oth and H Hs” de | 
more important ork on to 5 
Manner of Notice of him. TY n a 
| The Author of the Eſſay, in his 7 6. jet 
| only the ſeceding. Brethren as is Parties; * bi 1 
fo, p. 95 he tells us, That, * hen be entred 
Separation, he had not a 1 ough 
15 faid Brethren as writing unſt 
2 Jah bas that upon ſecond I 0 2 «jo 
ae Par of Ely rl os S 
1 art of his is ai Ty 
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ce ſhall the Plag 

Words of 2 2 a more than ordinary Menſure of 
the Spirit of God, and who was a Seer in his Day, deſerve 
to be noticed; eſpecially betauſe they arc agrecable wifes 
the Teſtimony of God in the Holy Seriptures, and ut 
becauſe they may give us ſome View of the State of the 
Church of Scotland, both in her reforming and deeliniri 
periods. When I conſider the Words” of the Spitit 6 
God by the Prophet, Iſa. Iv. 5. Bebild; thou ſhalt call a 


* 


hall run unto thee Ste. Ila. xi. 4. And the es ſbali un fob 


bis Law; and Pſalm ii. 8. 1h of ne, and I Pall give thee the 


Heatben for thine Tnbevitance, and the utterrnofs Pans of the 


Eenb for thy Poſeſſivn ; T doubt not to ſay, that in S1 
in reforming «ks enanting Scotiand; the above and the 


like Prophecies had in Part a figial & glorious Ateompliſn- 
ment, and that the Event anſwered what the above emis 
nem Iaſtrument iti our Reformation had forcſten and en- 
| prefled: And if we confider our Ultthbankfulneſt ants 
God for his ſignal Appearances for us, frianifeftcd in the 
Drgeneracy of all Ranks of Perſons in S2or{awil from the 
Lord, the whole Word of God gives ts Ground to p- 
prehend fearful and terrible Judgments upon us. Yeu, 
what fearful Jadgments are we utidet ar preſent? A pers 
ents Spirit is at this Day mingled amongſt us, a Spit 


of Error and Deluſion prevails, the Atger of the Lord 


has divided us, and the goed Spirit of God is ye 


friveh 
geparted from our Aﬀetiblics for Worſhip and Diſtiplitic, 
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es be that ſhall follow. * "The above 


Nation that thou knoweſt not, and Nation that een wot thtb - 


L 


and the Spirit of deep Sleep and Slumber is poured out 


con us; theſe and the like ſpirttual Strokes may be the 
Torremmers of ſome terriblo Appenruner of God in a Way 


of righteous and holy Judgment againſt us. 5 
When I have — 88 Reſtraint of the 
Spirit, I cannot but rake Notice of a Reflection made ar 4 
the Author of the Eſſay, p. 25. where, after ſome Wo 
tranſcribed from a Print called 4 Seaſonable by cr . 
our Author, as appears to me, with a Sneer at the ing 
Brethren, ſubjoins, Nor ( ſays be) have we heard of any 
« {traordinary Pouring out of the Spirit attending the 
- Miniftry of our Brethren more than others; few pricked 
l the Heart, crying out, Men and Bretbren, what fall 
we do to be ſaved? * The above Reflection e Rug 
t in one of our Author's Character and Profeſſion: 


ſeceding Brethren will * acknowledge 


But I ſhall onl * 
* only obſerve upon it, that I hope 2 
are 


the Lord 
and therefore they ought 


that there is any extraordinary Pouring ie 8 
attending their Miniftry more than ot bers, yet if the 
is at any Time to countenance his Work 
their Hands, either in the Conviction or Edification of 
any, whether upon the Days of ſolemn Humiliation tha 
they obſerve through the Land, or upon other Occaſiom 
the leaſt Meaſure, I ſay, of ſuch Countenance from the 
Lord, ought to be humbly acknowledged, eſpecially in 
Day of great Provocation; and there ſhould be a Waiting 
non the Lord, wpbo bideth bis Face from the Houſe 222 
And tho the ſeceding Brethren may be upbraided with 
the above inſulting I et as the Communications 
of the Holy Spirit are not the Rule of our Duty, but the 
Law and the Tefimony, ſoit may be alleviating unto then, 
that the Caſe is not altogether fingular, I mean with re- 
ſpe& to the above Reffection. An eminent Witneſs in his 
Day cries out, Pſal. xlii. 10. As with a Sword in my Bas, 
mine Enemies reproach me: While they ſay daily unto ne, 
Where is thy God? And the Church in like Manner, 
Pſal. cxv. 2. But as one of us have a deep Hand in 
the Provocation, and as the Lord is holy and righteous in 
pleading his Controverſy with us; May that bleſſed Time 
come, when the Lord's profeſling People in Scotlend ſhall 
thro the Influence of his ** and Grace, by the Means 
Js 


of his Word, be made to ſay, Come and let us retum um 
 #be Lord: For be bath torn, and be «will beal us; be batb 
ſmitten, and be will bind us ap, Hoſ. vi. 1. May the Lal 
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haſten it. 
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| Ch urch of S rovland, &c. c. 


INTRODUCTION. 6 
| Cmtaining a ſhort Narrative of ſome Con- 
tendings in a way of Church-communion, 
for ſome Tears immediately before the 
Seceſſion from the cd ade 
Was fated. 5 | 


SEARS ESSREESRE EE aBEarnYusct27 
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* HAT iris Duty to reftify againſt PRES 
> fictions and Backſlidings of a particu- 
lar viſible Church from that Reforma- 
i tion-purity ſhe has once attained unto, | 
is what cannot well be refuſed ; but, 
„ ovith reſpect to the Manner of teſtify- 
el ing againſt ſuch Defections and Back- 
flidings, this is ſo much diſputed, un- 
der ſo many "Wen Pretexts, and from ſuc different 
Principles and Motives, that, in effect, any kind of 
blick Teſtimony againſt the Corruption of a backſli ing | 
8 is condemned, as having a Tendency towards 
RG. Schiſm and W able Separation, There 
are 


5 dere for: or on t; bre e e 
—— as wichdiaw om Commiinion with them, x 


| ous Scbiſmatickss Thus the — — 75 Rome ac 
danger all th the Proteſtant Churches 
| Cabal Bae 2 rhe. Church. of, 1 7 2 14 
Diſſeniers -gitb 2 


nity, — N wack unwarrantable. 9 from Nt 


like Manner the les ee this Aae | 


2 
endeavours to 
he has ſucceec 
into. And as 


* the Cor 

continuing in 
2 Courſe 
the ſame ; the Frese Aue . ſome Ae 
Tedewent, that the Church of Scotland is worſe af this 
a Day than ſometime formerly, and that the hath been upon 
the Decline for ſome Time, Eſſay, p. 59. but be pleads 
_ we cr — contend i - a way of Communion with 
the preſent icatorĩes: Therefore I 1 8. it — gire 
3 ht to the Queſtion before us, if w tha, 
when a Teſtimony is given againſt the Backſlidi 
hurch in a way 


<4 munion with 


of 3 


of Communion with the diding 
Tor it muſt be done in one of the three following Ways; 


eit her doctrinally from the Pulpit, or by Proteftations and 
- Diſſents in Judicatories, or by Petitions and Repreſentation! 
- unto them, by ſuch Miniſters or other Church member 
as are grieved with their Proceedings. But the preſent 
Judicatories of this National Church have judicially con- 
demned all theſe ſeveral Ways of teſtifying agaipft ther 
Procedure; whereby they have upon the Matter 


ded from Minifters, and other En N 2 


8 
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reclaiming Congregations in conſequence 
ſemblies, by Inſtruition 
| Meaſures might be taken to prevent the Settlement of 


neral Aſſemblies of this Church; thereforc ſome Miniſtert 


YORAge- 
af became frequent, | ſeveral Presbyterĩes dealt with A 
ion given unto their Commiſſioners, that 


2 Stop might be put to violent Intruſians, and that 


niſters in Congregations without their Call and Conſents 
But no Regard was had to theſe Inſtructions; they wert 
read once or twice in a Commitree-appointed' by theſeve- 
ral Aſſemblies for receiving them, and there they were 
buricd. The violent Settlement of Miniſters was at len 
ted hy the Authority of che 


began to think it needful to teſtify in a more open and 


| plan Manner againſt the Violence done to Chriſtian Can» 


gregations by the intruding of Miniſters upon them : 
Hence in the Year 1730, when the Caſe of the Pariſh of 


| Hutton, complaining of a Sentence of the Commiſſiom ap- 


pointing a violent Settlement in that Pariſh, came before 


the Aſſembly that met that Lear, they not only refuſed io 


reverſe the Sentence of the C bat 1 ap- | 
pointed the Presbytery of Chirnfide to proceed to the fad 


| Settlement. Several Members of that Aſſembliy diſſented 


from the faid Sentence, and craved that their Diſſens might 
be recorded; but this was refuſed by a Fate of the Aﬀems 
bly, and their Clerk was diſcharged to mark any Diſſent 
in thar Matter. I have juſt now before me the original 
Subſcriptions of ſeveral Miniſters and Elders to the foreſaid 
Diſſent ; ſome of the worthy Miniſters are now with the 
Lord: They were once refolved to have publiſhed rheie 
Diſſent, together with the Names of all fuch as ſhould fign 
their Adherence to the ſame, rhat there 1 be ſore pu- 
blick ſtanding Teſtimony againſt the Injury that was done to 
the Flock and Heritage of God by the foreſaid Sentence of 
Aſcmbly, and alſo as a Mean to put ſome Stop to ſuch 


vi 0 ? 
lent 


C 0 Fi 


was laid afide; the Arguments for maintaining Peace 


that it was 


were not one Subſtance in Number. Likewiſe the Committee 


. 
[ 
| 


1 | 
kent Proceedings for the Time to come; but this Defipy 


Unity did prevail, 
State of the Church, to the very great P e of a 
he err Jong 
gations, eſpecially when they are authoriſed counte. 
nanced by — udicatorics of this National 
Church, muft be reckoned a very confiderable Step of 
Defe&ion from our Reformation-principles ; yet an Aﬀair 
of much greater Conſequence came upon the Field, when 
in the Year 1726 we were alarmed with a flagrant Report, 
that the Aan Hereſy had entred into our -and 
. taught in one of our principal Seminaries of 
Learning, the Univerſity of Glaſgow, by Mr. Simſon Pro- 


feſſor of Divinity there: It was likewiſe reported, that 
the ſaid Mr. & 


mſon continued to teach the ſame dangerous 
Errors for which he had. been formerly under Proceſs, 


and which the Aſſembly Anno 1717 had diſcharged him | 


to vent and teach; tho in the Act of the ſaid Aﬀembly 


the Prohibition is laid in very general Terms, and none | 
of his dangerous Propofitions, which were owned and 


maintained by Mantel in his Anſwers to the Libel exi- 
bited againſt him, are either particularly condeſcended 
upon, or expreſly condemned. The 8 of Glaſ- 
gow, having enquired into the Truth of the above Re- 
ports, found Ground for a Proceſs againſt him; and the 
roſecution was carried on with the Aſſiſtance of a Cn. 
mittee appointed by the Aſſembly that met Anno 1726, 8 
alſo with the Aſſiſtance of a Committee named for the 
ſame Effect by the Aſſembly Anno 1727. When this 
Affair had been — — this Church, 
it was found proven, both by the Depoſitions of Witneſſes 
who heard him, as alſo by his own Papers and W 
contained in the Proceſs, that he had vented: and taught 
ſuch Propoſetions whereby the God our Saviour is rob- 
bed of his true Deity ; as alſo it was found proven that he 
had afferted, That the three Perſons of the adorable Trinity 


appointed by the Aſſembly 1727 found ir proven, that be 
puke to teach — ſame dangerous Errors for 
which he was formerly proceſſed, and whereby of 
the important Truths held forth from the Word of 

in our Confeſſion of Faith, were ſubverted. And when 
this important Affair was referred by the Aſſembly 1 


JJ f ten eels ww. anc nas — 


72 
unto 


2 " 0 


that they might give their Judgment upon it, tho" a great 
Part of Presbyteries gave it wings ve that Mr. Sin 
ſes ſhould be depoſed, yet the Aſſembly 1729, who con- 
claded the Procels, inflicted no higher Cent ure upon him 
| than that of Saſpenſion from Teaching and Preaching, and 
all Exerciſe of any Eccleſiaſtical Power or Function, until 
another General Aſſembly ſhould think fit to take off this 
| Sentence. The late Reverend Mr. Boon Miniſter at E 
terick read a Proteſtation againſt the foreſaid Concluſion 
given unto this weighty A ir; bur, at the earneſt Defire 
of the Moderator, he took the ſame under his Confidera- 
tion till the Meeting of Aſſembly next Day, and then he 
did not inſiſt upon it. - Several Minifters having entred into 
a Reſolution, that Inſtructions ſhould be brought up from 
the ſeveral Presbyteries to the next Aſſembly for an 4 
| afſertory of the Truths of God, to be conceived in ſuch a 
| Manner, asto obviate and condemn the groſs Errors taught 
by Mr. Smſon, in the Terms and Expreſſions in which he 
| had vented them; this was propoſed as the beſt Expedient 
for maintaining Truth, together with our Eccleſiaſtical Peace 
and Unity; and, upon this Motion and Reſolution, Mr. 
| ZBofon was dealt with to drop his Proteſtation: But it is to 
be regreted, that the proper Seaſon of a Teſtimony againſt | | 
| the Injury that was done to Truth, 'by 3 Simſon | | 
in ſuch a ſuperficial and ſlight Manner, was By the 
foreſaid Senrence of Aſſembly he is continued in Mine- 
rial and Cbriſtian Communion, tho". it was found proven 
| that he had blaſphemed that Name cubich is above every 
Name that is named: And tho* he could eaſily have ſatiſ- 
ficd the Presbytery of Glaſgow, if he had been ſound in 
the Faith, before the Commencement of the Proceſs againſt 
him; yer, in his very firſt Letter unto them, he juſtifies 
his leading F „whereby he confounds the eſſential. 
PerfeSions of „with the perſonal Properties of the 
raed, by manifold Tegen auer: and Suffer from 
4 0 veriations rom 
Year to Year, to lei eos Satisſaction to the Judica-' 
tories, always juſtifying his Doctrine as agreeable to the 
Word of God, and our Confeſſion of Faith, till he ' ſaw 
that Cenſure was inevitable; and then he made ſome ge- 
neral Acknowledgment, but yet he never acknowledged 
that he had taught any Thing contrary to the Word of 
God or our Confeſſion of Faith. As the foreſaid Scaſon of 
e Teſtimony for the Honour of the Redeemer, * 
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1 gus, and Presbyteries of St. Andrews,” 
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: an 8 8 "with them in Cam 
2 92 e and to inſiſt upon it S 
Tbis Petition was preſented and read in the i the 
met May 1731; and the Members from the Syriod'of 
Dunfermline,” 42 
dey, Kincardine, Ellon, and Aberlour," likewiſe . 
ted, that they had Inftruttion; from r e 
tuents 5 = the like Re 
crav [Sera s 
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Ty "4 pers 
BEET - yy 55 
| ers Perth wt 
were. heard. * After ſome R 25 | 


Mr. Alexander Moncrieff did in 
Name of his 'Conftituents, 5 — 
ar 4s * general, and not Auge Roy propo- 
y.t 
When the above Methods of Preabyterial and $ynodi- 
cal Infiruftions and Repreſentations were tried without 
Succeſs, à Repreſentation and Petition, to the Gene 
bly, that met at Edinburgh Anno 1732, was — 4 
— Miniffers, and ſome Ruling l 
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ang, bees h 
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wer nat of that the Subjects were rged to petition for 
the Redrſs of Griennces; and thr this their jul 
je was reftored them by -our valuable Clan 
7 5 Tho' our Aſſemblies have mo under 


prohibired the Members of b ee ten 
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Iifiruttlons, Foes bs and Petitions | 
Mﬀenbliet: of Bj mf 8 ering 9 | 
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done toc our Poſterity. I Author of the Toy 
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z Citation from 7 hie llt in his Account of the Life 
Mr. Reng wick, It is Minifters Duty to ſbew Paph ben goed 
| 2 Sin Shiſw ja #. Here our Author ſtops; but I hope it 
A bs. mpertinent to tranſcribe what Mr. $jells ſub- 
12905 4 Words, (And in this Endeavour to 
© clear {and condemn true Schiſm, and to-preſstrue Union, 
Nr. Rengvick was not wanting; but he thought it alſo 
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4 Particular Churches, which are Members of the Ca- 
tholick Church, are more or leſs pure according as the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel is ta 221 embraced, . 

re 
or leſs purely in them; according to our Confeſſion, ſion Chap: 


25. § 4. As in the natural Body a Member ma — 
potent and inactive, or may be ſeized with a 1 


ticular Churches which are Members of the Carkolick 
Body. As i ter loſtance, A National Church, as the is re- 


Preſented. i „ may fall into fuch a State 
of Inactivity, by fre does not ar aff anfwer the 
Ends and oof] Exection into a Church - ftate, 
namely, he Ce of the Support and Defence of 


the Leuthe of 45 Yew . and the Paifientivd of the Bo- 
be Cr National Charch may fo, far de- 
5 2 Sou ml and Purity ſhe has ance attained 
. be juſtly reckoned an imp ure or corr t 
Member of the ( ehe Bray. | DDE Bees 
5. The Divine Warrant for Natiansl br - Presbyrerial 
Cuche is not difpured by theſe with whom I have im- 
mediately to do: The Reader, for his own Satisfaction 
upon the Head of National Churches, may conſulr the 


 Judicious Mr. Durbam in his Commentary on Rev. xi. 1 2 


where he will find the Queſtion handled ſuccinct og 
with a great deal of Judgment; and, upon the cad ot 
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J thus; | « When a Nation with its Rulers, ang Generality of 


od Paths” nationally among them. 


Worthy, Aulber of the Defence. of 1 ; Churches, po- 


& rhe People do agree to receive the Goſpel, proſeſi in 


% Truths, and ſubject themſelves. unto its Ordinances ; 


95 Krane Body, for maintaining the ſame Syſtem of De- 
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ce that is, "when they join and * ether in nt Beck 


Rules for — and-es- 


_ * ſhip, as they judge moſt agreeable to the Word of God. 
| As 2 Nationa Chorch reſpects thoſe. wha: are. joivedto- 


who bath before determined. = Bounds ef our Hahitatios; 
| Body 1 fick, for the, — — of the ſame g- 


| Church of the livin og. 3 ſhe Is deligned the: the: 


gether ip the ſame Civil "nas by the Providence of Gd, 


ſo ir includes their Union and Conjunction together in ae 


ſtem of Doctrines, and Rules for Church · goverument and 
Worſhip, or, which, is the ſame, their 7 Profeſſion 
and Confe on of the ſame. Faith, and embracisg dde 
ſame Ordinances of Worſhip, and ſubmitting do the ſame! 
Order and Government. ar 0 Yo 9009121446 
6. The * r, and Confeſſion: of i the Trathe 
of God, is one of the peculiar Characteriſiielta af the 


Ground of of. 7 ruth, 1 Tim. iii. 1 5. that is, the Church ns 


| Nate Witnetz unto the Truth, a puhlicle Keeper 


public Place 


otifier of the Truth. In the above Words als an 
| Alluſion unto a a Cuſtom among the Antients, who in thet 
nd, Courts of Judgment had 1 


to which, the be Edi, of. Mag iſtrates were fixed; that 
might ſee, read and know _— 3 And by Truth, in. thus 
Pl Jace, we are not only to underſtand. the Poctrines which 


* to * believed, but likewiſe the rd gs it — 


g. of, de ugh Tcompoty ns forms. | 


— in their y, they may be 
read; known, . by all he Manz of the 
Body. The Church oughit to 5 Teftimony and Witneſs, 
in a pour and expreſs Manner, to theſe Truths that are 
| controverted--and oppoſed by the Subtilry.. of Men, or tho 
| Wickedneſs of Hell; this is a Debt that Zion owes-to her 
| God, to malte publick Profeſſion and Conſeſſion of him 
and his Truths, Pal. cxlvii. 12. Praiſe thy Gad, D. Zion; 
or, as it is emphatically rendred in our Parapbraſe, which 
| we ſing, Zion, thy God confeſs. As this is a ſpecial Charge 
given unto her, fot is the Church's greateſt Dignicy and 
Honour to confeſs him; 11 ſhe refuſes or negleCts to con- 
feſr his controverted\ and o Truths, he is exceed. 
ingly diſonoured, and ſhe does not anſwer one of the 
primary Ends and Deſigns of her Erection and Conftiru. 
tion upon tis Earth. Mhen the Lord did with an out- 
firecched Arm bring the Proteftent meer er out of ſpirĩ- 
tual Babylun, they came forth with a Teſtimony in their 
| Hands againſt the Abominations of Rome ; the ſeveral 
Churches - emitted their Confeſſions of Faith, and in 
them the Banner was diſplayed for Truth, and the Stan- 
dard of a publick- Teſtimony was lifred: up againſt the 
abominable Doctrines, and the tyrannical Uſurpations of 
the Church of Rome. That Harmony is beautiful which 
re may obferve amongſt the ſcyeral Confeſſions of the re- 
formed: Al ian un Ari er that n ſpe= 
cial Preſence of God with them, and alſo. of * lendtful 
Efiafion of the holy Spirit upon them; it is likewiſe a 
bopful Preſage, that when the Lord turns again the Cap- 
my of Zion, and when his holy Arm ſhall give the 
Bos unto the Throne of the Beaft, the ſeveral Churches 
and their Watchmen ſhall ſee Eye to Eye, and that wih 
the Voice together #bey fait fing. I conclude this Head with 
2 1 the National Church of Scotland, in 3 
imes, was a confeſſing Church in a peculiar 
— Not only was her l eren of Faith recei- 
yed 2 publiſhed, as the Confeſſion of the Faith of the 
States of Scotland, "with the Inhabitants of the ſame profef< 
fag Ch riſt "on bis boly 1 "ts but (its ue was 
ta- 
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Hands hifted' up to the moſt: . 
in an eminent Way and Manner, of the Lord Jeſtu u 
of his precious Truths: This ſolemn Proſeſfion and C 
feſhon of the Truth was-in\reforming” Times the om 
ward Bond of Union and Communion, both thro Church 
members among themſclves, and umo en 
of tins Chorch: in her ſeveral- :actcare 


fll There D Dake and Communic cn ant 


3 all Cbriſtiamt, "as ſuch; and 
Ecclefpaſtick nim and Communion | 


Church! He ndds, H we uche 

Apa, we would join with all Chriſtians bot 
ame fundamemal Teſtimony #gainft Jew, 
| and Pagans, tho not with Hereticks*”>' Audits 
gain; that all C hriflions have Union and Cornimanien to 
gether, in ſo far as they hold the fundamental Teftimony 
of Chriſtianity againft declared Infidels; in like Manet 
all Proteftanrs, in 2 2s they hold the Proreſtant Tl 
againſt the Errors and Corruptions of the Chant 
A * But tho all the Members of e bene Ui 
Church, profeſſing the true Reli have Uu 

and Communion — 5 — in their joint Profe 
Def theme Car: and the ſame Faith, Exy in recer 
ving the ſame Baptiſm; yer, as a 1 
preſſes himſelf *, The Obligation that lies upon Mer 
% bers of the ſame particular viſible Church to bol 
1 Communion with theſe with whom they are e 
* joined, is not without its Bounds and Meaſures ; we #7 
IF e rogrther under certain Conditions.” The G d 
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„„ and Con in 
this particular Org anick Church, are, one eee Fab 
| one Form and Order of: Cburch- government and 

one Directory for Helbig; or, The outward Ligament and 
Bond of our Union and in this- National 
Church, is that Syſtem of pure and ſound Doctrine, that 
| Order of Gorernment, Worſhip! and Diſcipline, held 
forth from the Word-of-God, in aur Cnfeſſum ef Faith, 
Bocks of Diſcipline, Furm of Church-government, and Dis 
reory for Ii orfeip, in the! Profeſion and Obedience» of 
| which all Ranks of Perſons in this Land have ſolemnly 
| bound. and obliged themſe lues to abide, by the Nation 
Covenant of Scotland, and the Solemn League and Covenant 
of the three Nations. Whether this Bond of our Eccle- 
faftical Union is maintained by this National Church-in 
her preſent Judicatories, and-conſequently whether or not 
the — Rn of our Union and-Congundtion: in one E- 
cleſiaſtical Body do nom ſubſiſt, will n e mas 
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did by their Sentence, as is noticed already, thruft 
out four Miniſters from Communion with | * 
ſent Jud Grortes, the aid Miniſters did at the ſame 

declare a Seceſiom-fram them, and that 2 — 
carrying on a Courſe of Defectio from our Reformed add 
Corcnagted Principles. Therefore it is a very great Mi- 
fake in the. en dad a wiſ-ſtating of the Queitian, lon, when 
| he affirms, that violewt: Intruſions were at that Ti 

are . be Ni X 
3 


—— gf others, the. Ly 
doctrinal Truth by 


Nr groſs Er: 


—— page, the Bl ht wh 22 
m 
Hilfen of Faith, deſerves be reckoned ang 


ag” — —. 


were 


THEN the, Grnmiſſon. of the General: Ati 


r . e ETORE<S I» 


OS 
COD 


K _ * 2 * 1 * — 7 R * * 2 * * 
* „ 3 
; $-- £% : 
* 4 1 2 
* FE =y 1 * 


BE. 110.3 to ebay; 
The Rſfey is (al $A gn Aſſertion; 
4 That Separation from a. true Church is noi onlg a great 
« Miſery; 757 Sin. R aſtir- 
ng 


4, 43: p. + 2 N 
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18 upon ir. But 
given no determinate Senſa of the Terms 
ys 1 are uſad by our Author in a ve 
3 
us, 2 viſihle may 
„ either as ſhe is à iris Churel, or. as ſhe 
« Church ;, and, when,they. ſpeak of a pur arch, 
= do not mean 4 pere Gburch, but a Church ihat, 
thro the Goodneſs, and Mercy. of God, has attained to 
| fach a Meaſurr of. Conſormith to the Divige Pattern, in 
Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline, t that 
the Denomination of Fu may be juſtiy given unto her, 
tho' ſhe, has not yet attained unto a State of Perſection. 
Thus the learned Turretine, in the Place cited by ka 
Author % Eſſay p. 4. —— — betwixt a true Churc 
da; pure. Church; ing the Marks of a. true 


| « 8 burch. Que. — Divine: = 
likewiſe obſerved; That tho” a Church may have all the 
Things that. are. eflential to the Being of 2 l K 
there may «be Ground of. geceſſion — her. So Mr 
nf, in his —— ces Author, affirms +, „ Eye 
| iu not; finful, even from a Church 
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J 
more than the Eſſentials, it will not hence follors, according 
to Mr. Forefter, that there is 20 Ground of Seceſſion from 
them, If then by a true Church, and a Church having the 
Things that are reckoned eſſential to the Being of a ww 
Church, our Author means a Church wherein ſuch Do- 


Errines as are abſolutely neceſſary to be known and believed 


in order to Salvation, arc held, at leaft by external viſible 
Profeſſion ; then I affirm it is falſe, that a Separation fron 
ſuch a Church r and grand Six; for 
this Reaſon, That ſuch Hay and Stubble may be built upa 
the Foundation, and ſuch Corruptions both in Government 
and Diſcipline may be introduced, as may make it neceſ 
and warrantable to depart from Communion with bet 
Thus the Church of England holds the Truth in her 
doFrinal Articles; but, beſides her Corruptions in Ge 
vernment, Worſhip and Diſcipline, ſhe has always decla« 
to feftify againſt many groſs and hainous Errors which 
have been vented and taught by her Members, and which 
are dire&ly contrary to her own received and appr 
Articles: Therefore a Seceſſion has been juſily ſtated fron 
her by a conſiderable Body of Diſſenters in England and 
Hreland, by ſome of them upon all of the Grounds abow- 
mentioned, tho by the Generality of them on Account 
of her Corruption in her Government and Worſhip. But 
if, by a true Church, our Author means a Church that bs 
attained to the Purity above-mentioned ; As this is the 
Meaning of the Terms trus Kirk, in the 18th Article of 
our firſt Confeſſion of Faith, as is evident from the Mats 
and Characters there given, ſo our Author will never be 
able to prove that they are to be found in this National 
Church as ſhe is now repreſented in her preſent Judic- 
tories. The Characters of a true Church, mentioned 
in the foreſaĩd Article. of our Confeſſion, hold forth unto 
us a pure and ſound Church; a Church holding the Head, 
diſplaying the Banner of Truth againft the Adverſans 
of Truth ; a Church wherein Ecelckaftical Diſcipline i 
exerciſed, for the Edification, and not for the Deftrutt- 
on of the Body of Chrift ; and finally, a Church wheren 
the Seals of the Covenant are diſpenſed by ſuch as ar 
_ awfully called, and authoriſed by the and Lord of 
the Houſe to feed the his Paſture. But I hare 


made if already in Part, in the Pofſcrip# to the 
Leia on that theſe Characters do not agree 0 


rule National Church in her preſent Situation, and it 
i He more evident from what is afterwards to be ara 
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we ought to for- 


Senſe or 
erms, ſo he leaves us in the Dark 

about this Forbearance which he recommends, when the 
Difference 1s in A not fundamental ; Therefore I ask 
| that he may explain himſelf about Fundamentals, and let 
him tell us plainly whether he conſines Fundamentals un- 
to derinal Truths only, and if he gives up with the Foun- 
dations of Government and Order in the Houſe of God; 
or if his Meaning be, that, when the Foundations of Do- 
| Erine are maintained, we muſt farbear a Teſtimony when 
the Foundations of Order and Government are ſubverted.. 
If he or any ſhall affirm, that we muſt continue in Con- 
junction with ſuch, or forbear a Teſtimony againſt them, 
| who are ſubyerting the Foundations of Government in the 
| Houſe of God, it is plainly contrary to the Scriptures he 
names, Phi]. ju. 16. ¶hereto we bave already attained, let us 
walk by the ſame Rule. If we forbear to teſtify in the 
Caſe mentioned, it is plain we depart from what we have 
attained unto, and conſequently do not walk by the Rules. 
It is contrary to Epb. iv, 2. Forbearing one another in Love. 
It would be a Diſhonour done to the Head of the Church, 
and the greateſt Act of Unkindneſs unto ſuch as bear the 
Character of Office-bcarers, to ſuffer them to raze the 
Foundations of Government and - Diſcipline, without a 


ſuitable Teftimony againft them. Again, when our Au- 
thor pleads for Forbearance in Things not fundamental, 
muſt no Teſti be given againſt doctrinal Errors, ex- 


cept ſuch as are ſtrictly fundamental? Our Divines do very 
vell obſerve, That there are ſome Truths that are-like the 
Genes immediately upon the Foundation ; and, if 
| theſe are pulled out, the whole Building falls to the Ground, 
n il the Foundation were removed. Likewiſe, is there not 
And, have not ſome Truths che probably ſome may ens 
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"Ont 
Bly refaſed to anſter the unre⸗ 
ſonabie 1 who, in their controyer. 
fal Writings againſt us, have 1 uired a Lift of theb 
Truths that we reckon fundamental, for the above Nes. 
Jon, vi. the near Comection of Divine Truths wit 
one another; and, for the very fame Reaſon, I hung 
judge, that it is very dangerous to plead with our Author 
2 a Forbearance in theſe Things that are not fundamer 
tal: Beſides the Difficaley that there is in dete 
— theſe Truths are . are not fundamental, the For- 
bearante pled for opens a Door for Eccleſiaſtical Una 
and Conjunttion in a Church, when ſhe is letting go ma 
Im — Truths which the has once received and ds. 
d. I ſhall only add upon this Head, That if th 
Author of the Eſſay, or any others, ſhall be found pi 
ing out the Pinnings of the Building of the Lord's 
eaking down the Walls of his —_ ard, they e 
— to be joined with: in building ouſe, or keeping 
the Vineyard, more than they duet are rearin rearing, oh's Fi- 
brick without a Hundation, or pulling up the _ * 
in many Caſes the former are more dangerous than 
. 

I have already made an Obſerve on his third 35 
tion. His fourth is as follows; . Commumion may be dh 
. evith a Church, ibo her Faults and Corruption, be men. 
What is immediately added, for Hlluſtration of this Pw. 
-poſirion, leaves us fill in the Dark about the true Stated 
the Queſtion: « For (ſa be) we are not t to expe 3 
fe& or faultleſs Churc Vers upon Earth.“ But, tho 
are not to expect a war or PE altlef Church, muſt ve 
therefore continue in Conjunction with ſuch R= 
as are carr on a Courſe of DefeRtion; and thereby i. 
volving themſelves and Church- members in many 
tions, and at the ſame Time engen rigs themſelves in tler 

Backſlidings, and refuſing to be reclaimed 7 As this # the 
Queſtion before us, ſo the human Authorities he * 
ſorth upon this Propoſition are nowiſe to the Parpoſe 1 
the Reader may eaſily ſes. As for the Scripture 
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dect. 
fo degenerated as to becomp no Churches of Chi, bus Syna- 


| Cms with a Church, when ſhe 


| ® parate from the Corrupred is another Thi 


{Hons 
1 Peel; 5e yet our Author's Pr 41 
equally ambigwons with thoſe have ableaty- mentioned: 


Wars 


fections and Backſtidings 
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r. . our car 0 25. 
TIES by our — The | Tf ons 


Freven ave ſubje both io Mixture and Error, are moſt rue; 
and ir is likewiſe a certain Truth which follows; Se base | 


2s of Satan : But it nowiſe follows — 


any of the a- 
e Words of our Confeſſion, that we are to continue in 


tes from 
Truth to Error, or departs from her in, and involves 
herfelf in Corruption. 
Our Author's ffth Propoſition is, Tho' wo ave wt to fe 
ate from a true Church of aiths" ber Faxits 
or Corruptions de many; yet che are d to 2 
all the Corruptions eobich may be in a He adds, 
Jo ſeparate from Corruptions is one Thing, —_—_ — 
n 
IHluſtration of this Propoſition, we have ſeveral warm Ex 
againſt the leaſt Compliance ——— Thing that 
— me to be . 


Nappeſerd # Church way be = true Gd, and yet that 
her Faults and Corruptions may be many; ſhe muſt then 


| certainly be a very impure Church: But, if ue Church is 
| taken in the large Senſe above-mentioned, 1 ſhall not eon- 


trovert it, that an impure Chureh may be calfed a true 
Church. Therefore, it our Author had ſpoke Pa 1. 
pon this Propoſition, he ought to bare . Tus ie find 
of Faults and Corruptions he means, when he tells us 
We are not to pin gy a — Church, b hey Font 
and Corruptions be many. Paults and and 
he means perſonal Defects — 4 Renger i in the Walk and 
Cnverſation of Profeſſors, I ſhall grant him that theſe 
re not Ground of Seceffion from a true Church; but ff 
Faults and io he means dengerous Evrors or gro, 
Scandals which a Chureh refuſeth to 'Stt-notwithe 
tanding of Warnings and Admonitions given her, or 
carried on in her Eccieft 
Capacity from Points of Reformation onec-atrained un 
then his Propoſition is what we uſt to call a Begging 
the Nyeſtion. When he tells us, That to ſeparare from | 
Corruptions i is one Fhing, and re from the Core 
rupꝛed wonder ; I ask him, Gan he ſeparate from ghe 


* 


, or 
eſtimon _ ſuch 

Lace Gu. de fe eas He 
a Viper in his Boſom, and receive no Hurt? C. 
Man take Fire in bis Boſom, and bis Clatbes not be bm? 
or, can one go upon bot Coals, and bis Feet not be bum! 
i Propoſitĩon is, H/bile we can maintain Commy- 


mon with a Church without Sin, and while finful Terms of 


Communion are not required of us, wwe ave never to ſeparate, 
This Propoſition contifts of two diſtinct R and 
therefore I ſhall conſider them diftin&ly. The frf where 
of is, While de can maintain Communion with a Chun 
wit bout Sin, aye are never to ſeparate. This is very true, 
as it is laid in general Terms; but till the Queſtion is, I 
we can maintain Communion, without Sin, with the Ju 
dicatories of a Church, carrying on a Courſe of Deke, 
fection in their Judicative Capacity? This is what the 


Separat ion 
4 the Churcbes 


nion, even tho there be 

Kinds in a Church.” 
Bur the ion is, It we can have Union and Conjuncti- 
on with t 
the ſame Ecclefiaſtick Body with them, without ef 
Guilt, or Acceſſion to their Guilt and Defe&ts? We maj 
be to the Guilt of others, in mo Caſes than our 


with a backſliding Party ſtrengthens the Hands of the 
S 
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ſent Judicatories, as Parts and Members of 


Author ſeems to apprehend : As for Inſtance, If our Unin | 


EF Sees noe 


( 47 
avjun8 Eccleſiaftick Body in their backſliding Courſe, we 


| thereby acceſſory to their Guilt; tho* we ſhould abhor 
: wich = Hearts, and teſtify againſt ir with our Mouths, 
yet, we arc ſaying, 4 Confederacy, to them to whom we 
| ought not to ſay, & Confederacy. Again, If our Union with 
2 iding Body obſtructs our Diſcharge of theſe 
Datics which ons wee 1 us unto, we are 
not only acceilory to t Zuilt, are thereby deep- 
ly involved in . Guilt: Therefore the judicious 
Durbam, in the place cited, tells us of ſome Things that 
muy juſtly ſcar a tender Conſcience from uniting ; and, 
amongſt others, When ſome Engagement isrequired for 
(the future, which doth reſtrain from any Duty called 
for, or that may afterward be called for.” And it may 
| be made evident in its proper Place, that Union and Con- 
junction with the — i Judicatories, doth in its on 
ature, tho no expreſs Engagement ſhould be required, 
lay Minifters under a reſtraining Bond, inconfiftent with 
their Duty in the preſent Situation of the Church of Scots 


| I proceed to the other Branch of his fxth Propofition, 
\which is, W bile ſinful Terms of Communion are not rei- 
redof us, wwe are never to ſeparate. I ſhall conſider, toge= 
ther with this, his 11th Propoſition, on Account of their 
Affinity, *Tho' the greateſt Part of a Church, Miniſters 

* and People, ſhould make ſad DefeQion, that will not 
« be ſufficient Ground of Separation from her, evbile wo 
* finful Terms of Communion are required f 16. Our 
Author in the Whole of his Reaſonings s, that there 
ſhould be no Separation where no finful Terms of Comm 
ni are required; his ments agai do fre- 

| quently turn upon this. * I do not grant it, that the 
W preſent Judicatories have not impoſed finful Terms of 
| Communion upon Minifters and Church-members; yet I 
cannot admit of our Author's P ion, and that 
cauſe Church commnnĩon is thereby ſtated upon xegatine. 
Terms, whereas ſomething 2 is required unto warran- 
he d e, v dt deff, ald Confer the 

on, A Tore e c 

Truths of God, is one of 2 — Cbaracteriſticks of 
the Church of the Living God; the Church unto which 
ve may warrantably join ourſelves, ought to maintain aud 
profeſs the true Doctrine, and the true Faith, according to 
the ir ay p. 3. and 


tation given us from Mr. Gilleſpie, Eſſay p. 
il our reformed Divines have N Church-com- 


5 


me Fellow ſhip 


[it TY: 


_ of Ghurch-commutiion w 


( 48 ted 
on upon poſitive Terms, as may appear from the 
icle of our firſt Conte ſſion. If the moſt Part of 2 


Members of a Church ſhould maintain and profeſs Armin. 


the Erroneous : — Gries Hereſy prevailed in the 
the Orthodox refaſed Church-communion 
ih the Ariaus; the great Athanaſius, in the ſeveral 
laces where he preached, exhorted the Faithful to ſhud 
of the Arians, and to have Fellowſhip 
only with them who confeſſed the true Faith *. Ya, 
they would per ft in the fame Council or Synod with the 
Arian: Hence Paphvetius the Canfeflor, when he obſer» 
ved Maximus a godly and orthodox Man (as Ra 
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y firring in the 


tw 
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bept their Scats i | 
Avian Faction, of Conran 
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E, under 


Lhad Octafion to | 
fidetalle Body of the Diem 


ers in roland have 
Confeſlions of Faith, as Teſts of Orthodoxy, or 1 


neis in the Faith; and, in their Nomm, the only | 
hich they tequire, 15 our Ac 
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ledgment of the Truth, — 
bro cannot be reckoned n mo 


and yet, in the mean Time, Arians, Surintamt, Arminidns 
and others, who wreſt the Scriptures to their own: De- 
ſtruction, will not refuſe to make a Conſeſſion ot their 
Faith in exp e but their Senſe and 


Meaning 1 is quite to the 
* bir dg y Spicle in — 
therefore, I humbl our worthy in 


heland have Scripture : Reaſon on their Side, to ſup- 
them in their f Condutt and Practice, when they have 
— a Seceſſion from ſuch who. — laid aſide Con- 
ſeſſions of Fal, and in their aſſociating in di- 
ſin Presbyteries from them. I hope the Author of the 
Etſſay will not diſpute with me the Lau fulneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of Confeſſions of Faith, as Teſts of Soundneſi in 
the Faith, in the preſent Situation of the Church: And, 
if they are warrantable and neceſſary, it is not ſufficient | 
to juſtify our continuing in Communion with any Church 
whatſoever, that ſhe requires not any ſinful Terms 
of Communion, unleſs there is likewiſe a joint Profeſſion 
and Acknowledgment of the Truth as it is in Chrift Jeſus, 
in Oppofition to the Errors of the Time, and to _— 
| neous Seducers : Therefore, for the above Reaſons,: I 
muſt refuſe and reject our Author's above Pri upon 
which he Jays ſo much Streſs and Weight, and which be 


3 3 „ 23 lax and Fs Tring 
endency to the Church 
Go a Receptacle of the oſſeſt Errors, provid 1 5 


not required as a Term Coins tint fac 
be received and embraced ek 


ſeharate Sony: 
Communion. r 4 dra fr 
toned Propoſition, „Tho rhe —————— 
' Miniſters and People, ſhould make ſad Defeftion, that 
© will nor be ſufficient Ground of from her.” 
For Confirwation of this Pro he gives ns "the 


=: the Chareh of Sardis ': Aud chis me to ob- 
3-our. Pro 


* —— 1 
K 
Defettion he means Degeneracy in a Church from the in- 
ward Principle of Grace, 5 falling away from theſe 
| Meaſures and Degrees of the Exerciſe of once a 
tained unto by Charch-members, and that in the Roo 
thereof a dead, lifeleſs and formal Profeſſion prevails; | 
mall readily grant that this cannot in itſelf be judged ; 
- ſufficient Ground of Seceſſion from any Church wha, 
ever, and that becauſe, where a viſible Profeſſion of the 
Truth is kept up, the Deadnefs or want of Livelineſſ n 
that Profeſſion, falls only under the Cogniſance of the 
| Faithful and true Witneſs. And this was} the Cale of the 
Church of Sardis : She kept up her Profeſſion of th 
Truth, therefore it is ſaid ſhe bad a Name to live ; but n 
the mean Time the faithful and true Witneſs, who onh 
- beſt knew her State, finds her to be. dead, or, as our Ay 
' thor expreſſes it, formal and hypocritical, having falla 
from her former Livelineſs, Zeal and Tenderneſ Be 
if by Defection, in the Propoſition, is meant Degeneraq 
in a Church, or the Defection of moſt Part of Minifen 
and Church- members from the Doctrine, Governmer 
and Diſcipline of the Lord's Houſe, as it has been once 
received, profeſſed and practiſed amongſt them, this i 
| not the Sin charged upon the Church of Sardis: She re- 
| - tained ftill her outward viſible Profeſſion, as has been ſad M 
| and upon this Account ſhe had ſo a great Name amongl 
the other Churches, that they reckoned her a ling 
| Church. And it is concerning Deſections of the latter Nin 
that the Queſtion at preſent is. ga 
| I fhall leave 3 — Propoſptions, as they are jad 
- In his ſecond Chapter, when I have obſerved, that, in the 
. Jlluftration of his ejghtb Propoſition, he tells us, That the 
| Reverend Mr. Forefter cites Mr. Durbam on Scandal, 2. 
| Kowledging, that, when Scandals become exceſſive, we ng 
- depart to another Conpregation x. And may not I, for ti: 
fame Reaſon, affirm, that when Scandals become er 
a ve in a National Church, and when the Judicators 
refuſe to purge themſelves or the Church from theſe Scat 
dals, it is lawful and neceſſary to depart from Comm 
nion with them, left, by continuing with the ſame Lum, 
© we alſo be leavened thereby? Since our Author has mer 
tioned: the Reverend Mr. Freſter, I cannot but not 
that, if he had ſeriouſly conſidered the excellent Realo 
- nings of that learned Man, and his ſtrong Pleadiogs (n 
that Part of his Book which he cites) for Separation from 
* . Ido not think he would have put by 
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. Paper es the Hed of Separation: The molt Pare f 
| his Arguments are laid directly againſt our Author's Prin- 
ciples ; and if, in many Places of his Book, we ſhall, for 
Conformifts, read preſent Fudicatories, he proves all that 
the ſeceding Brethren for. And, in the Page out 
of which our Author takes his Citation, Mr. Forefter tells 
| us of ſeveral Caſes, in which Separation is not Sebiſm; as 
firft; (If it be from thoſe, tho never ſo many, who are 
| « drawing back, and in ſo far as drawing back from what - 
| © ever Piece of Duty and Integrity is attained; for. this 
| « is ftill co be held faſt, according to many Scripture-com-* 
| © mands.” And this is what the ſceeding Miniſters plead * 
for. The ſame Author has much more to excellent Par-: 
poſe upon this Head, which the Reader, if he pleaſes,” 
may conſult at Leifure. oo * way 
The Author of the Eſſay proceeds, in his bird Chap- 
ter, to give Inſtances of ſome T 


Dr 


5 
— 
— 


1 


hings which are juſt Ground 
for Mourning and Lament ation, yet are not ſufficient Cauſes 
of Sejaration, His firft-Inſtance is, Eſſay, p. 17. © Albeie: 
« there be Errors, and Errors of a hainous Nature, a- 
« mong ſome in a Church, this is not ſufficient Ground of 
Separation from that Church, nay, not tho” theſe Ex- 
« rots ſhould remain  uncenſured.” This Propoſition, as 
| 3 2 by our Author without = 5 —— or Re 

iction, appears to me to be very lax and dangerous; in 
regard it is 805 of the ſpecial Ends and Defigns of God's 
rearing up and erecting a viſible Church for himſelf in the 
World, that he may be henoured and glorified by a pu- 
blick and open Profeſſion aud Acknowledgment of the 
| Truth: Therefore, if any particular viſible Church ſhall 
tderate in her Bowels Errors of a hainous Nature, ſne 
does not anſwer the End and Deſign of infinite Wiſdom, 
Love and Grace in her Erection and Conſtitution; if Er- 
rors of a hainous Nature paſs uncenſured, the Houſe of 
the living God becomes thereby a Den of notorious Thieves 
and Robbers, and the Church may be a Society made up 
of bifdels who deny the Reſurrection of the or of 
crians, Socinians, and the very worſt Hereticks. I doubt 
not but in the pureſt Churches Error may ſpring up; as 
alſo the Office-bearers may need to be excited and ſtirred 
up to their Duty; this is the Caſe with reſpect to the 
Inftance that he gives us from the Church of Corinth : The 
4poltle, in his firſt Epiſtle, ftirs up he eqn of 
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that Church to the Exerciſe of Diſciplipe againſt the in- 
*fums Perſon ; he chargeth 5 e in that mma 
| a T7 witl 
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; and 
roeping after a godly —— in the Place cited; as 
Cone tn bis — does not give the leaſt 
that this capital Hereſy which he had — aud 
charged fame of them with, was rexzaining among then: 
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— Admontion 0 
| in the fecopd Epiſtle, when thew in ne 
— Warning chat was given them in 
From what is obſerved it is evident, that — 
e A Ee Ii 
* Log he exe ul rl me the ns Le 
en ae y refuſe 2 the ſame Liber- 
fee nl e 
Objection — Wl corrupt Ch 
he Caſe — . 
p. 265. He grants, that many Abuſes may enter 
3 — —__— not to be 
iatcly ſtated without A 
"and thiathe fao-di 


puniſhed, uareprovel, I. 
«-Drunkennefs continued and prafied in the Aſembbes, : 
. Men abiding by the Denial of the Reſurrection, ſo N 


cee be bels Golpel, and the Church 
© to do her and exerciſe her Ambority, to caſt 1 
« cheſe diſorderly Perſons, upon their Obſtinacy, out 

ther Communiom ; it had been the Duty of every Saint 
af God in that Church to have withdraws from it, : 
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ſten; and likewiſe he makes ſome tant. A 
ment, that there may be much Ground. at this 
ment over a dead Minifiry in many Places, p. 2 
be gi ie ROSS 
ri particularly againſt t ſſembl as P. 20, I. 
The Author of the Eſſay goes on, + bn arth Cha — 
to inſtance ſeveral Things reckoned: Jul 

Canſes for Se ion from a Church. - The Fl. ow 
® When « Church ruen heretical in her 
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4 taining ſuch Doctrines in her e eee | 
« of the Foundation, utterly inco th Salvation; 
« or denies ſuch Truths, without the Koewled 


10 Faith whereof we cannot haue Life 
© ceſs, * He gi | 


ſach Truths as are fundament e already obſorusd, 
about Foundation-traths is a very ĩm. 
portant one: All Divine Truths are ſo :cloſly linked ton: 
Pau that it is not eaſy to determine 9 n about. 
s everſive of the Foundation, I may tranſcribe: 
. — 1 ＋. the Auther o 
iptures, Append. — 5H 112. 

ely ima de ee 


* ve mag ay, the lefer it . Value. 
« vi many, it makes the Chriftian's Adherence thereto: 
a greater Teſtimony. It is clear what a cloſe Copcate-: 
by © nation there is amongſt the Truths of God held forth 
3 the Scripture, that one Part thereof cannot be reached 
182 a ſpecial Prejudice to the Whole; yea, it may 
laid, every Corruption of the Truth — an Aim 

1 the very . of Religion, by 2 N eee 
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Church, hen ſhe maintains ſuch Doctrines in de 
dards as are everſive * dp ny oe ——ꝗ— 292 

that comes upon the Field in the preſent Diſpute, and 
S 
ſound, yet Errors ſtriking at the Foundation, and everſive 
of that Scheme of Doctrine contained in her Confeſſa 
Faith, are brought to the Bar of ber Fudicatories, but they 


refuſe to condemn them as contrary to her Standards, and 
give no ſuitable Teſtimeny againſt them; Whether or not, 
in this Caſe, that Church is holding the Foundation? And, 
Tam afraid, this will be found to be the State of Matters 
with" the Judicatorics of this Church; and, if this is the 
Caſe; there is as much Ground for Seceſſion from them, as 
if Doctrines everſive of the Foundation were maintained 
in her Standards. A Confeſſion of Faith is of no more 
Uſe as a Teſt of Soundneſ in the Faith in any Church, 
yea, it is ſtrĩipt of its principal Uſe and Deſign, if Errors 
are vented and maintained everſive of the Scripture-do- 
arines contained therein, and if the Judicatories of a 
Church refuſe to declare ſo mu cd. 
But tho' the Author of the Eſſay lays down the abore 
Propoſition, That there is Ground of Separation from a 
Church, when ſhe maintains ſuch Doctrines in her Stu- 
dards as are everſive of the Foundation; yet we are 112 
Loſs to know what his real Sentiments upon this Head are. 
As the Title of his Chapter runs, he may be conſtructed 
to be taking upon him the Part of an Hiſtorian, reporting 
ſeveral Things which are reckoned juſt and ſufficĩent Cauſes 
for- Separation. They are reckoned, fays be; But, by 
whom? He does not ſay expreſly that be himſelf reckons 
them; and accordingly I find him once and again limiting 
and reſtricting the above Propoſition, as p. 16. “ When 
« Defection from the Truth is made in Fundamentals, and 
ede the Church's Standards of Doctrine are corrupted, and 
4 dhe required to approve thereof. And, p. 113; ſpeaking 
of this National Church, he ſays, * If it was true that ber 
« declared or profeſſed Doctrine is corrupt in fundamen- 
« tal Points, and we required to approve thereof, I ſhould 
think it ſufficient Ground of deparation. From the 
above Inflances, this Author appears to me to be ſo nb. 
guour, that it is a Difficulty where to fix him. Let from 
the Paſſages I have cited it appears very plain, — 
order to ſtate a Seceſſion from a Church on Account © 
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A 
per Errors in Doctrine, Three Things muſt concur; Ig, 
The Errors muſt be of ſuch a Nature as ate utterly in- 
conſiſtent with Salvation. 24h, They muſt be maintai 


by a Church in her Standards; yea, tho ſuch groſs Errors 


ſhould be maintained in her Standards, yet we muſt not 


fate a Seceſſion from her, unleſs, in the bird Place, the 


aire us to approve thereof. At this Rate, Conjunction 
oopht to be maintained, tho ſhe ſhould - make a publiat 
and open Profe ion of Errors utterly inconſiſtent: with Sal- 
vation, if ſhe does not require it of her ſeveral Members 
that they approve. thereof. If this is not to- eftabliſh, a 


* Sneretiſm or Coalition with the Adverſaries of 
ruth, 


condemned by the primitive Church, and by all 
reſormed Divines, let the unprejudiſed World judge. Ac- 
cording to our Author's Principles, he cannot ſtate a Se- 
ceſſion from the Church of Rome on Account of her do- 
&rinal Errors, if ſhe 1s pleaſed to give him ſuch an In- 


dulgence as not to require him to . e of the ſame; 
hay of laſt Age did afford Inftances of the Popiſh Party, 


* 


their being willing to compromiſe Matters with the Re- 
formed after ſuch a Manner: Tea, according to our 
Author's Principles, there was no Ground of Seceſſion 
from Rome on Account of her groſs. doQtrinal Errors be- 
fore the Council of Tren, or at leaſt before the third La- 
teran Council, that condemned the Doctrine of the Albi 
genſes, who then witneſſed for the Truth in a Way of Se- 


| ceffion from the Church of Rome. 


The ſecond Inſtance, which he ſays is reckoned ſufficient 


Ground of Separation from a Church, is dolatry in Wor- 


ſhip. In his Illuftration of this, he tells us, p. 27. I am 
*« of their Opinion, who think we are to ſeparate from all 
« falſe and corrupt Worſhip in any Church, tho every 
Corruption in Worſhip is not , ſufficient Ground of Se- 
4 paration.” Tho he thinks fit to deliver his own Opi- 
mon in this Place, yet I am at a Loſs to underſtand how 
both Parts of his above Aſſertion can hang together. He 
tells us, We are to ſeparate from all falſe and corrupt 
Worſhip; and yet he ſays, Every 2 in Wor- 


mp is not Ground of Separation. I wiſh he had told us 


what is that Corruption in Worſhip that falls not under 
the Univerſal, [41] falſe and corrupt Worſbip ;. or that he had 
told ns what Corruption there is in the Worſhip of God, 
which he judges is not a ſufficient Ground of Separation: 
For my Part, I humbly think it may be made evident, 
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aration, he explains it of unge 
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— 9 
cba eberee, = ſaid to be xyrannical 
i he os —.— — is — 
her Government is or w hr: ran 
in the Admint . lere her Government. 'Our | | 
rian Dirines do generally-affitm; that Dioceſan: — | 
is a tyrannical Form and Model of —— And. tho! 
Pre was nat fo tyrannic in its Form and Model before | 
the Year 1638, as when it was re-jatroduced into this 
Church in the Year 1662, as fall afterwards ſbew; yet 
aSccefton was ſtated ' Fairhfal and eminent Minifters, 
eren from that Form and Model of Prelacy that obtained 
before the'Vear 1688. And ir is what cannot be refuſedy 
that. the Bulk and Body of | Presbyterians in Scotland: dick 
fite a Seceſſion upon thar Form and Model of -Prelatick 
Corernment that Was eſtabliſhed in the Year 16625 and 
| their x Communion with the Prelatick Church-of 
| Srotland,' was made a Handle of for that- violent Perſecus 
tion that was 2 ainft them. But) according tu our 
Author's Way of 15 the Caſe nent T yranny in Go 
vernment, imleſe thers s moſt crwel and habitual "Tyranny, 
 vith intoſerable Perſecution df Soul or Body, there is =o 
Ground of 8eceſſton from a Church on the Headcof Tyr 
ranoy; yea further; accord r 
reaſoning, it appeaxs to me, that there was no Ground ot 
deceſfion from tlie Prelaticlt Church of Nuf,jM eps 
S Government; at leaſt, 
bers have entertained Communion in 
Worſhip with that : Eſpecially: vhen ĩt is: conſt 
dered, that, d the late Times of Prelaey, the Ceres 
. "of E lat Fad no Flace in her 
p. n 
Again, a Church may be ſad 0 be-ryrannical-in her 
Gorerument, when the 1 df ter Government 
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not Seſſions, Presbyteries, Syn 


the Flock of Chriſt may be 92221 
ſerving the Inſtitutions of Chriſt in their Purity, for _ 


Ends, to the 
or if ir is exerciſed by the . Church uno 


_ & were reclaiming ſince the Act reft 


* natwithftanding of ſuch Intruſions, whatever ſome par- 


( 15 d] 


Exerciſe of the Keys of Go 
Houſe of God: And that, 
the preſent Judicatories, 
I ſhall only add further, 


a + 
* 
1 5 


XT the ee 
. 


| A Hou that 
make us truly a Preghyterian Church, ak * free Acceſs of 
— — with their Grievances unto theſe. Courts; 
and the Exerciſe of Mini 2 5% þ and Authority in chem, 
for the Edification of t r for the Redreß 


r bled, 


taining that Liberty wherewith arift hath made his Peo- 
ple free, and for purging} the Church of. ſuch Errors or 
erroneous Perſons 2 the whole Body is in 

to be leavened. If Power and Authority is not exerci 

in the ſaid adicatories, for theſe and the. Jike valuable 
onour and Glory of the Head of the Church; 


_ contrary Ends and Purpoſes; What remains but a 
relatick- Gorernment,. wager. a e N ame d 
The fourth Toftanc; the Efuy 
he nce n in the Eſſay is ebe 
rhe Intrufion of tore giv gr 29. 4 on , Jays be, make 
« the Intruſion of Minifters upon Chriſtian Congregations 
« a Grounl of Separation.” He owns, that Tow 
of violent Intruſions © is a Charge from which the Church 
c of Srotland can leaſt be vindicated of any Thing laid to 
her Charge fince the Revolution, —— how many 
cc Apr ea have been made when Congregations 
 Patronages 
6 ono 1712.” p. 30. What he adds conce the 
that hay been put to ſuch violent Settlements, I ſhall a- 
terwards conſider. But he further adds, « Whaterer 
« Ground there is for Lamentation, there is no ſufficient 
Ground for Separation from the Church of Scotland 


© ticular Congreg 
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ations may have to ſay for vindicalng 
6 ſuch 
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qencly'the Queſtion is, Whether or nor this, with other | 
Les of Tyranny in the * Adminiſtration that may be af- 


terwards named, juſtly infer. that the preſent Judicatorics 
 zre ſo tyrannical in their Government, that oùr Seceſſion 


. 


from them is nec and witratrable ? Our Author en- 
ceavours to impreſs his Readers with his great Zeal a- 
gainſt violent Intruſions; yet he thinks fit to make an 
72.85 for his Brethren that are active in carrying on vio- 
lent Settlements, when he tell us, p. 32. Tho I am not 
«ro vindicate them, yet ſundry of our Brethren who have 
© gone Lengths in appearing for Candidates having Pre- 
& ſentations, which others cannot but condemn, have 
declared, Was it not for the Strait the Church is in from 
4 he Grievance: of ' Patronage, which they profeſs is a 


_ © Grievatice to them as well as others, they had been as 


« averſe from countenanting ſuch Settlements as any.” It 
is a very mean Apology for them, to tell the World that 


the Grievance of Patronage (that is, the Civil Lam eſtabli- 


| thing Patronages) has led them to countera? the Laws of 


the only Lord and Lawgiver of Zion. If our Author 
had dealt faithfully with his Brethren, and according to 
the great Zeal that he proſeſſes, he'ought plainly to have 
told them that they ſhould rather ſuffer than ſin: But, that 
he may ſtifl extenũate their Sin, he likewiſe adds, They 
affirm, the gravaminous Law of Patronages conſtrained 


| © our Church judicatorĩes, even in the beſt and pureſt 


„Times of Reformation, to the like Meaſures. Our 
Author 'muft needs have à good deal of Affurance, when 
he reports, without a juſt Remark upon it, that his intru- 
ding Brethren afficm, that the Judicatories of this Church 
in her reformitipg Times purſued the lite Meaſures with the 


| preſent Judicatories in the Settlement of Miniſters. This 


ua moſt injurious Reflection upon them. Can bis Bre- 
thren give one ſingle Inſtance of their purſuing the like 
Meaſures with the Aſſembly 1737, in their Ac and 8en- 
teuce anent the Settlement of the Pariſh of Denny? beſides 


many other particular Inſtances that might be given. | Or, 
can our Author or his We give any Iaſtance of ag- 


grieved 


mes amon — ma 
Eo area bad 5 before dur Nationdl Afew. 


N reſent and., if ir ber Truth which they ven 
car our Author o po &ro Himſelk y g iti 


ay e lies 0 EAR | 
this Head of the Intrußon 305 Iba ae 
E obſerves, p. 29. That ſundry of the Difleater 
* Ae the Church of Engluid have judged the Wan d 
4 a free Choice in the Election of their on Paſtors, i 
4 enough to vindicate them in g from the Com- 
ec munion of that Church.“ But it ſeems he has not fothi 
à Scots Prealytetiun Divine that makes the Intruſion al 
Miniſters a Ground of r ee Since our Auther 
thinks fir to deal ſo much in Authorities, I ſhall give lin 
two Teſtimonies, u upon this Head, from an Author whin 
he juſtly commends, viz. Mr. Shiells on Church-commutin, 
- who, p. 18. mentions “ four general Grounds of Sep- 
4 ration commonly allowed by all, Hereſy in Doctrine, bis 
% fatry or Breach of the Second Command in the Maner 
1 and Manner of Worſhip, Intruſion or Tyranny of Goren. 
* ment, and Sbiſm or a divided Government. This wa-f 
* thy Author i is pleading for Communion with the Miniſtry 
about the Time of the Revuen, and he applies the go 
general Grounds in the following Manner; Speaking of 
the Minifters at that Time, he Hays, For as none tal 
_ «-doubr their Night to adminiſtrate all "Ordinances, io 
te there is none of theſe Ordinances perverted by them e 
«her in Matter or Manner, fince they are not erroncon 
« in Doctrine, nor do break the Second Commandmeu 
« in Worſhip, nor Intruders or Tyr anvical, nor 
“ rical in Dikiplinesr Governors Fhearti wiſh the 
we could ſay as much concerning the preſent” Minifir 
and Judicatories of this Church. From ihe above on 
2 it ĩs plain, that Tatruders,- and 5 gare one und 
e lame with Bir: Well; ; dag ald, hat n, of Heu 
„ih Governmant, whe! ir prevails i & Chufch, is Fe 
of .Sepanation commianty altoid by" all,” Eikewiſe,'! —＋ 
?Iruſion of Miniſters was one of the Groundeupon wi | 
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of adicatories; and, if the Judica 
f 5 > phy | ot e Intruſions could: not take 
Place by any other Means whatſoever. 


us what ſome affirm, and what ſome thisk , but declares 
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for re Communion with the; Judicatorĩ 1 
any Weight im what our Author very well knows.:: Ja- 
truders have ſometimes in their own Defence, that 


they muſt ſubmit to the A y, and obey the Sentences 


dicatories did not ĩntrude 


aration. ĩs, When 


lis next Inſtance of a Ground of 


- Miniſters are ſcandalaus in Life and. Converſation. And 


here I have no Difference with him: For he not only tells 


ſuch as are evidently ſcandalous may be withdrawn from, 
& albeit, through the Iniquity of the Times, they ſhogld 
not be cenſured. by a Church-· judi : com- 


2 


* 


ne the leaſt ſinful Te of 
*. Communion upon us. Here again he delivers himſelf 


plainly; for he ons, that this is Ground of ene 


from a Church. He adds, (Some have been of. Opinion, 
* that this ĩs the only Ground that can juſtify Separation 
* from a Church of Chriſt.” And here, at cht Foot of abe 


Page, he cites Claud's Defence of tbe Refurmation, .but.he 
cites no Place of that Book : And, if he pleaſes to con- 


ſult it, he will find other Grounds of Separation advan- 


cd ; as for Inſtance, Claud affirms, That when Cor- 
„ mption ſpreads .over all. the Body «fvizer of the Mini- 

i firy) in ſuch a Manner, and ta that Degree, that the 
l Safety of the Faithful cannot longer ſubſiſt under the 
- Conduct of theſe Perſons, and that there is no Hope 
„ Wong them of any Amendment, then the only Reme- 
5 that remains is to ſeparate from them; and it would 
be ſo far from either violating the Order of God, or 


— 


| 6) 3 
. the Miniſtry that he had ſet up, that it won 
= be on contrary to deliver it, as muc as in m 
. of hate: whto have Tor 46, and ie 
. draw it out of > Oppreſſion to which have re- 
44 duced it: This Separation therefore only ng thoſe 
„ Perſons who were unlawfully called to the Maniftry, 
4 and —_—_ abuſed it againſt God and his Church * /A; 
here, by the by, our Author may obſerve a far 
formed Divine acknowledging the Juſtice of Sepat 
from thofe who are wnlawfully called to the 
And I leave it to bimſelf to judge, if Iniruders are law 
fully called to the Miniftry ; as alſo, whether or not t 
 Minifterial Power is abu ed againſt God and his Ch 
when Men arc intruded upon, d diſſenting and reclami 
- Congregations, who art rlling to have a Goſp pei-miniftr 
ſertled amongft them. Be cites alſo, at the Poel hs 
Page, Biſhop Burner's Hiftory of his own Time; But be 
might have been aſhamed td have mentioned vne who i 
| known to be abundantly lax in his Principles about Chard 
' communion; and eſpecially, when, in the 3 to wh 
our Author direct us, the Biſhop i ts reaſoni 
| paration from the Church of England.” Our Xe r 
- ceeds, p. 37. to give ſome particular Inſtances of 
Terms of Communion : He names ſeven, wherein lag 
with him; only I crave Leave to expreſs his Seventh ib 
the following Manner, namely, our Communion, or @ 
junction with any particular Church binds us up or e 
u from the Diſcharge of any Duty wobich our Station 2 
and Character, by the Command of God, does oblige ws with 
 avbether the Reftraint that is laid upon us be explicite or mt 
 Smplicite. This I have illuftrate already; and I hope a 
Author cannot reaſonably refuſe that ir frees 
with any particular Church equ ally finful with theſe * 
© Rances that are given by himſelf of finſul Terms n 
munion. 1 F now to 
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«4 > a1 ac Hunt n in III. 215 eee 
ylerein the State f rbe Ducſtion cuncerning 
- Seceſſon from the preſent' Fudicatories is de- 
re . Fro 
dart. 4 r n nene d OF 8 
CPC 1415 6. 2B 
FD HE Author of the Eſſay diverts himſelf, a little 
1 uh his Gritici/ns upon the Term Seceſſion, p. 193. 
vben he e ordinary and n 

Senſe thereof is © a local R. euer me urgent law- 
c ful Occaſion, N or Temporal, to another or ber- 

« ter-conftitute Church. Tho the worthy Divine whom 
he cites tells us, That the Ward Seceſſion, may be taken in 
this Senſe ; yet he cannot but know, that our Divines have 
| made uſe of this Term to expreſs a Departure, from Com- 
| munion with a particular viſible Church, either in Whole 
or in Part, upon juft and weighty Grounds, even when 


d 
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Ab is la] Removing, or Changing of one's Habitarionz | 
: Hence- Turretine, in his Diſſertation concerning the Ne- 


ceſſty of Separation from the Church of Rome, makes ſtill 
| uſe of the Term Seceſſion, tho he knew very well that 
the Proteſtants in Fance and Germany, and other Popiſh- 
Countries, never removed from their Habitations, except 
when Force and Violence drove them from them. Our Aus 
thor adds, TRY (the ſeceding Miniſters) have not ſepa- 
4 rated locally, ſeeing they ftill inhabit the ſame Manſes, 
* as well as enjoy the ſame Benefices. It ſeems the above 
Obſerve upon the Term Seceſſion is made, that he may 
vent fomewhar of a Grudge that we have a peaceable Re- 
in our ſeveral Congregations to which we bear a 

Wy paſtoral Relation, and that we enjoy the Benefices to which 
ve have a juſt Claim by vertue of our Office and Relation 

to them. Next, he tells us, The Word Seceſſon is ſome- 
times taken for a Revolt and Mutiny. He does not alledge 
ay Authority for this Senſe and Meaning of the Word, 
and [ do not know if he can; but he is pleaſed to add, 
Many think they have made a Seceſſion in that ReſpeR.” 
Here he diſcovers a Diſpoſition to hold and treat us as Re- 
ders and Mytineers ; but I ſhall not trouble the Reader 
with his idle Criticiſms in handling ſuch an im- 
portant Subject. Only I cannot but here obſerve, that it 
ray be reaſonably preſumed that our Author has learned 
the above Criticiſm from ſome Dofor of the Church of 
Rome, or at leaſt from ſome Author whoſe Name for 
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obable is, that Mr.-Claud reports, that the 
Church of Rom: created our worthy: . 
— the ſame Manner: His Words are, 
20 accuſe them (viz. our Reformers) to have been Rel 


4 and Schiſmaticks, who lifted themſelves up the | 


* =: Authociry of their Mother the Church, 2 
« ficred Bond of the Chriftian Communion ** Which i 
the ſame upon the Matter with what our Author has ad- 


_ vanced as above. But, whatever be in this, ſaute, it un 


ſome urgent Ne that brought him upon the 
wirhaut a vifeble Second, if not tum 4 0 fe ths pes 
he ſeldom rakes the Field without two or three ſuch 4 
tendanti, tho* frequently preſſed into his Service.” B 
proceed to lay down ſome neceſſary Obſerves and Dif. 
Hons, for laying open the true State of the Queſtion. 
If, There is a Difference betwixt different Sentjment 
the Members of a Church, upon ſome; particule 
Points that have never been 2 Part or Branch of Tet 
mony in that Church, or that were never adopted in ay 
2 her publick Acts and Conſtitutions; and ſuch Po 
s axd Praffices maintained and juſtified, which are in 
Lemſclves a e or Backſlidi from ſome Patt c 
Ranch of what has been received and adopted a4 
of Confeſſion and Teſtimony in a Church. The fa 
Brethres are far from ftaring tlieir Seceſſion ugqn c 
of Sentiments. He tells us upon his firlf Pto, 


Þ Hon, * Thar;ſome would, and do, excommunicate al 


"that are not exactly of their Mind. Wha tbeſe Jane 
se, our Author bet knows. The Inſtance that he give 
of the Giant. Procruffes p. 6. has more Levit „in it thas 
becomes the Gravity ab the Sabje&.. But as. t 5 
none of the Principles of the ſeceding Miniſters (for they 
now. very well thar the beſt of Men may have 
Seotiments) {> the Queſtion before us is concerning ſ#d 
we fo or Praftices as may be juſtly reckoned a Nhe 
2 has ant ner | A Confeflion and Tefte 
in this particu ati urc 
5 45. There is a vaſt Difference betwixt Evil and E. 
yors that a Church may fall into, and theſe Evils juli 
and continueck in, aſter the ordinary Means have jr 
uſcd to reclaim a Church or the adicatories t the 
Miniſters have not ſtat their Seceſſion upon 


r Evils lately ** 115 in — 0574 
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have paring Gerke i) inen ed their Aube 
tune to all theſe, in their Judicial 2 Teftimony t 
Fa , if her Principles are con , as t lemnly 
avouched and ſworn to the National Covenant us Scotland, 
1 the Solemn' League and Covenant of the three Nati- 
| ons, they have alfo in like Manner, in their foreſaid Act 
and Teſtimony, acknowledged. the inviolable Oblig ation 
of theſe ſolemn Oaths and Covenants : Bur, if the Church 
of Scotland is conſidered as repreſented in her preſent Judi- 
eateries, Bip * ownthat they have declared a Seceſſion from 
| them, and that they cannot now act in Con junction with 
them, as Members of the fame Reclefiaſtical Body and that 
| becauſe — are carrying on a Courle of Deleckion and 
from our covenanted Vniformity in Doctrine, 
Government and notwithftandin 
old Repreſentations and Remonſtrances made 
fore them unte the contrary. Therefore the Queſtion 
under - our Confiderati ration is not concerning Seceſſros Frome 
te Gorb of Scotland, but r Eaves from the 
ent Tudicatories of this Natignal Cha 
WE There isa vaſt Difference New e A Ly = 
8 oe Refer Men, and Church, 4 4 


- 
8 —— - 


"oe 
329 


WEE D ” 
when a Church is uſing her Endeavours to'reform wha 
is wrong, and to, redreſs what is gravaminous, the 
through Miftake ſhe may take ſome wrong Steps in her 
Adminiſtration, yet it would be very unreaſonable to de- 
part from her Communion ; but in the latter Caſe, whe 
the prevailing Courſe and Management of the Judicatorig 
of a Church is towards Backſliding from TEN 
rity once attained unto, every wrong Step that is 
bas a native Tendency towards ftrengthning and accele 
rarting the general Courſe of Apoſtaſy and di 
Tho' the ET. looks upon this Diſtinction as of 1 
Weight, yet I lag Mr. Sbyells, in his Treatiſe on Church 
communion, lays very much Streſs upon it: Therefore, ; 
23, 24. of that Book, he lays down the very ſame I 
ſtinction; and when he comes to ſtate the Queſtion, p. j 
he ſtates it in the following Manner, according to is 
Views of the Church of Scotland at that Time; * The 
<< Queſtion (ſays he) is not, Whether we can hold Un- 
4 on or Communion with thoſe Miniſters, tho ſound n 
« Principles, who yet are carrying on Courſes of Com 
64 pliances and Defections, involving all in Sin that hae 
44 Communion with them, in a broken and declining Stat 
&. of the Church? but the Queſtion is, Whether ve cn 
« have Communion and Union with theſe that did indeei 
44 comply with the wicked Eſtabliſh ments of the Tim, 
« and were involved in the Defections of the Church, 
ac but zow are carrying on Reformation in Doctrine, Wor- 
a ſhip, Diſcipline and Government, according to. the 
44 Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and the Conſtitutions of this 
4 Church in former Times? The ſame excellent Peri 
is yet more plain, when he tells ue, p. 15. Only * 
& plead for Union with Pcesbyterian Miniſters promoting 
4 Reformation in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline n 
©, Government, and oppoſing Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtir 
«niſm, Sectarianiſm, and whatſoever is contrary to 
4 Dactrine and the Power of Godlineſs, according * 
«nants.” I humbly judge, the ſeceding Minifters mi 
be ſatisſied to have their Cauſe examined and tried accu 
ding to the above Way and Manner in which Mr. Shel 
ſtates the Queſtion. Our Author thinks fit to tell us, p. 196 
4 That he knows the above Treatiſe was rec ded by 
4 gur dear Brother the Reverend Mr. Ebenezer Eutin 
< to ſome of his Pariſhoners when at Portmoak; and (i 
4 5 


9 . . 
£2377 77 


Q ww wy ww dd - a 


'Sh PSI me oo =» mo Oe. > > > Ss ns eee, ee e eee me 2 2 8 | 


. 


« it ſeriouſiy, bearkning to his ſolid Reaſons againſt Sepa⸗ 
« ration. Whether Our Author ſpeaks the Reve.-: 
rend Mr. Eritine in the above Manner, in a Way of Jeſt, 
or out of true Regard unto him, I ſhall leave it to the 
Reader to judge ; only I muſt obſerve, that he had good: 
Reaſon to oe ny end. Mr. Sbhiells on Church communion, 
and I wiſh our Author and others would ſcrioufly confider 
his ſolid Reaſons and Concluſions againft Union and Con- 
on from out reformed and covenanted Principles. 
|  5thly, It is one Thing to ſtate a Seceſſion from a Church 
an account of perſonal Blemiſber and Defects in the Walk 
| and Converſation of her Members, and another Thing | 
to ſtate Seceſſion from a Church on account of a Courſe 
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| F- of Defection from Steps of Reformation once attained un- 
Tie BY fo, carried on by her Judicatories in their judicative Ca: 
city, notwithſtanding of Remonſtrances againſt ſuch 
i » WY B:ck{lidings and — The ſeceding Miniſters 
axe never ſtated their Seceſſion upon the 2 
hav (o it upon the latter. The Eſſay, p. 16. gives us the fal- 
hs ing Propoſition out of Mr. Rutherfoord's Due Right, p. 
ca 255: There is no juſt Cauſe to leave a leſs clean Church, 
i it be a true Church, and go to a purer and cleaner.” 
in And be apprehends that this makes ſo much for him, that 
dh, he puts it in the Front of the Paper which he calls his ſhort 
V- 7 indication ; but any who have read that Book: of Mr. 
be Niberfoord 's, will eaſily fee, that he reaſons againſt ſuch 


who plead for the Neceſſity of poſttive Evidences and Signs 
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of Regeneration in order to Church-communion, and who 
late Seceffion from a Church on account of perſonal De- 
oring ſets and Blemiſhes in the Walk and Converſation of 
n Chorch-members : But as our Seceſſion is not ſtared upon 
ai ſuch Principles, ſo this Propoſition of Mr. Ruther- 
Gaol is not at all to the Purpoſe. As for Inſtance, It any 
ng * Mould ſeparate from the Parochial Church of Kinglaſſic, 
Corll join themſelves unto another which they apprehended 
m to be more pure and clean, merely becauſe the moſt Part 
cc ef the Members of the ſaid Church may want poſitive E- 
i „ ences and Signs of R ion, I doubt not but all the 
, 196 kceding Brethren would condemn them, and would readi- 
ed bf declare themſelves of the ſame Mind with Mr. Rurber- 
rk wan his Due Right. And as it is well expreſſed by him, in 
.(@ lis laft printed Letter directed to ſome Profeſſors in Aber- 
12 ben, who were carried away into ſuch Extremes; © If you 
Gy 


4 exclude all Non-conyerts from the viſible City of God,in 
RE 'F'S | © which 


| 683 + 
ti which daily, Multitudes in Sat land in all the fonrQuartey 
« of the Loa, above whatever our Fathers ſaw, | 
« into Chriſt; ſhall they not be left to the Lions and vid 
«© Beafts of the Foreſt, even to Jeſuites, ſeminary Priel, 
« and other Seducers 7 Nor can it be a Way 
« ven of the Lord: in Scripture, to excommunicate 
«© from the viſible Chureb-(which is the Office-houſe of 
cc the free Grace of Chrift, and his Draw-net) all the 
6 NMultitudes of Non- converts, baptiſed, and viſibly with 
“ in the Covenant of Grace, which are in Great Bran 
6 and all the reformed Churches, and ſo to ſhut the 
4 Gates of the Lord's gracious Calling upon all theſe, 
* becauſe they ate not in your Judgment choſen to dale 
& tion, when once you are within yourſelves.” I wiſh ſuch 
as are in of theſe Extremes would ſerioufly con- 
 fider theſe the like ſtrong Scripture-reaſonings con- 
tain d in the forefaid Letter: But tho' the ſeceding Bie- 
thren do nor ſtate Church-communion or Seceſſion upon 
the above-mentioned Principles; yet they may very vel 
affirm, with the whole Stream of reformed Divines, that 
A viſible Profeſſion and Confeſſion of the Truth is neceſſay 
#0 the Conftitution of ſuch à particular viſible Gbirch, u 
ubieb we may ſafely join in Communion : Or according to 
Mr. Gilleſpie, as he is cited, Eſſay, p. 3. To maintan 
< and profeſs the true Doctrine, 4c the true Faith, u 
% by all Proteſtant orthodox Writers made one, yea, ile 
1 principal Mark of a true viſible Church.“ They may 
likewiſe ſaſely affirm with Mr. Ratherfoord in the Pag 
above cited, When the greateſt Part of a Church maketh 
« Deſection from the Truth, the leſſer Part remaining 
% ſound, the greateſt Part is the Church of Separatils 
* Tho the manieſt and greateſt Part in the actual Exer. 
« ciſe of Diſcipline bo the Church, yet, in the Caſe o 
« right Diſcipline, the beſt, tho feweſt, is the Church; 
« for Truth is like Life, that retireth from the manic : 
« Members unto the Heart, and there remaineth in in 
* Fountain, in cafe of Danger.” Here Mr. Ruben 
writes very plainly : In the former Pr jon, be tell 
ns what is not Ground of Separation from a true Church! 
in this, he tells ug what is Ground of Separation from 4 
Church, even when the greateſt Part make DefcQion 
from the Truth. The Efay but clouds and darkens tho 
Matter, when he tells us, that ſurely Mr. Aas er 
means of declared Deſection from the Frurh in — 

4. damentals.” I have ſaid enough upon the Point of - 
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(6s) 
1imentali already; I ſhall only ſubjoin the following Pro- 
poſition concerning Fundamentals, advanced by Mr. Ru. 
therfoord in the ſame Section, p. 229. Tho the Knows, 
6 of Fundamentals be neceſſary unto. Salvation, yet 
« jr cannot eaſily be defined what Meaſure of Knowledge 
u of Fundamentals, and what determinate Number of Fun- 
« damentals, doth conſtitute a true viſihle Church, and a 


s found Believer.” ö n A 


| tby, It is one Thing to 
a particular Church on account of her Cotruptions, and 
another Thing to wncburch that ſame particular Church: 
I find theſe two frequently confounded, or reckoned: one 
and the ſame Thing in the Eſſay, as p. 3. Tho ſome 
4 among us ſhould be leavened with unſound Doctrine, 
and albeit there ſhould be Faults both as to the Admi- 
« niftration of Sacraments and Exerciſe of Diſcipline, it 
is far from being enough to wnebureb,. or accaſion Sepa». - 
i ration from the Church of Sotland, ſeeing ſhe doth not 
own nor approve of theſe,” A Seceſſion may be war- 
rantably declared from a Church on account of her Cor- 
ruptions and Backſlidings, when yet ſhe is not uncbhurched 3: 
E is hard to determine what Length a Church may go in 
Apoſtaſy and Backſliding, before ſhe is altogether un- 
churched ; the Author, if he pleaſes, may read to this 
Purpeſe one of his own Books, Mr. Rutherfoord's Peaceable 
Plea, Chapter 10, Tho* the Diſſenters in England and. 
heland have ſtated a Seceflion from the Church of England, 
on account of her Corruptions in Worſhip, Government 
nd Diſcipline ; they do not therefore unchurch her: They, 
do not refuſe her the Character and Denomination of a 
P rieflant Church; nay, they do not diſpute, that many 
hare lived and died in Communion with the Church of 
Ezgland, thro' Ignorance of her Corruptions and the Sin- 
tunes thereof, who have had Communien with Chriſt. 
and this leads me to take Notice of one of our Author's 


1  RESEEmES TAB ST . TT OW 


Bas þ againſt Seceſſion from the Church of Scotland 
nun ber preſent Conſtitution, on account of its Affinity with 
tells what is obſerved on this Head, Moreover (ſays he, 
ch: . f. 63.) to ſeparate from the Church of Scotland at this 
2 1 y, tis interpretatively a Condemning of Chriſt the 
cen Head of the Church, as if he was to be blamed, ſeeing 
s the be yet keeps Communion with her. All the Proof he 
glen for the Support of his Argument, is ſome Words 
_ edged from Mr. Durbam; but he has not thought fir to 
— bel us in which of Mr. Dwrbam's Works: the Words are 
A WT 7 to 


5 * 
to be found ; I cannot therefore paſs any Judgment ahow- 
them. I have given ſome _ 2 J y, and 1 ſhall 
give mo ere I have done, that our Author's Citations do 
not always fupport his Arguments, eſpecially if they are 
taken in Connection with other Parts of the Subject out 
of which they are excerpted : But, with reſpe& unto his 
above Argument againſt Seceſſion, it Jeans evidently upen 
the following Propoſition, I ben we ſeparate from 4 
Church, wwe interpretatively condenin Chrift, as if be un 
be blamed for keeping Communion with any of ber Member, 
But I do not think that our — get any of our 
Presbyterian or Reformed Divines that will juſtify hi 
Aſſertion; they are all very cautious in determining what 
Length a Church may go in Deſection or Corruption, be- 
fore Communion is wholly cut off betwixt the Head 4 
all the Members thereof: Tho Corruption and Super- 
tion can never have the Approbation and Countenancedf 
Heaven, will it therefore follow, that, when we 
from Communion with a particular viſible Church on x- 
count of her Corruptions, our Seceſſion is © interprets. 
4 tively a Condemning of Chriſt the Head of the Church, 
44 as if he were to be blamed,” if he in his adorable 8 
vereignty communicate himſe}f and his Grace even to thele 
' who remain in Communion with a corrupt and depenerate 
Church? The Sovereignty of Grace may be glorified 
amongſt theſe, whom it is not ſafe nor warrantable ſa 
us to hold Communion with as Members of the ſame Ec 
eleftaftick Body. The hidden and ſecret Communication 
of the Grace of the Redeemer, are neither the Standard 
nor Rule of our Duty; therefore, tho we have 
a deceſſion from the preſent Judicatories, it does not for 
low that we have #ncharcbed them. Neither will it follon 
that we alledge, that none of the Members of this Nati 
nal Church, who are in Conjunction with the preſent Ju. 
dicatories, have Communion with the Lord Jeſus; 
far leſs will it follow, that our Seceſſion is io he interpt 
in the Manner above-cxprefſed by our Author, which] 

mall not repeat. e fo eee 27 
Iibh, Some are pleaſed to diftinguiſh betwirt a neg4i® 
and poſitive Seceſhon from a Church, particularly (the 
Author of the Eſſay, p. 9. with a manifeſt Deſign ro fix 3 
poſitive Seceſſion (according to his Senſe and Meaning 
it) from the Church of Scotland upon the ſeceding Mm 
ſters; and therefore it will be neceſſary that 1 explain who 
is commonly meant by the: above Terms, as alſo —— 


— 
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5 K. 
conſider how far they are applicable to the Seceſſion asit is 
fared at preſent by the--45ſſociate Pregbytery. Negative S- 
| ceſſion is, when a Perſon or Perſons withdraw from Com- 
munion with a particular Church on account of ſome Cor 
ruptions that have taken Place, but have not Freedom as 
yet to meet together in diſtinct Aſſemblies for Worſhip 
and Government, in Expectation that the Corruptions com 
ined of may be ſhortly amended by that — 
kr Church from whom they have, in ſo far, ſeceded. 


Again, poſetive Seceſſion is, when ſuch as depart from Com- 

| munion with a particular Church upon juſt and warran - 
table Grounds, do likewiſe meet together in diſtinct AC- 
ſemblies for Worſhip and Government, after have 
tried all the ordinary Means for removing of He we 
tions, or for Remedy of the Evils complained of; and yet 


far deſpiſed, that the Corruptions and Exils complained of 
are perfiſted in and juſtified, and thereby all reaſonable 
Expectation of reforming the ſaid Corruptions and Evils 
is loſt; The ſeceding Miniſters will readily grant that they 
have upon the foreſaid Grounds made a Seceſſion both ne- 
gative and poſitive from this National Church as ſhe is now 
repreſented in her preſent: Judicatories; but then they 
have always refuſed. that they have made a. Seceſſion in 
either of the above Senſes from the National Church of 
Seotland, when ſhe. is conſidered in her reformed Prin- 


and Diſcipline, as they have been laid down from the 
Word of God in her approven Standards, unto which all 
Ranks of Perſons in the Land have bound and cupged 

edfaftly 
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themſelves by ſolemn Covenant conſtantly and 

to adhere. And here I would have the Reader carefully 
to obſerve the Difference between the National Church of 
Stland in her excellent Conſtitution agreeable unto the 
Word of God, and as ſhe is at preſent repreſented in her 
Judicatories, who are carrying on a Courſe of Deſection, 
= letting ſlip, or departing from, ſuch Reformation-prin- 
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acknowledged, and ſworn to maintain.; I hope I may af- 
firm-in Behalf of the. Members of the Aſſaciate Presbytery, 
that they defire thro*/Grace never to ſecede. from the Con- 
ſtitation and Principles of the National Church of S- 
ld, but to contribute their Endeayours for the Support 
and Defence of the ſame: And therefore: they are not 
cnltcutiog a 4iftiv Church from the Nee of 

oF -- hh "a 2 . ot< 


in the mean Time the Means that they have uſed are ſo 


ciples, with reſpect to Doctrine, Worſhip, Government 


aples as we in this organick Cburch have once profeſſed, 
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3 — 3 National Church; at 
endeavouring, in the Situation wherein adorable Proyi. 
dener has them, to cleave to Reformation puri 
— unto in chte Church, and to 24 — 
. Day. already. obſcreed;'that 

ar viſihle — — the-Cubolic, 
za mnothe Whole: Hence (it cle s 
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e Church: art involved in a 1 


Deſection from the Principles: of —— 

the Natiorial Church, tho the iaſſer, ho deſire ta dem 

— — — — rer d or eurer 
teria 

lick Proſeſſion of ther 

df from the Nation 
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0 tives 

— hurch, who are carrying on a Courſeuf Ds 

Oppoſition to the received Principles of aha 

om they ent. I . likewiſe obſerve, 
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= if fo Loch a. declare dee fo 
Grounds; are warranted an 
Worſhip of ,f 
— among them have the 
"fame Warrant to alſociare together for the Exercilo d 
Government and Diſei n AH e 262 
From What is — «the: Reader 
that, as the Caſe ſtands betwirt the Aﬀfociare: 


und he the 15 
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Julieoris, A Lo £0 8 is not concerning the 
2 up of Miner Chech from the National Church 
N whether or not theſe who are grieved 
| wich the Conduct and Management of the preſent Judi. 

have Divine 7 and Warrant to affociate to- 
A the Exerciſe of the Keys of Diſcipline and Go- 

3 a diſtinct Capacity * the faid 8 
Likewiſe, the Queſtion is not concerning Seceſſion from 
a Church holding and maintaining her Re tion-purity, 
but concerning Se ffion from ſuch Judicatories as are let- 
ting flip that re NR attained unto, or who are carry- 
| ing on a Courſe EIT from our Reformation. prin- 

ciples and Purity; Again, the Queſtion is not concerning 
deceſſion from a reforming Church, or from Judicatories 
that are willing to be reformed; but concerning Seceſſion 
from ſuch Judicatories who refuſe to be reclaimed, and 

who, inſtead of returning unto the Lord, are in ſeveral * 
Inftances backſliding more and more, in the 
late ative Concurrence of the moſt Part of the Mini 
| with an evident Encroachment bday eee 

dom of the Redeemer, by their reading 83 
or other the late Act of Parliament — pow 
Poteous, and in the univerſal filent Submiffion and Ac- 
quieſcence of the Judicatories unto the ſaid Eraftian En. 
croachment and Uſurpation. Alſo, = ton is n 
I this or the other particular icular Step of bei” fret 
our Reformation-parity, abſtractiy — in it- 
ſelf, gives juſt of Seceſſion from the preſent Ju · 
dicatories? but the Queſtion is, Whether or not a com» 
plex Courſe of Defection, and this perſified in in after the 
Fond Means have been uſed to reclaim them, gives juſt 

for ſuch who deſire to be faithful unto che 
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Miniſters have never ſtated their Seccifion 
ticular St ep of Defection 3 zi 


1 
oy 
1 
, 
ö 
4 
i 
$ 
5 
| 
LU 
i 
= 
. 
N 
| 
| 
| — 
' 
1 


pong Judicatories, and, tho 2 Aa be few 1 2 ap 
1 Government and 


not the preſent 
4 Qrriſt ? 1 


74 ) 

| Lent Judicatories WW diſplay the Banner of mm 
Teſfimony for Truth; in 3 they have n 

preſiy nor particular ly the man 
rors that have been hs to their Bar, whereby a da 
gerous Hncretiſm is introduced into this Church. 8 
may likewiſe juſtly alledge, that there 1s à Series 


Tract of Tyranny. in the Adminiftration, e © 
Flock of Chriſt are wounded, ſcattered and broken; x 


Alo, that the Crown-rights of the Redeemer have ba 


profaned and caft down to the Ground of late, as well a 
in former Times; and that no judicial Teſtimony is life 
up for his ſpecial Prerogatives as King of Zion, nor fer 
the Honour of his Kingdom; and that, in theſe, and the 
like particular Inſtances, the Bond of our Union and Cov 
junction in this particular organized Church is diſſaba 
and broken. And further, it may be alledged, Tha: 
Courſe of 2 iſted in, notwithſtanding of ke 
rances, 


bers to 


Office bearers in the Church of Scotland, w 
keep the Word of the Lord's 9 8 5 and fo be found 
faithful unto him in this Day of Degeneracy and Backſl 
ding, to depart from E mmunion with the 


r, to affaciatc t kno 17 5 165 a . 
or. 1 
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are committed unto them; o 7 


pr. N 
and as they would anſwer The Bod as 
Appointment and , Inftitution, in 205 Ie Le 
Church, which is for the Support and Defence of the 
Truth, and for the Edification * the Body of Chrifl. 
I ſhall only further obſerve, That when the complet 
Conduct and Management of the preſent Judicatorics i 
confidered, together with their Submiſſion to ſuch Er: 
ſian Encroachments and Uſurpations which nearly 
their Conſtitution; the Queſtion likewiſe is, Whether oc 
Judicatories of this National Church ca 
be held and r lawful and r righe-conſtirace c 
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pre and 7 5 ordinary Meas 
thar have been uſed. by Minifters and other Church: men- 
ring the Judicatories to the faithful Diſcharged 
their Duty,; and therefore, that it is the Dut e 
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be preſent Judicatories is ftated, and 
ll a 2indicated fromthe Exceptions laid 
= againſt the Joins: ” ys Author * 7 
4 8 the Queſtion is Aated i in the Cloſe of the precee- 
ke A ding Chapter, that which I am now to inftru& 
and prove is, That, when the Conduct of the pre- 


ſent Judicatories of this National Church is confidered, 
all ſuch who deſire to ſtand upon our Reformation Bot- 
tom and Ground, ought to depart from Communion with 
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2 them in their Judicarive Capacity; as alfo, that ſuch A- 
1 nifters and Elders, who defire to be found faithful ro the 
1 Lord, have Right and Warrant on their Side, from the 
1 Word of God, and from the Acts and Conſtiturions of 
17 this National Church agreeable thereto, tho" few in Num- 
1 ber, to aſſociate together, and to exerciſe the Keys of Go» 
+ | vernment and Diſcipline, that they may in a Fdicative 
1 8 bear Teſt imony to the Truths of God agaĩuſt 
4 y Inj juries that are done to the ſame, as alſo that 
W ty 0 nay in he ſaid Caj v5 contribute their Endeavours 
ben for the Help and Reli e Lord s op preſſed ors 
4 through Fey Land. rib for Proof of this, I ſhall 


2 9 57 of the Church of Scotland as ſhe is repreſentel in 

ber preſent. udicatories, both with reſpect to her Conduct 
in docttin⸗ Errors, and alſo with and Dit to her Behavr- 
1 the Exerciſe of Government and Diſc cipline ; Phe 


> hot 
2 
* 


gl 
es 8 
Er 
fc 


FE % 3 FX. 


ils to , As Vs Gaia, to . to- 
& Capacity from the faid Judicatories: 
his Chap ter with ſome Inftances of 
Ger allo of Befection tt "ar 2 taken Place ſince the 
on was firſt ſtated Anno 1733, whereby it wil lap- 

Kr, that the preſent . inſtead of ne 
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with the Duty that is incumbent upon every particu 
the Church of the living God. 
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and returning unto the Lots: . a N 
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nne it it is proven, that Fe Vatioat Chin 

. as. ſhe is repreſented in Ot os Ba Jude: 


tories, has not the'Scriptn 
_ Charch of the living G Gol, 1 Tim. i il. Tem 


C Have obſerved already, har” * is a Fpecial Charts 
of the Church of the living God, that the is a Soticy 
profeſfing and cone ſſing the Truths of God; hence 

ſhe is deligned, 255 Pillar nad Grand Sa 1 Tim 

ture, when they . from it the | hots 


that the Holy Ghoſt, in the above Wor, Plar 
unto us one of the princip al Ends and B eligns 
rection and Conftitution à viſible Church in 


Leers woeaowrrw 


Church, as ſhe would evidence i 
Church is 


Truth, that is, ſhe ought to maintain, als wad tp 
+ the Truth, inſt all ſuch Errors as Ry 
in the Church, whereby the Truth may be a 

She is the Pi/iar of Teh, that is, 2 5 

a notify and declare the Truth, in fuch 
diftin&t Terms, as every one may underftand the 
and Will of the L. and Head of the Church 
when Error is vented, ſhe ought to give 1 certain wi 
diftin Sound, that it may be known What is Nb, wt 
what is Zoey. The Office-bearers of the burt 7 
a ſpecial Manner injoined this Duty, therefvre'this 


SSS. . 


wt is incumbent u the Church-repreſentative in A 
particular Manner: ape he we Paul gives a of ry 
Charge and Warning to chis P poſe unto rhe ba th 
Epheſus, As xx. ” 5 29, As al d, the Maintenance 1 
Preſervation of Truth, is a Tu committed unto of 
Office- bearers, which they are commanded ro bold 3 G 
2 Tim. i. 13, 14, In every particular viſible Chur By ©: 
whether National or Provincial, their Communion rope” an 
ther is built upon their common Joaoyia, or your! in 


— 


pe ne arch da. 7 

2: Fel Diſorder 
Profeſſion of the Truth in Op 
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rerlal Grace is cabliſhed, in ſo far as it has 

a the Bar of our Aſſemblies, that there is an implicite 
Ofer of Grace, and an obſcure Revelation of the Remedy 


Garch, by the Works of Creation and Providence in- 
cuding Tradition; as likewiſe, in ſo far as a Connection 

i eſtabliſhed, either from the gracious m, or 

the Promiſe of God, betwixt the ſerious; Endeavours © 

the te Heathen, and e fuller and clearer Revelation of the 

TH unto them; and betwixt the ſerious Endeavours 

that are within the Church, 1 and Saving. 

Grace : Doctrines alſo, whereby the abſolute Dom 

of God over the free Actions T7 the rational Cronmes 

and the poke yung s abſolute De him in Work- 
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provided for Sin made to thoſe that live without the 
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| were diſmiſſed A 1717 in ſome general Terms, aol 


a ſpecial Part and Branch of Divine Piceiants fin ug 
Doctrines likewiſe, whereby our Faith of the T. 
Divine Revelation is, according to Mr. Cocks Scheing 
timately reſolved into a Series and Train of Moral Arge- 
ments and 'Reaſonings. As theſe and othet petticiom 
Doctrines have been vented and maintained ws, 
ſo the Author of the Eſſay will be hard put | to it ta prove 
that they are not everfive 2 the F on; and howerer 
lighr ſome may make of them, yer, if chey are ſeriouſh 
conſidered, it will plainly appear, that the whole Syſtem 
of Divine Trath, held forth from the Word of God in 
our Confeſſion of Faith, is ſubverted by them: Andi 
may be too juſtly ſaid, that the Church bas been leavend 
by the ſaid Doclrines, ſeeing theſe dangerous Errors bar 
been brought to the Bar of our Aſſemblies once and: 
and the Standard of a Teftimony has never been 

ainſt them. When the above Doctrines were brought 

rſt under the ce of our General Aſſemblies, 


erer eee ee 0 


none of them were y and expreſſy condemned. 
And when the Commiite of Adembiy, e 
it clearly proven that Mr. $1mſon in | 
2 dangerous Scheme, pet the Aﬀemblies bf _ | 
have never given any Manner of Teftimc ry again The 
ſame; neither 12 the Author off Eſſay ales, th 
any of them have been 2s Contrary 
Word of God and our Confeſſion of Faith. And, if this 
is duly conſidered, every upprejudiſed' Perſon mays 
that — is 0 . what 1s afferred 1 
Chargh,' Hay p. 2. © As her Standards tor Boktriße ur 
2 pure, ſo Nee, of no Errors in —_— 
her Standards for Doctrine were nev pere 
yet hen Error is brought unto her Bats Ne 
demned; the is juſtiy charged with e bg 
Error. It is evident, that tho? the Standards 
may be pure, yet, if Error is brought to thie Bar of her 
| Judicatorics, and maintained as agreeable unte bet Stun- 
coy andthe Church nothing to rhe contrary, thit 
one cho adopt ſuch dangerous Privcipſes tay re 
fora ly judge in themſelves, that the Church does not 
reckon the Errors they eſpouſe to be'contrary to her pr. 
blick Standards And this was'the Cafe with Mr. Simſ”; 
he maintained, that the ſeveral” Propoſitions which were 
owned and acknowledged by him, tho of the above dar 
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of God, and nowiſe 3 to 3 of Faith. 
| Hence it is plain, that, with. teſpect to the Errors aſſerted 
and maintained by Mr. Simon in his firſt Proceſs, our Con- 
fefſion of Faith can no more be reckoned. a fixed Standard, 
and Teſt of Orthodoxy or Soundneſs in the Faith, in Op- 
poſition to the {aid I either in the Judicatories of 
the Church, or amongſt ſuch as are in Conjunction with 
them; in regard the preſent „ ung have refuſed a 
Confeſſion of their Faith, in Oppoſition to the above per- 
nicious Errors maintained at their Bar as agreeable to the 
Word of God, and nowiſe contrary to our ſaid Confeſſion 
of Faith; and conſequently they muſt be held as a leavened 
Lump, until the above- mentioned and other Errors are 
particularly and expreſly condeme de. 
Wich reſpect to the ſecond Libel againſt Mr. Simſon, 


and the Errors vented by Mr. Campbell, if they are dul 
ee e ee e 
firmed, that Errors exerſive of the Foundation have been 
vented amongſt us, and hat the Judicatories have given 
no particular Teſtimony againſt them, even tho the Ven- 
ters of the ſaid Errors: have in like Manner pled that : their 
Doctrines were nowiſe contrary to the Word of God, or 
our Confeſſion. of Faith. As for Inftance, The true Deity 
of the Son of God is a Foundation-truth; as allo, it is a 
Fundation-truth, That the Three Perſons of the adorable 
Trinity are One Subſtance in Number: But it was clearly 
Mr. Simon's own Papers in Proceſs, that he had expreſſed 
bimſelf in Terms ſubverſive of theſe fundamental! Truths. 
Yet the General Aſſemblies of this Church have never in- 
ficded any Cenſure upon the ſaid Mr. Smſon, bearing any 
Proportion to the grievous Scandal and Offence he had 
given. hey avg never particularly condemned the 
oncous Pro Grions vented by Mr. Smſon, whereby the 
dcripture· doctrine of the Holy Trinity. is ſubverted ; nei- 
ther haye. they aſſerted the Truth in Oppoſition unto the 
Terms in which it has been oppoſed and denied: And con- 
{quently the preſent Judicatories have never to this Day 
lified up a faithful judicial Teftimony for the above Foune 
Gtion-truths, and againſt the Errors that have been vented 
lo the Prejudice of the ſame. E wn 
Likewiſe, a Scheme of dangerous Principles has been 
publiſhed and defended by Mr. Campbell Profeſſor of 
Church-hiſtory at Kr. Andrews; and amongſt others, in his 
kate to his Diſcourſe proving that the Apoſles were 2 
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Eanthuſia 1 he affets, b 5, 6 « That the rnd 
66: —_— in themſelves a unit and ſufficienc of | 
* direct rational Minds to 'Happinefs ; and that ek. 
ſerving of theſe Laws is the Mean and Inſtrument 
6 of onr tral and lafting Felicity.“ And alfo in his E. 
 guiry, ps. 1 That if we ſet 
6 jr as our main Purpoſe,” ro recommend ourſclves to the 
4 H nlidd, h vr Stage Terre 
throꝰ every of our eternal Exiffenc 
* (viz, by our Moral Virtue, or our Duties of Obe 
« dience unto the Moral Law) whi > 2 if we fob 
4 low Nature, we cannot but do; every l 
we acquire here cannot bur be exceed 
4 1 Froſpect ol being univerſally a pplaude — * 
« after, muſt rily be Ty 2 and the 
4 Means that | fr us apts i Capes, v5. 09 
« ol Frs 
Mir. Com! won I 1 afferts, That che 
irrae is an inſtituted Mean for recom 
mending us 1. "_ is Looks Eſteem and *Commendzia 
of God; as alſo, That, in the Practice of Motul Vit, 
we are to ſettle it as our main Purpoſe te we ho 
ſelves to the Love and Commendation of God 
The Author of the Eſſay may try if he can reconcile 
the above ſeveral Propofitions, conſidered rogether, wi 
2 be himſelf acknowledges to be a Fout . 


, «6 That ou our — | is ſolely Bf 
ever} hteouſhefs.” 


rms, That the ſole and univerſaf 8 
2 Eons Intereſt, Lo TAR J 
53. [4 refuſe ro wo God, os. 
0 Ze preſents himſelf freourably inclined 920 5 
« tion o their Happineſs; and that in Mane 
4 of Devotion they yereabloletely gorerned byS > Sehfcinterdh. 
To which I may add another F x Prajictp) 
« T 'were it not for the ß We re [appi 
could not, and therefore would not, ſerve Gad 
Committte of of Aﬀenbly, Anne” 1727, ive it 2s Ih 
the [ame br the Matter wild vr. 1 72 8 
ciple concerning helf. love and Self- intereſt) is 
the Foundatian. For, [ay they, it is ru 
« Inftin& of that new Nature the Lord end 
pos ett. with'# be to Ge) — pure ts 
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« not's ener chief, Bite To our own Happineſs, 
« that the Difference betwiæt Nature 2 
« clearcd to the doubrfal Obräftian. ® Aud 

That the above Principle ig a Cacrifi 
« Idol ot ourſelves, and · a going 
« fooliſh Virgins, who 

| the Sake of their on 
2 into Heaven. pie 2 mes rl It che. 
Aﬀembly bad approven 

8 Committee, they had 
Truth; but they took no 


en ſome Teſtimoa to the 
armer of Notice of it: And 


And s 3 the Broschers in r. Wee was bor 
febtly cenſured, and Mr. Campbell was difmiſſed from 
the Bar w ithom any Cenſure at all; yea, his Principie con- 
Self. lone aud Intereſi has been adopted by the 

fembly L236, in their A& diſmiſſing the Proceſs, as the A. 
friate Preulytery have found, and give — an 
| 18518 5 8 2 opts AF ot, 5 

not att to 

Mn: the ſaĩd Reaſt I ons, I need not infift upon the 
indication of them. e the —— =_ and 
hainous Errors, yea, rrors ſubverfive oundati- 
oa, haye.. been — to the Bar of Jadicatdries, and 


ſince have not ny — 
e een irect Ot won unt 
| tem; With wha: Colour or e, Ne can, can i 
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tho the above Doctrines, 7 the Jad the Foundation, have 
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_ vail for obtaining A judicial Teſtimony for the Honour and 


either Arat 28 nt e and Deſign of Confeſſions of 


or were contrary. to ſome. important Articles of our om 
Confeſſion of Faith; when the Cauſe came before the lf 
General Aſſembly 1738, the ers for the Pr 


Aſlcmbly thought fit to conduct themſelves after. another 
| Manner ;. they heard. the Door declare his Adherenceto 


8 
ofs and hainous Errors that habe been vented ? Ya, 
ad not ſuch Pleading a direct Tendency to Fits, 


Maſters Simſon and Campbell in their ordinary Plea, tha 
their pernicious Errors were not contrary. to our 


fron of Faith? and, is it not plain, that the Judieatorig 


have never particularly or expreſly condemned any of them 
as ſuch ? If cbeſe Things are duly conſidered, our Au- 
thor may eaſily ſee, that the Charge that is. laid agairf 
the Judicatorics, as Favourers of the Errors that hay: 
been vented amongſt us, may be very well accounted for, 
Tho Mr. Campbell's Affair was ſometime after rhe fta. 
ing of the Seceſſion, and tho! there was ſufficient Ground 
Reaſon given for declaring a Seceſſion on account d 
the Conduct of Judicatories in the Affair of Mr, Sa- 
ſon, eſpecially when the ordinary Means did not pre. 


Support of injured Truth; yet, to prevent Repetition, | 


ged it proper in this Place to confider what relates unn 
— and, for the ſame Reaſon, I ſhall briefly cu 
ſider the Conduct of the Judicatories with reſpect to Dy 
&or Miſbarts Affair. The Presbytery of, Edintzrgb ba 
ving exce out of two Sermons, preached and pub. 


Eſhed by him, ſome Prop which they alledged e did 


Faith as . op 5 Grrhodoxy in a particular Church, 


& 
Edinburgh inſiſted — 5 that Aſſembly, that the "Ou 
Er Propoſitions. excerpted out of the Doctors 
ſhould. b ec, 2 that the Aſſembly ſhould. confie 
whether they were Errors contrary to —— Confe ſſion or 

Tho this Demand was juſt and reaſonable, yet the 


our Confeſſion. of Faith, and upon his . declared Adie- 
rence to the ſeveral Articles: of our . unto 
which. the . Propoſitions taken out of his 8 
Alledged to be contrary, he is acquit from the Charge, d 
Error. At this Rate, tho one gw en 21 7 
Error, if he. ſhall declare his Adherence to our Cc 
ſion of Faith, or if he has the Skill and Dexterity. ta im- 
| Home Senſe upou the received Articles of our C- 
wher . N porends: to reconcile his own, Tenn 
Ps, Be medi ly acquit Hor 
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« Conleſſion is authoriſed by the Laws of the Land, ſuck 


25 are not reſolved to themſelves of the legal Be- 
nefice will own the ſaid Confeſſion, and profeſs their Ad- 
herence to the ſame, 5 _ mn Prin- 
Joles is quite e to t uine Senſe and Meaning 

apk -publick rh jm | of Faith? Bur, in 
the mean Time, when the Principles or Doctrines that 
Men have vented are not impartially examined and judged, 

2s to their Agreeableneſs or Diſagreeableneſs to that 
Scheme of Divine Truth laid down from the Word of 
God in our Confeſſion of Faith, in this Cafe our Confeſ- 
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ns ſion is of no Signtficancy to diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch as 
ar make a Profeſſion of the Truth, and others; it gives no 


| &iftin& nor determinate Sound in the Church, ut is given 
up and abandoned as a Standard of Soundneſs in the 
Faith: And that this is the State of Matters at preſent in 
this National Church, as ſhe is repreſented in her preſent 
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ave given of her Procedure and Conduct in the doctri- 
nal Errors that have been brought to her Bar. 

From what is above- obſerved, the Reader may judge 
em bs args for _ rear where- 
with he expreſſes himſelf, p. 26. 3 ſays be, and 
1 am confident, that nochang like theſe (viz; Ea cans 
« five of the Foundation) is to be found in the Church of 
* Scotland; for ſhe adheres to all the Do@rines contained 
in our excellent Confeſſion of Faith,” Notwithſtanding of 
our Author's confident Boaſt, it is Ground of Lamentation, 
that eyen ſuch Errors are to be found in the Church of 
Scotland; and it is alſo evident from what is already obſer- 
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. , thar che Judicatories are ſo far from adhering 10 all 
6 the Articles of our excellent Confeſſion of Faith, that 
The. | they have diſmiſſed facb Errors from their Bar, without a 
uno direct and expreſs Teftimony againſt any of them. What 
—_ he adds concerning the Engagements, that ſuch as are li- 
177 nſcd to preach the Goſpel, or ordained to the holy Mi- 
pin nter, come under, te 4 aſſert, maintain and defend the 
JL, Doctrine contained in the ſaid Conſe ſſion; and their 
Jie <xprels diſowning 4 all Popiſd, - Arian, Sacinian, &c. and 
C- other Doctrines, Tenets and Opinions v hatſoever, 
enen which are co to, and inconſiftent with, the fore. 
5 ſaid Confeſſion - of Faith: Neither doth this ſupport 
£7 B+) Sur ie his Confidenee ; in regard ſuch as are licen- 


0 preach, or ordained to the holy Miniſtry, may 
1 111 reckon 


Tadicatories, is too evident from the ſeveral Inſtances I 


| | ( 84 ) 
reckon. that they may warrantabl our Cage 
Talib, and make the above ſolemn . 
fan with their adopting Maſters Simſam's and Campleity 
Scheme; and that for this Reaſon, Becauſe the prefer 
Judiestories, who require the ſaid Engagement and De, 
clar#iep, had the above bainous Errors under their Cor 
fderation, and have neither found nor declared them 9 
be eovitrary to the Doctrine held forth from the Word d 
God in our Conſeſſion of Faith; neither have they found 
Maſters 8imfer's nor Campbells Propoſitions to be either 
Pepi/D, Arian, Sceinign or Arminian Doctrines. It may y 
reaſonably judged, that when a Conſe ſñon is or 
any Renunciation of the above Nature is made, that both 
_ are done according 10 the declared Senſe and Meaning d 
theſe who require ihe ſaid Renunciation and Subſcriptias: 
Can it then be imagined, that when ſome doctrinal Erron 
have been brought to the Bar of our Judicatories, ad 
when they have refuſed once and again ro condemn then 
in expreſs Terms, as contrary to our Confeflion of Faith; 
can it, I ſay, be imagined, that ſuch who are ſ 
engaged to adhere to the Doctrine of the ſaid Conſeſſon 
ſhould thereby think themſelves engaged aga inſt ſuch do- 
Etrinal Points as the Judicatories have refuſed to condem, 
or that ſhould look upon any of Maſters Simfen's of 
Campbell's Propofitions to be either Pœiſb, Arian or am 
nian, which the Judicatories have reſuſed io condemn 4 Wil* 
ſuch ? Therefore there is no Ground for what our Author 
further adds for the Support of his confident Hope, * if 
5 there: be ſuch ahominable Hypocrites, acting deloy 
% Men, as profefs, promiſe and engage contrary to what 
ic may be their Sentiments, this is to be lamented, bu 
« cannot be abſolutely prevented in any Church.” There 
would have been 8 in what our Author aſſeris, i 
the Judicatories had diſcharged their Daty, in givic a 
en and faithful Teſti = ioſt the Errors mem 
tioned ; but, fince it is other wi may judge with 
themſelves, that they are not engaged to any Thing con- 
trary to their own Sentiments, even when they ite ibe 
ſame with theſe of Maſters simſen and. Campbell; and con- 
ſequently they may reckon, that the Charge of being a 
minable Hy pocrites cannot in, Jullice be Jaid -agoinft then. 
eee - their Bar, has been not only diF- 
ſerent from, but the Rewer/e of, the Conduct and Pract 
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and expreſiy cordemn the ſeveral {s a 
Tee Errors cha ci ring op in the Ch 


„here | 

true Deity of the Son and oly Ghoft was dente, 
or the two Natures of the Redeemer confounded, *. k 

whereby the Uniry of his Perſon was 2 and 

bey aiſo aſſerted rhe Truth in Oppoſition to the F 

in which it was either im or denied by the ſe 47 

Adverfaries. Likewiſe the famous Synod 1 1 Dort Aid ot the 
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of WW fame, with the ſeveral Arminan Errors that were bro aght . 
oh to their Bar; Likewiſe the famous Churches of fa 

ben Piſcator, a very conſiderable Divine, publiſhed bis 
oo: WY peculiar Opinion concerning the active Obedience of | 

nde he was nor-a Member of that Church of France, yet, 
aide did, in their National Aſſembly at Gap, condemn par- 
n rcularly Piſcator's Error, as contrary 1 ir Confeffion of 

th; Faith; and warn'd Synods, Presbyteries and Seffions to 
wh WW hve a particular Eye upon Perſons tainted with his : 
jon, rer, be they Minifters or private Chriftians: And, in this 
de» Nonal Affembly held at Rochelle, they afferr the Truth 
ms, in 7 Terms, in Oppoſition unto on rs Error, who 
denied the Imputation of the active Obedience of Chriſt; 


m. ibe Words of that are, The whole Obedience of : 
a Chit, both in his Life and Death, is imputed unto us, 
. for the full Remiffion of onr Sins, and Acceprance un- 
« if WF to eternal Life . The National Chutch of Hans 
and teflify in the ſame Manner, not on againſt Errors 
b ted amongſt themſelves, but againſt s vented in 
'but | HP ADOUTT ag Churches, whereby the ey might be in Danger 
here —— talnted; till they to decline from 7 
, i iry, as in the Cafe of the Vaiooſalifts, 
og 4 which was brought before the National Sou, at Alauſn 
men nd Charemon; and their way, nal, aur: ally increaſe 5 
with rm Deſolation came upon them - l 
con- And, ſince our Auibor has perufed the Arnd = 8 
— of the National $ynods of ane, he cool pot _ 

an agrceable Harmony een the halle t taken 
abo D reforming Times, by the Churches of Nanct and Scot-" 
het, , for preferving the Piriry of Doctrine, by an exact 
n e impartial Rxereiſe of Diſcipline, in . condemning all | 
wo i 128 wharſoever, Like wiſe he could not but obſerve, 
if. chat the A State of the Church of — A 1 2 
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Meaſure reſembles that of the Church of Fa whe; 
upon the Decline; and that the Meaſures taken by. they 
National Synods, when Errors and erroneous Perſons were 
brought before them, exactly corre b with theſe t:- 
ken by our preſent Aſſemblies, of which we have a cle 
Evidence in the above Inſtance. And as this was a Fore: 
runner of their Ruin, ſo while we follow their Example 
which, ſtanding upon Record, ſhould be 2 Warning to 
future Generations, tis to be fear'd that, in the.rightcow 
—. — of 54, foretime hence Strangers may hare 
ccaſion to ſay of ns, as the Collector of theſe 

ments ſays of them, O that the Generation which ſus 
ph pare: 2 firſt b ven ba Fad not Neg the Reis! 
How might they have been! In the Morning d 
= i they Ss fair as the Moon, clear a 
© the Sun, and terrible as an Army with Banners. The 
« oreateſt Princes of France ſubmitted their Necks io th 
« golden Yoke of Chriſt, A National Synod was for- 
4 midable to the moſt daring Sinner. Their Diſcipline, 
& duly and prudently managed, preſerved. the Pyruy d 
« Doctrine, Worſhip and Morals amongſt them *.” Hal 
our Author duly atrended to theſe Things, I am perſur 
ded he had not been fo forward to acquit the Church d 
Scotland, and condemn thoſe who oppoſe. the Meaſure 
taken by her preſent Judicatories, with reſpect to Erton 
and erroneous Perſons brought before tbem. 
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a#:&, the Foundation of our Chriſtian Faith and Practice; 


8. cotiſequently we cannot have Union, Con junction of 
© Caaleſcence with them, as Parts and Members of that fame 
= Eccleſiaſtick Body; eſpecially when it is conſidered, that, 
* by their above Conduct and n they bave broke 
or 2nd diffolved on Foggy our Eccl ſiaſtical Union and 
. Communion, which conſiſts in our common Juonsyie, or 
The pint external Profeſſion of the ſame Faith  _ A ; 
1 I reckon the Argument for Seceſſion, as it is ſtated u- 


pon the Head of Doctrine, to be of conſiderable Weight; 

and therefore I ſhall briefly take notice of ſome Things 

alledged by the Author of the Eſſay, to take of the Force 

thereof: And I muſt judge, from the high Commendations 

that have been given to this Performance, he has offered 

the Force and Strength of what theſe who warmly con- 

demn our Seceſſion, have to ſay for themſelves on this as 

well as one other Heads, Our Anthor, p. 113. ftates the 

Odjection of Separatiſts, as he calls them, upon the Head 

of Doctrine after his own Way, and ſpends ſeveral Pages a 

in his Anſwers unto it; but the Reader may cafily fee, | 

chat he has never ſtated the Argument in its true Light and 1 
due Force, and therefore his Anſwer unto it is only accor= 1 
ding to his Way and Manner of ſtating it. I fhall not I 

weary the Reader with every Thing that might be noticed | 

upon this Head ; I ſhall only take notice of ſome Things, on 

which the Author ſeems to lay the greateft Streſs and 

Weight. He refers to what he had faid in the Beginning 

of his fourth Chapter, which he reckons may be a ſuffici- 

ent Anſwer to the Objection. I have already conſidered 

what he has offered in the ſaid Place, and therefore ſhall 

not infiſt further upon it. He adds, p. 114. © That, 

* whatever Heterodox or erroneous Principles ſome may 

be leayened with, they do not, nor dare they vent and 

* openly avow them; and concludes, © Whi they are 

not omned and defended, they cannot be charged upon 

* the Church of Scotland. Bur, have not Maſters Simfow 

ad Campbell openly avowed their Principles? have they | 

dot owned and defended them at the Bar? and haye not 

the Judicatories refuſed expreſly to condemn their Er- ; 

rors ? Therefore, according to our Author's own ſo- 

ung, their erroneous Principles may juſtly be charged 

won the Judicatories of this National Charch. 

The Author of the 'Eſſay. proceeds to 5105 ſome more 
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pticular” Anfwers to the Objeftion, as he fares, it: He 
erm, p. 115, hat Mr. Simſen 6 was too caſy_ paſty une 
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171).— And, That it was the Fault of the Gu 
4 of Scotland, that ſhe did not free that zealous ſaithſil 
« Servant of Chrift, Mr. James Hebfter, from the Burde 
4 of a Proſecution by Libel; ſeeing that Affair was w 
4 perſonal Concern of his own.” But if our Author has 
ſaid that it was the Sin of this Church, and that it is a Grou 
of Mourning to this Day, that Mr. Simon's Errors wer 
in general Terms at that Time, without any particy, 
2 againft any of his groſs iti 
he v more to the Purpoſe. Our Author add 
that ® Mr. Simſan (upon the firſt Libel) declared his M 
et herence to our Confe ſſion of Faith and Doctrines then 
E in contained, and diſowned the Errors oppoſite therm 
& wherewith he was charged.” Who doubts of My 
4 Simſon's declaring Bi adherence to our Confeſſion ? Thy 
both he and Mr. Campbell always did; they ſtill pled the 
Doctrines they taught were agreeable to the Doing 
contained in the Confeſſion : And this is what vas the & 
of the Judicatories, that they did not declare their pers 
Har rincs to be what in very deed they are, viz. Rr 
rors, and contrary to our Confeſſion of Faith As fir 
Phat is ſaid of Mr. Simſon's diſowying the Errors oppy 
fite to our Confeſſion, tho our Author mentions this om 
and again, yet he clouds and darkens the Matter after his 
ordinary LR If he means that Mr. Simſem refuſed 
that he had taught any Errors oppoſite to the Doctrim 
| Contained in our Confeſſion, this is very true; for Mr, 
Joes always refuſed this Chargg : Bur if, by diſownng 
Errors, is meant his diſowning the erroneows Propoſitions 
which in his Anſcrers to his ft Libel he aſſerts and de 
| Hos as Truths, agrecable tothe Word of God and ou 
z>onfeilion of Faith, and which the Committee of Aſſen- 
bly 1227 found he continued to teach, it is, if * 
anc of our Author's Phraſes, an Impoſing upon the World, 
ki oak 2 — 4 2 —_— wee. 
xrewith he was charged; and I may challenge 
ther ar the Er ro point me out any of his ſaid Bro 
Which he has difowned. ; 
Thea Author of the Eſſay gi 
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515 and Acknowledgments which he alledgts Mr; Sim 
pour” and theſe are ſer down with the ordinary 7 
of 2 Citation, but he has not directed us to the Place 
where they are to be found; and che Truth is, they are 
zowbere to be found in any of his Acknowledgments; 'reTots 
| ded in the Slate of, the Proceſs, according to the Terms in 
| which they are laid by our Author: And yet I the 
Act of n. diſmiſſing the Proceſs, makes uſe gf 
the fame Expreſſions with our Author, whereby Mr. Sim⸗ 
fan's Acknowledgmentsare repreſented in fuller Terms than 
what we have from bimſelf in the ſaid State of the Proceſs: 
But yet, after all theſe Zndeavouys: to dreſs up his Acknows 
jedgments in the moſt favourable Manner, it is certain that 
he never made any till he was brought anto a Pinch, and 
then his Ackaowledgments, are in very general Terms. 
Tho' in his frf Letter to the Presbytery of Glaſgoty he 
yents ſuch Expreſſions as plainly derogate from the efſen« 
tial Glory of the moſt high God our Saviour, and tho' in 
his other Papers in Proceſs he alſo ſubverts the Scripture. 
doQrine of the Trinity, yet he never makes any Acknows 
ledgment of the. Iadignity that. he has done to our glori- 
| ous Redeemer ; he never makes the leaft Acknowledgment, 
that ever he vented any Thing contrary to the Doctrine 
A the adorable Trinity, as it is held forth from 
the Word of God in our Confeſſion of Faith: And theres 
ſore the Reverend and Worthy Author of the Enquim, 


7 


formerly mentioned, had juſt, Ground for the fotlowi 
jadicious Obſerve on Mr. Simſon's Declarations, W hic 
© (/ays be) in Words may bear a ſound Senſe, but in my 
Opinion are very little to be regarded, while he under- 
* fads them in a Senſe conſiſtent with his former Pas 
pets, and does not ingenuouſly retract his Arian Tenets 
cf Scotlend was To far from approving; his Errors, that 
4 the found them relevant to infer Cenſure, which w 
a 4 Plein Condemning of them; ſa, notwithſtanding of all 
faid by him for alleviating of his Offence, the Aſſem- 


© bly,4728 cenſured, him with the Sentence of Suſpenſions 
CB” "To whinh, ie is. cufiunred,. ee 


edged that the. Judicatories have ever found any of cid 
Emre containted in the fr #. Proceſs again Mr. Sim/o# 


condemned them; and | the like may be ſaid of che 
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* Cenſure, and conſequently: they have n _ 


Errors vented by Mr. Campbe 
gument for Seceſſion, as it is ſtated upon the Head of dz. 
 Qtrinal Errors, ſtands ſtill in its Force. And as to the 
Relevancy that was found in the Articles of Mr, Simpy; 
' ſecond Libel, it is — a general Relevancy, and none of 


' ſary to be taught in Divinity, and which give more 
0 Strife than to promote Edification, are relevant to infer 
Cenſure, as well as thoſe that are expreſly contrary to th 
Word of God and our Confeſſion of Faith. Now, in &. 
termining the Relevancy of the ſeveral Articles of Lib 


to infer Cenſure, the Judicatories have never yet declared 
them to be contrary to the Word of God and our Conf. 


| © he deſerved Depofition, who yet, "Ev Apprehenhon 


* 
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of God or our Con 


ther the Propoſitions libelled are ſuch as are expre hr 
or if they are only ſuch as are not neceſſary to be —— 


ſubverted. With reſpe& to the Cenſure infli 
Mr. Simſon, tho our Author declares that he juſtly deſer- 
. Depoſition, on account of the Affront he had 


. — for the Conduct of the Jadicaroric of this 
Church in paſſing him with a Cenſure nowiſe adequate u 
his Crime and Offence : © And (ſays be) tis well knom 


5 ) | 
1: And therefore the A 


mp are particularl iy declared to be contrary to the Ward 
ſſion of Faith. And here it muſt le 
obſerved, that, as the Libel is laid, Propoſitions not necel. 


ﬀ Mr. Simſon, the Aſſembly do not determine whe 
frary to the Word of God and our Confeſſion of 
Divinity : Hence, notwithſtanding of what is alledged by 
our Author about finding the Articles of Libel relerm 


fion of Faith ; and conſequently the Truth in theſe in- 
Portant Points has never yet been expreſly aſſerted, in w 
poſition to the Terms in which it has been op 


on the great Gadd our Saviour by his erroncous 
mower fe he thinks fit to make an Apology, in the Pay 
for ſuch as voted only for his Suſpenſion, and 


tc there were ſundry in the Aſſembly fully of the Mind 


4c of as great or greater Damage to follow upon this 1 
& the Church of Cbviſ in Scotland, they only voted for 
© his Suſpenſion ; and I apprehend i it flowed more fron 
e this, than — to him, that he was not 

And here, by the by, I may remark, that, if ſome oth 
Bad uſed the he Terms of the Church of Chrit in 
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à grievous Charge had been brought chem ; bu, 
—_—T des ige they may be uſe withour ay Derogatio 
t and Authority for . 
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Words of our Author, the Reader is amuſed with ſome 
and dark Expreſſions about great or greater Da- 


to follow to the Church upon the Depoſition of an 
than if he was only ſuſpended; he ſhould have 
tld us plainly, what theſe great or greater apprehended. 
| Damages were: Would the Depoſition of one, who, as 
our Author acknowledges, had put an Affront upon the 
great God our Saviour, occaſioned a Diviſion in the Aſſem- 
bly, or a Rent in the Church of Scotland? Or, was the 
Sentence of Suſpenſion agreed upon, to compromiſe the 
Matter berwixt ſuch as were for depoſing him, and ſuch 
2s were for no Cenſure at all, or, as it is expreſſed in the 
Act concluding. the Procefs, with ſuch as give it 4s their 
| Opinion, that he ought to be treated with more Tenderneſs, 
in reſpe& of the Declarations he had made, and the Al- 
keviations that are ſaid to be found in the Courſe of the 
| Proceſs 2 If this is our Author's Meaning, it is Ground 
of Lamentation that Matters were come to ſuch a Paſs in 
a National Aſſembly of the once famous reformed Church 
| of Scotland, that there ſhould be any Diſpute or Heſita- 
tion about holding in Miniſterial Communion one who had 
endeavoured to rob the Son of God of his truc Deity; 
eſpecially when it is conſidered what other dangerous Er- 
rors he had obftinately taught. Our Author makes liberal 
Acknowledgments that Mr. Sim/on deſerved / Depolition, 
and yet he makes uſe of all his Art and Skill to extenuate 
the Sin of the Judicatories; but I humbly judge they 
have a very bad Apologiſt for them, when he tells us of 
| great or greater Damage to follow upon their caſting out 
an Arian. from Minifterial Communion with them. If a 
proper and due Teſtimony againſt an open Affront put u- 
pon the Son of God was neglected, in order to compro- 
miſe Differences among themſelves, it is a Sin that lies at 
the Door of this National Church, and for which we 
have Ground to fear that the Son of God, who hath ſaid, | 
All the Churches fball know that I am be which ſearcbetb 
the Reins and Hearts, may yet plead a Controverſy againſt 
| 5, Our Author ſubjoins an Evidence © that the Judica- 

4 bories of the Church of Scotland are neither ſo corrup 
1 Doctrine, nor ſo lukewarm in the Cauſe of Chri '» 
* Separatiſts repreſent ;”* namely, that, According 
0 the Brethrens firſt Teſtimony, p. 49. it was contrary 
4 © the declared Mind of of the Presbyteries of 
2 this National Church by far, that the Aſſembly 1729 
4 did xeſt in the dentence - Suſpenfion againſt Mr. 7 : 
; : 2 | „ ſon. 
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e 1730 and 1731, very few 
1 av e ſent Iuſtructioos,. Re 
re oooh AB affertory of the Truth, and a fer 
ſonable Warning Bay ia rrors of the Time; ; any 
that appeared — was like the lame 
cloud 2nd the early Dew that foon paſſerh away; Fs 
Wu refpe&" ro Mr. Camjbell's Errors,” the Autha 
y ' reckons that "his 'erroneous rions tha 
were under” the Conſideration of the er 
See. reffions,” and th le 7 
rr ted yen e 4 

ceeds, p 121. to aſters $i 
ere 2 Wham Word Heretic" is 2 in its fr — 
d here to notice the Reaſon given by our 
or, why fav aa of them can be called Hereticks, 
ord is taken in the ſtrict Senſe; & For ( 


when the 
$f 'be none of them offered to defend the erroneous: 


Ex tions as libelled, of in the Senſe alledged againſt then? 
Their ſeveral Poſitions were laid in their Libels as K 
rors; and it is very true, that none of them were ſo ven 
as to defend their Poſitions under the Notion of Errors 
As for what our Author adds, or in the 3 
. them ; our Author does not alledge that 
frafted any of their Propoſtions, but only that they i 
t 6 om them 1 "hy Senſe alledged againſt then : 
to him, they gave'a ſound Senſe and 
unto "the ſeveral Propofitions: that were li 
painſt them. I hope it will be allowed, that 2 Senſe and 
caning, 1 to our received and g C. 
| | dhe the iſe in which Maſters Simon's and 
ofrians were libelled againſt them; and it is very ent. 
dent that they have all alon defended their Opinions i 
à Senſe direcłkly oppoſite 2 received Principles of the 
Church of Aland, Therefore, whatever Art they han 
uſed, now and then, in col 5 


ouring 
e yet it muſt be ones by al who u © their 
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Principles Far —_— | 
M . might be ſound and | 
o uſe one of his on Phraſes, ſome may alledge that ir is 
eren d be had. fad be las ut ow * 


+ — 

any of No Reaſons and Grounds: thor, they have offeredy 
1 20 Jadge i it ſo manifeft and plain. But ( ſays o 
ng they own ſome. wwostby dien in that — 
ee it might been charitably thought 
this was a mere Overſight in the Aſſembly. But he 
does not fairly report the Wands of the Frcehywagh tf 
axd Teftimony ;, their Words are , „ The 

+ of iſe, and-foom what has been. obſerved, » 
„bing is neceffary to be added, except ta lament. cha 
has left this Chinch fo. Fm to adopt this Error, 
2 far deſerted ſome worthy Men as not ta 
* notice it, and teſtify againſt it, and this they be 1h 
Ground to ſay. Our Author adds, & And that "hey kb 

no Deſign of adopting this Propoſuion is evident, in 
* rhat not ſo. much as one Perſon: in all the Aſſembly. did 
ſpeak a Word againſt it; „ ſome 
4 in — ly had the Intereſt af Fruth as much at 
Heart as ren themſelvęs, e Bur this is. ſa 
far i fm dig an Evidence chat 1 y had no De- 
| opting Mr. Campbell's Prapoſtion concerning | 
— 1 70 his Selle and Exglication af: it, that 
ts an Evidence to the contrary: And what tho!: there 
vere worthy Men in that Aſſembly, that had the Iatereſt 
of Truth at Heart, who ſuffered: it to paſs without | 
ſcion 2 This was indeed an Evidence e were in t 


Ma: 
4 48 and T: eftimany, p. 66. 
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Matter, as the Presbytery ſpeak, ſo far deſerted of Ga 
as not to notice it and G a _ it; Far io. 
being an Evidence that the Bulk of that Aſſembly did ne 
take up Mr. Campbells Propoſition in the Senſe in which 
| he underſtood it, neither was it an Evidence that th 
Aſſembly's Conduct in this Matter was a bare Ovrrpol 
as our Author ſpeaks. And when be adds, That C 
« rity obliged to think that the Aſſembly bath not wicked 
4 departed from the Lord in this Matter, nor adopu 
this Prepofirion as their Principle; Tho” none vil 
affirm that the Aſſembly adopted any Propoſition unde 
the Notion of Error, yet it is a wicked Departing from i 

Lord, when Darkneſs is put for Liebt, and hen Bag 5 
called Good, or when any Church-judicatory- embray 
Error as if it were a Divine Truth. Our Author li 
wiſe adds, As the Aſſembly 1736 declared they had 
4 paſſed a Judgment on Mr. Compbel's: rrelled P. 
4 tions, ſo, tho*. the following Aſſembly .1737 did ut 
< think the former Aſſembly had given juft Ground fir 
the above Charge, yet 1 declared their ficdfaft Ab 
« herence to the Principle of this Church, as contained i 
« our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, as to our chief End i 
« every. Thing we do; which was a plain diſowning tha 
Principle of Selt-love.”” But, did not Mr. Campbell 
Hike Manner always declare his Adherence to the Pn 
eiples of this Church? And did he not attempt to rec 
eile his Principles concerning Self- love with our | 
and. Catechiſms? Therefore the above general Declaration 
of the Aſſembly 1737 leaves us ftill at an Uncertainty whit 
45 25 pig of — Church concerning the Principe 
of Self- love, in re Mr. Campbell may in a Conkilteng 
with his own Principle, as it ene 42 Afſewbly 
1736, acknowledge and declare in the ſame Terms wit 
the Aſſembly 1737: Eſpecially when it is conſidered, thi 
the only Reaſon that is given, to prove that the Aſſembh 
1736 did not adopt Mr. Campbells Principle, is, That tie 
faid Aſſembly gave no Judgment or formal Sentence upa 
the Report of their Committee; whereas it is evident ia 
te ſaid Aſſembly do in expreſs Terms declare, that * the 
« examining and ſtating the Matter as has been done by 
their Committee, is ſufficient for cautioning againſt 
%« Errors that ſome: at firſt Tuppoſed Mr. Campbell vn 
« puilty of.” And it is no leſs plain, that the Committe 

in ex mining and ſtating the Matter, have appr 

the above erroneous Propoſition, in reſpect that 1 — 
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mittee have declar and. good Hape 
n ae air as : 
« Self-love to be the ſole N le, Srandard a an 
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576 ( ſays be) atient 22825 
timony of the Orthodoxy 
this a aud ef her Concern to have ſound Do- 
» crine taught and preached by y all her Minifters.” And, 
p. 142. The ſaid “ is an Act aſſertory of molt of the great 
« Truths which had been FOES, And, p. 175. 
it is called a Warning at leaſt to all Miniſters and 
Preachers '8gainſt the Errors and blaſpbemous Hereſ 
« vented among us.” But the above Act of Aſſembly, th 
it contains ſome good and excellent Things, is not an 
AR aſſertory of the Truth, in direct and expreſs — 2 
fition to the many damnable Errors that have hon brought 
unto the Bar of our rr Pr 1 . any 
| particular Warning againſt uch in the 
Terms in which > rug have been aſſerted and maintained 
a the Bar of the Judicatories, Beſides, if the ſaid Act 
i reckoned aſſertory of the Truth, or a Warning againſt 
the Errors of the Time, what a very inconſiſtent Part did 
that rechgmarng ly act with themſelves, when they diſmiſſed 
| from their Bar a Scheme of dangerous Principles vented 
by Mr. Campbell without any Teſtimony againſt them? 
And when this Aſſembly did the one Day build agai 
vhat they pretended to Fart the other, can their Act, 
which = 3 calls aſſertory of moſt of the Truths 
controverted, be reckoned a Sending Teftimony of their 
Orthodoxy, « or Concern to have ſound e taught and 
preached? Nay, have they not rather by ſach an incon- 
lftent Procedure made themſelves Tranſgreſſors? Gal. ii. 18. 
To prevent Repetition, I ſhall here alſo notice what our 
r affirms, p. 174. viz. © As to the pm | 
5 * l the General Aſſembly 1736 revived 
* old Act which declares * ſerling = 
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i xx ly pleads 1 
-athrm the very fame Thing; but, in Oppofition to 
aur P ria! Divines do aſfirm, that this Synod at = 
vayalem did * pat forth . 2 cririck or cenſuring Pont, 
4 ftigmarizing the falſe Teachers with the infambus Bunt 
of troubling the Church with Words, an n 
Kult, Acts xv. 24.” This was indeed a very high 
Aire, as the Author may find from the Bonam A 
7 Dio. p. 226. and there he 
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and thereforr it was neirher ſenſdnable bor necdful to pro- 
| condemied By bir Confeffivn of Frith, and the Confeffiotrs 
| of other reformed Churches, yet, if the Juckcatortes of 


Kad not prbcecded to a 
| he Aue mene Kall. hot b Een Jun 
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which he alle OM anſwer, 
did not procte z att the falls Teachers by the Ceofare 
of Each e And it is pla ther the Point Tt 

before rhe ſaid Synod wis à Point thüt had not 
deen determined before that Time in the Chriftiari Ciiateh ; 


ced to 2 higher Cenfure than that” which was "already 
pliner t falſe Teachers, until it ſhould a 

ed in rheir Courſe, and were obſftifarc in 
the 2 25 notwithffarding af rhe freſald Synodical Deter- 
mination. But tho the octrinal Errors which have been 
brovght to the Bar of oH are ſucni as ſtand 


this National Church bad condemned the faid Errors, 
and declared the Teachers of them to be ſuch as have 
trubled e with I ür, and r Then 7. 


* . n n Wen 
inſt our 7 d ee ws Þ ye Oar hed 
the Conduct of *the"Juticatbries bn the Aﬀair of "Divine; 


24 ir is plain from what is obferved, cher the Tebdeney 


of his Realonit i 105 indicate the Conduct, or 'cxrciitine 
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cannot but — 55 7 n Aceotine this Author frakes 

of the wfeins Brie of the -Church of Sc 

from her Refscmarion-pdtirys . For (r 2 124, 
„ moſt of che Thing Kad 2e the Chi of che 


of Solan] at this Day ite 2 | 
wet he 8 6 Fg th tincipat Crom 
lion, thar been emitted: 
Errors and blaſpherdots Morn Form Nr one 


Re de 
kB; —— But th Ne ect of 
ſeems that ſuch Ken ks vo bars 


Due our Confeſſion of Faith and the ſeveral Artids 


8 held in their Tarp 
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8 —__ and he endeavours what he en, 
that his Reader may make as little Account of them as he 
does 'Tho' our Seceſſion is ſtated upon Commiſſicns as well 
as Omiſſions, yet I wiſh our Author conſider tha 
| Omiſſions are ſo hainous and grievous in the Sight of God, 
char, when Sentence is pall Men at the prex 
Day, Omiſfons are only mentioned, at. xxv. 41, 42, &. 
For I was an bungred, and ye gave me no Meat, &c. Onif, 
ſions may even turn the pureſt Churches into Synagogues 
of Catan; if the Erroneous are not cenſured, and if Fr. 
ror is not 3 a Society e 
8 gious Society, ma dh 0 0 aſphemons 

Arians and Fae e and of wicked gy Wl or of 
the like groſs Subverters of the Truth, and of the Soak 
of Men : And therefore, whatever the Author of the E 
lay, or others, may think of the Conduct of the prelex 

udicatories, in not condemning plainly the Errors of the 

y, and in refuſing to afſert the Truth in Oppoſitia 
unto them, yet from what is obſerved it may he” evident, 
that their Omiſſſans in this Matter are ſuch, whereby thy 
National Church as ſhe is repreſented in her preſent Ju 
dicatorics has forfeit a Claim to the Scripture-charafterd, 
the Church of the living God, in regard ſhe does not 
hold, ſupport, maintain and confeſs the Truth, in 
firion to the Errors of the Day : Yea, they are ſuch, 
whereby ſhe does not anſwer one of the ſpecial Ends d 
the — 3 and erecting a viſible Church upm 
the Earth, name Ky may be an open and 
blick Profeſſion — Conſeſſion of 5 Truth, to the 
nour, the Praiſe and the of our great IMMANU- 
EL, who builds the Temple o the Lord, and bears all the 
Glory. Again, theſe Omifhons are ſach, whereby dur 
Confeſſion of Faith is no more a fixed Standard Td 
of Orthodoxy and Soundneſs in the Faith amongſt the 
preſent Judicatories, or theſe that are in ConjunQion with 
2 8 r 8 ſaid Outs e whew 

practical o, in her for pacity, 

Nabe tht that were — 0 and confeſſed amongft u, 


fine, the Omiſſions mentioned 
whereby one princi e ee ar 
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Head of Doctrine ae” 
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 rantable, I ſhall conclude this Head with an Taftance or 
two, beſides theſe I have already named, to ſhew how 
averſe the primitive Chriftians were from the very Ap- 
a any religious Communion with the Erroneous. 
Claud reports, That, as for thoſe who taught falſe 
Doctrine, the primitive Church never had any Union with 
them. * And (ſays be) not only the Ancients had no 
« Communion with them, but, to ſhew how neceſſary 
© © and indiſpenfible they judged a Separation from them 
to be, they went ſo fir as to refuſe Communion with 
u the Orthodox themſelves, when either by Surpriſe or 
« Weakneſs, or ſome other Intereſt, they had received 
« Hereticks into their Communion, altho as to themſelves = 
- hy had kept their Faith in its Purity . He gives 
two Examples of this Strictneſs in the primitive Church; 
The one is of Gregory the Father of Gregory Nazianzen, 
who, being deceived by a fallacious Writing, gave the 
© Communion to Arians ; whereupon © all the Monks of 
« his Dioceſe, with the | - mg Part of his Church, ſ 
© rated themſelves from him, altho they well knew that 
he had not changed his Mind, nor embraced Hereſy. ** 
The other Inftance he gives is that of the Orthodox of 
the Church of Rome, who refuſed to hold Communion 
with Felix their Biſhop, . becauſe he held Communion. 
* with the Arians, altho he entirely held the Creed of 
the Council of Nice.” Claud mentions theſe Inſtances, 
only to ſhew how far their Averſion went, which they had 
from holding Communion with the Arians, tho he does 
not abſolutely approve of the above Carriage: Neither 
can . the Carriage of Gregory's Church, who ſepa- 
| rated from him when he was impoſed upon by a fallacious 
Writing; bur their Carriage would have been more ju- 
fiifable, if they had been in the ſame Circumſtances with 
wu, who have to deal with Judicatories, who, without - 
ay Impoſition upon them, have held an Arian in Mini- 
| flerial and Chriftian Communion with them, and have ob- 
ly refuſed to give the Church faithſul Warning 
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be had the bp ther his own Conſcience, which did 


it accuſe him of violated or renounced the 
2 bath there; it belonged to ſuch a one CONE 
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Thur 


Thing was expreſly required as an Approbation of the 


M herein it is proven that the preſent Fudicatt 
ries of this National Church are tyrannicd 
ia the Adminiſtration of Government ai 
Diſcipline, _ | a 


As every Society in the World muſt have its. own d- 
ſtinct Government within itſelf, without which ! 
cannot ſubſiſt, but muſt needs fall into Confuſion ad 
Diſorder ; ſo the Church of Chriſt is a fp we mult 
needs have ſome Order and Government with? irſelf, for 
its own Preſervation and Support: And therefore the Lord 
eſus, who is faithful in all bis Houſe as a Son, hath ot 
fr his Church deſtituie of ſuch a Mean, which is able 
luely neceſſary for her Preſervation and Subfiftencein ba 
preſent militant State; he upon whoſe Shoulders the Gr 
gernment is laid, and who is, by his Father's 7 
and Appointment, King over Zion the Hill of bis Huus 
hath ſectled the Order and Government of bis own (pur 
' 4x4] Kingdom; he has nor left it ta the arbitrary Will aud 
Pleaſure of Men, what Model and Form of Govcrnun® 
ſhould be ſer up in his Church; he has not left it to Me 


to give Laus unto his Subj, in theſe Things that = 


* Biblinth, Ault: Ecclefs Tom. 2. p.73. 
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* Hot }3 
them as they are the Subjects of his ſpiritual Kings 
2 3 he left it to Men to give Officers. and 
Ordinances unto his Houſe according to their arbitrary 
Will and Pleaſure ; He bas declared his Mind concern 
all theſe Things plainly in his Word; there he has tolc 
| us what Officers he has appointed in his Houſe, and after 
| whar Manner they are to be ſet over his Flock and Hert- 
| rage ; there he has alſo declared his Mind concerning the 
Carts of his ſpirirual Kin dom, and all- the Office tear 


MaeSIST EEE, 


— 
— 


red them, not from Men, but from him ho is che only 
Lord and ver to his Subjects; and it is upon their 
higheſt Peril if they tranſgreſs them, Hence all the Sub- 
EE his Kin are charged with the greateſt So- 
icy in the following Manner, Ezek. xliv. 5. And tbe 
the Lord ſaid unto me, Son of Man, mark well, and bebala 
with thine Eyes, and bear with thine Ears all that I ſay un- 
to thee concerning all the Ordinances of the Houſe of the Lord, 
| and all the Laws thereof, and mark well the Entring in 
the Houſe, with every Going forth of the & As fox 
the Officers of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, the Apoſtle 
gives us a Roli of them, both extraordinary and ordinary, 
1 Cor. xit. 28. The extracrdinery Officers were fhofties, 
Prophets, ſuch as were endued with the Poeper of working 
Moacles, Gifts of Healings, aud Diverſtties of Tongwes; but 
| the Scripture=canon being now compleated, the Church 
does not ſtand in Need of any ſuch Officers. The cdi. 
aum Officers ſet in the Church are, Teachers ; Helps. o 
Deacons, who have the Overſight of the Poor; Governy 
ments, that is, Governors or Rulers ; by whom the de- 
that only rules is intended, the Abſtract being put for the 
| Concrete. As for the Manner how theſe ets are 0 
de giveu to the Church, they muſt be ſet over her by her 
own Choice, Call and 3m Act, i. 23. Act, vi. 3, 3. 
and xiv, 28. Likewiſe, they muſt he authoriſed and ſer 
| part unto their re ſpective Offices, Ads vi, 6. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
x. 15. The former reſpc&s their Nomination or 
| Lrlignation unto their ſeveral Offices, and this belongs yo» 
to the whole Church; the latter reſpects their authoritar 
due Miſſion, and this belongs only to ſuch Office-bearers 
of the Church as have Power and Authority from the 
Lord Jeſus for that Effect. ; n egy 5 
As tor the Courts of Chrift's ſpiritual Kingdom, theſe 
Le either 2 Elderſhips, Presbyterial Mecty 
gy, or Syn Aſſemblies. As for Synodica} Ale. | 
| . | | blies, 
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| ers in his Kingdom have their ſeveral Inftruftions delive» 


ww 3 
Blies, theſe are either Provincial e and, if the 
State of the Church did admit them, OEcumenical, We 
have the Divine Pattern and Warrant for ſuch Aﬀen. 
blies, Acts xv. with Ats xvi, 4, 5, With reſpect to Pr 
byterial Meetings, the Divine Pattern and Warrant is very 
lain for them; as Acts xiii. 1, 2, 3. where we find 

Teachers or Miniftersof the Word jointly miniſtring ant 
the Lord, and at his Commandment and Direction exerci- 
fing Acts of Juriſdiction, v.3. as alſo, the Name 
tery is expreſſed in Scripture, 1 Tim. iv. 14. holding forth 
- 3 or Body of Elders aſſociated together for the 
Exerciſe of Government and Diſcipline in the Church 
Oar Presbyterian Divines have made the ſame Thing en- 
dent from the Churches of Corinth, Feruſalem, Epbeſu, 
c. which were Presbyterial Churches, under the I. 
ſpection and Government of their Paſtors and Elders if 
ſociated in a Presbyterial Capacity. I refer the Reader u 
their Writings, particularly to the Form of 

ment, received and 3 by this Church Anne 164;. 


I hall only further obſcrve upon this Head, That Presby- 
terial Courts appear to be in a proper and ſtrict Senſe u- 


dical Fudicatories, as is evinced by the Reverend and 
Worthy Author of the State and Duty of the Chun 
Scotland, c. publiſhed Anno 1732, p. 95. for the 
loving Reaſons amongſt others; If, A Church-ſelia 
"ME tional Elderſhip ſuppoſes and implies a Prei- 
« bytery, as morally neceſſary towards its Erection, and 
« the Ordination of its conftituent Members, without 
« whoſe Ordination that Seſſion could not in an ordinary 
Way have been erected; and, without a Presbytery 
cc iouſly exiſting, theſe irs Members the Miniſters and 
« Elders could not have been ordained. 2dly, A 8 

« Provincial or National is fo far from preexiſting a <> 
cc 2h that it ſuppoſes and implies in its very Nature 
tc and Conſtitution the Preexiſtence of Presbyteries, as the 
« Matter of its Being and Erection. With reſpec to 
| e IN be Di > 

is conclud juſt and nec onſequence, 
veral Places of holy Scri we as for Inftance, whe 
there is mention of a Plurality of Churches in the on 
Presbyterial Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 3s like 
| wiſe where there is mention of the Church in ſuch a Houſe, 
as Rom. xvi. 5. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. Col. iv. 15. _— 7 
** 
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| to the ſeveral Courts of Chrift's ſpiritual Kipgdom, I ſhal 


| Courts may proceed in an authoritative 


LE, «© 
Manifters do well obſerve *, that theſe ſingle Congregati- 
ons have the Name and Nature of Churcbes, and there- 


fore bchoyved to have the ordinary ſtanding Officers that 


are ſet in the Church, viz. Paſtors or Teachers, Govern- 


| ments or Elders ruling well, and Helps or Deacons ; and,. 


if ſuch ſingle Congregations have the ordinary ſt 


| Officers, they muſt needs have likewiſe the Power of Rule 5 


and Government, for the Edification of the Body of Chrift 
in Matters peculiarly belonging unto them, and which in 
ordinary Caſes, according to the Rule of the Word, fall 
under their immediate Cogniſance in theſe. fingle or per- 
ticular Congregations, _ _ e 

With reſpect to that Power and Authority: that be | 


not take upon me particularly to define or determine it; 
only it is not a mere conſultative Power and Authority : 

When no more is given unto. the Courts of Chriſt a 
ſpiritual Kingdom, the Authority of the King of Zion is, 
not repreſented or manifeſted in them; they are robbed. 
of the Key of Diſcipline, which is given by the Lord. 
Jeſus to the Office-bearers of his Houſe ; they have no. 
cenfurirg Power with reſpe& to Herelies, Scandal, and 


| Obſtinacy : If their Power is only conſultative, the Cen- 
| fares of Reproof, Admonition, Suſpenſion from ſcaling Or- 


Excommunication, cannot be inflicted by. 
the ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Courts above. mentioned; tho the 
Power of Cenſure is very neceflary for preſerving Sound- 
refs in the Faith, and Purity in the Walk and Converſa- 
tion of Church-members. - But yet, tho' Eccleſiaſtical 
Manner, in the 
Name of the Head and King of Zion, their Power and 
Authority is limited, it is a Power for Edification ; ow. 
have not a Lordly and Magiſterial, but a Minifterial and 
Stewardly Authority; they have not a Legiſlative Autho-, 
ry, tho they have a Power to declare and publiſh the, 

Scnſe and Meaning of the Laws of Chriſt's ſpi- 
ntl Kingdom, in Oppoſition to Corrupters and Subver- 
ters of the ſame ; they have a Power to apply the Doctrines 
of Faith, or the Truths of God declared and laid down 


ola Word, againſt emergent Herefies and Errors; they 


$ 4 


alſo a Power to apply the Cenſures of Chrift's Houſe. 
to the | ed Seandalous : They MF not Lords. 
orer our Faith and Conſcience, nor the Rule of our Faith 

ad Prafice, but Helps to both; all the Rs | 
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1 reforming that Co Dor Violence which 1 the 
"5 agaieft the Lorcks Heritage und Plodk'%s 
lend" But I appeal to or” Author himſelf, i he's 

, that the Jadi atories are either ef 
Fefornin nc. Whether our 'Anthors Word 
m e dere e mariag'of EY 


at 
evident Tendet upon Fee i 
to the Reader, w > Kid 85 State of Matters with win 
Stotland, to Vage for himſelf*" Only Tay” asle our u, 
| Can he give Eine an Inſtance in an e 
blies for feyeral Years | one, wherein "violenr Ken 


Tye 


ted, or expreſl . ore 1 

2 him — Inftances "tq the contr 
| only obſerve, that the Afſembly 1734, Whdſe Car 
duct and Management N bear fal er 
ral Aſſemblies before, or of any that have followed, 10 
when the Caſe of the Pariſh of C. retban was brough 
before them by an Appeal from a Sentence of the f 
#Fery of Hamiltoun,' which had an evident Tend: ncy 1 
. wards' a violent Settlement in the ſaid Pariſi; event 
foreſaid Aſſembly remit to the Presbytery ot baden 
proceed towards the Settlement of the ſaid Pariſh ax they 
Mall judge beſt for the Edification of that Congrefzation: 
This was 'a"Delivering-up of the Oppreſſed into'their 
Hands who had given Sentence againſt them; for, who 
could doubt but that Presbyrery would think it necefſar 
to ſee to the Execution of their own Sentence? T ſhould 
not have up that Aſſembly with this particular It 
ſtance, if the Judicatories had been indeed reforming ther 
violent Meafares; but the fol Aſſemblies one ate 
another countenanced or ſupported,” as I have ſaid, the 
Settlement of Miniſters over diſſenting and reclaiminy 
tions, tho” the Author of the Eſſay would he 
the orld believe that a conſiderable Stop has been 27 

to ſuch ſinful Practices for ome Time 2 pom 


1 - 4 1 * — e · 
- * 
7 4 


LOSE 


a ä — P 5 3 


D> Sg r S Ag e a ern 2 - 


E 


2 


* — 


"3" Pha £3 


3% A 


« That 


Be 8 iv. N = * aA N. eee 


which, a acne, for 
enk Motrer 49, prove a 
catories are /guilcy, of - Bran, 
in the Adwiniſtratign. "lee of 
{Nor Tyr 


350 K 


1 - 7 
Charch of: Fyt an Taal nh of 15 
IS alk Fs * of Soul or = 
the -Conhidence. to ſay 
1 . guilty of a exp 4 ; 
what be £3 im ious: h pine 
2 75 . what ou ok uthor REI neceſſary 
to 12 77 1 8 0 + 4 yo * a * 
and Tract ruſions 8 BER umber cars 
zand rheſe perſiſted in by the Judicatories, not wit 
#anding of Petitions, Re tations and Remonſtrary 
zzainkt them; Can he refuſe, I ſay, that theſe are ſuffici. 
ent to denominate them habjrually guilty of Acts of Op- 
preflion, or, according to our Auch r of impious 
and Rojine is in the Adniiniftration.? He ſſ peaks of 
Body: Is not pu ous 
s fo 8 0 as they are Chri- 
t o i I know 
erſecution ; for the 


Sacrilege 

mtolerable Perſecution of Soul 

Mobbing of Men of what belot 

fans, a confiderable Hei 

not what he means by intolerable 

5 and Patience of the Saints has overcome the greateſt 
Tyranny and Cruelty, Rev. xii. 11. & xiii. 10. And as to 


Perſecution. of the 9 Ir is no Secret, but what is very 
well Gan through the Land, that Tenants have been 

eo ew, and ad are Scverities have been threat 
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44 ture; If there be a Negle&: Lea uo r-Res 
c lation required hetween Mimifters, "Rulers 
- ry 5 the Church, hut what is raiſed and en 
be of and Rules of Mens Aer a de cg 
297055 is violated, and the of the Church 
« difturbed in its Foundation.” And, 35 our. 2 
confiftent wich himſelf in his other Satte 
how he 4 refuſe that the preſent ,] 
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5 was done 
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and three other Mimiſters, as Ve 

narrated i in he fo Fee They were every ane, 
e, ene of the forefaid Att and . | 
he 4 from the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, be 

they would not retract their above Proteſtation ; this was 
lone by the Commiſion of the foreſaid Aſſembly : Aud 
iterwards, at another Meeting of the ſame 
e beet er be ug fers of the of ablilhed 
Church, becauſe they refuſed to ſubmit to the Cenſure of 
N eee 10 eee Pro-- 


| op pap | 


35'S = PARSED TRTERRDEETES rr 


„ 


=> BN 


„ 


0b gal Hen 


125 
he pi 
; not. pretend to 


oy 
„ 


bee. 85 our IEF 


the i he ge he has nor foun 
in the Adminiftration, W this, Parts 
— 55 nor in any other Inftance jor 8 454 T yen, Be den 
Dat he can to exrenuate the Sin of the ee wn 
for this End he brin in our refotming P more i. 
rannical by far in the e I 1. = 
thing can be laid to the Char 
my equal to theſe Acts of 


SFS og S Nene „eee e op So.” ©=© a awry) wo 


25 afterwards to conſider in its p proper 2 Fri Fa 
briefly notice a few Things that our 4 
a ade Adna, ee 
miniftration, in icular Inſfance n 
fore me: He alledges, in the pap! Free, Thr A 
Deed dt the Synod of Perth-and Seeg, xcligrang.the/: 
ceding Minifters to ee ee IN 
Church, ra their ſevera S recs, .and; ta the. Exerc. 
2 the Miniſterial jon... there 
en ofthe Ports e ire the 
a e Vents . nfences pronoun 
et them,” Eſſay, p. 1 In Op pꝑoſition to 
* 


— 


. 

ooby they. wir = 1 laps for 
thor of me Eſay has never ſo'm 
into che 1 48 ng 
| a What in el 
ES * eas i 


5 5 gy wr c od co. 
hy nap the Bret or th 89958 Reaſons not acce 5 
Lobſerved in my Poſteripe to che Letter mentioned 
| that the Author of the per: erts our Words, and hat | 
ny we diteg by him they are Utnjotelligib] 3 
us to me nor ta have utderſtood what, he 
privg te änſwer. Upon this 6ur Author, in 1 Faber 
be calls his Sbort Vintica: ”, alter ome. frivolous Cri 
| ciſms; ſuch as, Whereas irts ſaid; 1 prerenc Ls 
«of their” Reaſons,” Sc, this I refule: ; T obly tay; 4 
4 complained that Aſſemb did not, S iat 
ever Shape fie f * 9 55 it *tq take up our 
Page from whic nds to cite them, the ar 
te 1 85 57 Minifters judged 2 
| Setitence paſt agdinſt them was neither Rn not for 
mally reſeinded. But I ſay, After two ſuch toligni 
e and an Alle e againſt ſome Words in our 
| 48 a6d Toft which I ſhall afterwards conſider, he 
. 1 gave What I took to be the 
iplaint, tho bot preciſely in 2 8 
y they were their Ex 
in he then to mark them with the ordinary Marks 
a if tliey had been our Words? It 
Del if Ra had told his er, that he did 
ur preriſe Words, but what he took to be che 
of whar he cally 092 Catptiite:. He tranſcribes 
inthe Page laſt cited ſome Sentences out of which he had 
gathered what he calls our Complaint; but fill they are 
unntelligfble as he lays them, neither can they convey unto 
ay that read his Book a jut View of the Ar ment or 
on why the ſeceding Brethiren judge the Ack and Sen: 
tence paſt againſt them is neither formally nor materially 
1 * W * e e as 


9 2 4 + . . 
* "+ 3 „ 


. | e's N 4 * 
52 42 * 


- ww mh * * 
; 2 * ; + 


J 
if 
| 
(] 
i] 
= 


Tris there Jaid is 


9 a ry 
. : 
N * bY þ | 
* an. 
ws 


© 


ri 2 2 7 * n 
1 1 © 


= > g 1 P 


* 


ses ads 


"22 


* 


A "of : 
II 04 is G29UM 
_ - 


It 
9 


n Y 
d of this Ne 


— pK ˙—— «„ — — - 
& 4 a - a — 5 . - * 


n n A redn 


: 
9 by 
. 


F e ene 2.3.23 8. 


4 +” he 
9 « $ ein 


yon 5 
e ihe EN ed Pet Atſembly. 
| 5 re,“ That you md 


1 


i ee AF left e alt 


; undthar the Fame was not, por hall be held 
ob e fiapaited or tetra) 2 


= * — 
— ßBR. — = ea = 
—— — — 
— —_——O — - * 
K a ͤ— — — K _ — 1 
yo — a „ [EN — a * : 


Cn 

<< Ap. — — — — 2 

r — 
0 


5 1225 


ds Probes 


{ T3 2 1 * a 11 11 ſ 


ics > 6 828 . 


N * # gg © ® * 14 Fu 

\ a i 4 

, 55 1 4 : 1 : 

- out . — 

2 4* — 

A * 
12 made 1 


—_— 


— « 
* ID 


\ 9 - 
| = \ \ * 5 ana R ® — — — 
— + pos — . — — 
a — TP FI; = * 3 4 a * 
* * - 2 * * * 8 * 4 
* 
” 
* * 


. 


the Laws e 

the Houſe are counteracted, 

Model of Goreroment iz undermived r 
aſtjcal Unity, in ar as it CODCEIMS f . 

and Diſcipline of . Houſe of God, dit hrolen a 

ved. "Ang the ſaid Sin of Tyrangy in the Admin 

eee, +higbly aggravated) when it ic 


= and refuſe to acknowledge their Iniquity 
Peri in the ſame Courſe and Fractice, Jartrcy 


* £ 
n 
* 


8 we 1 O 


G pu NEL, Adminiſtration. of Gof 7 — 


4 


* fuch A. 45 0 mg * 


- 2 — min 


71 


3.48 #) 


preſevt Judicarories juſtify 3 a 


4 


* 4) Wa. 9 " om EY 6 ER * N * 1 of 
a 4a Mt * A AS oat ad Ar „ e ͤ , ia .Þ/] a 1 8 PAL. "BAY 8 3 


# 


Mg 


£ 


Lee 0 


4 Non the N of Diſeipline, 17 hb 
deuten an That e Vocation (vin; to the Mini- 
e ation an 
4 1 Ad nin 
ple e 


r . XTR2TOR SE. 


D. 


4 


„ aa An 
31 4 _— # 2 = ; N = 


— 


„ F 5 
N 


* a , | - | » : I 2 v 25 - Se e a \ 


pr to | Kathe Cine 7 9 7 3. IF f 


25 fle ger 
| L 1. : #7 FR = 
denſe in the ſaid Cone 1 | "Wor 2 
— ine Place Lite, N in My. 0 Bet; 
Far 120 ji | e e eee 
icy have different, Letters, Syllables and ,Sounds, 
de ir evident from the Words of the Book of 

ipline' above cired, what our Reformers W | 
ty hiſs" to che Miniltry; end Mr. Currie knew. ſome- 
ty well how to diſtiognith hari Go od 


5 


— . . = ey aſt muſt 
be YT; "ordained by  fome Church, his Reaſoning had 
been pood "Senſe; I muſt ald here obſerve, that accors 

ding og Aurbot's Jus Div. Chap. 4- it 18 a Proteſtant 

Prigeiple,/ affeyred at rhe Rete „That it belongs to 

Pinion}, Wc 

"that"ts above 

2 it is the very fame with that en is af- 

jth 2th Head of the firſt Book of n 

Me 5 in his Jus Pop. Dio.” . 81. telle s, ets; 

Mitifters, ang their lawfal- I ſhall on 

that when Mr. Currie, by. the Church choofiog'a Minith 

43. uh A Pies byr | 3 he'is now in f&'far ww yore | 


CY 


Pax 


e d ere Mn fi 
s en Charchs In _ tie — 


— 1 dei 


20 1 with hel * 1 at f * 0 
< Chriſt's Action abides in the original Pa y- Tete 
very Body knows, that the Compilers of our Conſeſſiot, 
- and orher Reformers, never rebapriſed any thar were bap- 
| tiſed in the Church of Rome, 284 that becauſe fic p 
| . fed the Hoctrine of the Holy Trinity, ang bai 
- riſm is adminiſtrate by her Miniſters in thatadorable Nome: 
as alfo, becauſe ſome: other Eſſential Articles 67 Chlfiltiz- 
nity, ſuch as the Deity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, the 
Incarnation of the 805, rhe Uiiity of his Pe Lb, adac the 
true and real Diſtinction of bis Natures, are heid in thy 
Church by outward viſible Profeſſion, couſbrm co oben 

ciſions of the firſt four general Councils, a rainft ſich 
fared themſelves Adverfaries' unto theſe” ime 
of our Chriftian Faith: For theſe and the Re he wei 
Reaſons,” our Reformers acknowledge the Val 75 the 
By crament of Bap tiſm, tho” diſpenſed in the Po Ci: 
yer, ar rhe 25 Time, all the reformed 
Ws wh. our Confeſſion of Faith, that the Sa 

bad not thar Rectitude and Parity which is'requit 
dg to the Divine Inſtitution, when tack 
the Church of Rome; not only becauſe hey arc adult: 
erate in rhe faid Church by a corrupt Mix cok \rhetr 


rr M 

Jeſus Chriſt. In like Hane Preſ⸗ 

ene Diffemers from the Church of — Had 5 55 

maintaih, that the Sacraments are not'righ y adm ſtrate 

in chat Church, by Reaſon of the Addis of Men unte 

the Divige Inſtitutions; et at the fame Time : 

knowledge” their Validity, and never pled 

: ſing of any thar are baptiſed in the Church of” 
5 Alo in ihe lite Times of Pretacy, tho" the 

| cumbeots adminiftrare” the "Sacraments in the LE 


— . ins Yd. ene be. fwd Pali. Tan . od a. ua to ca. ities. 


not Miniſters of 


wy 


S SAS. WO 5 mm 


ner as we do, without the ſuperſtitibus Ad 4 Me 6 
the Popiſh or 'Ergliſh Shen tn the Pres Wi 5 ; 
of Scotlgnd State receive Goſpel-ordiriances 1 
for This: Reaſon, amongft athers,” Becauſe tlie Make S 
dal dn the Biſhops Vari coo to, be, races len = 

it; yer 6 my en e {oc 


r RT EET I a TNT 


* 


o 
v: 


— 


5 — 
1 7 
3 


| he communicate. himſelf. and 


Purpoſe he intends d ro pr 
ar dete Scheme 1D the 


like Ke like unto ine raged s wild Doctrine 


Fi Ady 

oy 8 ing to our Author, a Cn. 
of the Lord | Jefus Ui. the keeps Communion with 
Members; f our Author owns thar 
5 250 gland is warrantable and 


ward 1 — ee Head of the Church, if 


bis ſaving Grace to any who” 
of ae Chureh: 354 our 


loded by t the Or- 


live and die Members o 


d e wp e Fre Ford, © Tee he Oy, 
tis a Doctrine winch oppo ofite to the Dodrine of all 


From har have Lad, tis «phe 'thar, DEW ing to the” 
22 delivered in our Confeſſion of Faith, two 


re requiſite in ren to the right Adminiftration 
| of the Na: according; to the Divine Infticution : 


Fep, That they be miniftrate by lawful Miniſters; and 
aden of th b. Characters given us of lawful Ministers, is, 
| bt 


oſed 
5 „ as. they run unto the Work of the 
a 3 not lawful Minifters of. Chrift ;- 


— 


75 0 which LT anſwer If are not choſen 
a 1 Church, yer kg ſuch, Men ig. 


Bur farther, extract 


1 AS i is, e 


95 


2 gn fo. ro the Miniſtry by ſome” Church, : 


2 4 That they be ee ſach: 
nd /in ſuch Sora a8 


s God ik appointed: Hence 55 
conclude, that ſuch; as are intruded. upon the 


r Congregariens without 


tly 1 hey the Adminiftration of Goſſ Lordi 
ders wants that Purity and. c&irude 
ee Inſtitution requires. Our Autfior i in his 
ien, p. C. Fer the following Queſtion; 

„%s going ka the Plantations are ordained, 
e not -righ ea dmieller the Sacraments, tho 
8 not been choſen by any particular 


. Church; and this does very” 


. * = 
. 2 


cane e e 15 we 
tion. Ihre Manner, t 110 
inde nite 2 
o E 
Chriſt; yet iy ordinary” Caſts, *$ © rd 
Minifter unto a patticulat Congregation 
out hwft} Election does not Conzitste Ma ror tre 
niſter of Chrift, And if je is true, as M- tau . 
io hi Preface to the foreſaid Puk, p. 4 e 
* 'Robbing of the Church, r 
t any Mater whether the'Peospl; pf 
cc. me How can the Church be oblif ied ee md 
acknowledge ſuch as her lawſul — who ar 
Robbers, and who are guilty of Ragin af Se 
Upon the Whole, it is evident, that the preſent Queſter 
ie nor gh the Faiany of the dee dihaned 
Intruders; hut, Whether or net ſuch ſhauld | 
xe ks lawful and RO nn ne haue 
r 
hurch while diſſenting and win! 
. 5 A eee 
eve ee Chr, ee hin: 
tion of < -ordinances by ſuch hes that; Pari; od" 
Rectitude which the Divine Telieutor reid And 
humbly jad e 
Ge Faith decides both the In- 
ner I have already obſerved id my 
fare,” hen Men are iutruded upen 
elemt In digntories, and e mann an 
ar 


8 


8 * mor 
thor, in bl ſort Fin lic 


LEP EOSESsSHBEORTY25E 255m ods two =>» 


Er: 
Queſtion unto MS. 
6 NU bel 0 


— 
X 
8 
** 
” 


that * 


1 There. was @; 
4 Friar (a he. ſpe 
Luther when: 


e 22 be. emer 2 


ame, * Henderſon when e 
ine 8 Mr. Robert Bruce: In the 
21 15 ſaid 1 he: nas ua : 


(Hu 


Gs 


Brace preaghy CE Ge _— _ 
were, tre tht: cometh. wer; bs: by the. Dar, es deb 9, 
oo tbr pct and 5. aber. Theſe; 


* 
* "i > "— 4 * 
7 * „r 
dle n the Caſe of Me. waders J 
hy * 31 + 
; : — 4 Fi #* % 


Ae oh the Lang wy Chriſt; . if, the 
cuories of the: Church would. gize 
their Repentance for 2 — _ yes e to ls 
e Gods and heir other Steps of Deſectinn from 

o Reformation · principles, aur go ceſſion from them 
would ſoon ben af an Kad: But it is ro be r d, char 
the emen, Practice is purſued; the udicatories 
tbemſalyes in their be F. Proceedings, and Intru- 
derg hold tbomſelves as lawful and ſent Miniſters ol Chriſt; 
The ord: may juſtly, ſay; of us, as he ſpeaks of Jadab by 

Propher.. 3. viii. 6. 1 haartned and beard, but. they 
he i not aright; no Man . bim of bis Wickeazeſs, - 
ſing A rg bave i * 8 a 2444 ny odge 2 wy 


I have not deelined to make Anſwer to ſuch Que tom 
as the Author of the Eſſay in his/bort Vindication — ke 
fir to propoſe a your” umn cha me ; and therefore 
may expect t will. not refuſe to give make 
to the two following: The firft is, Whether ay *. 
as are intruded into the Office of the Miibep 5 wh xe — 

xed 1 differ | 
egations, ſhould be received . — 
mech as * — and ſent r 5 3 815 
their Intruſions, and give no Evidence of fineere 
885 for the ſame 7 The ſecond Cn 7 
u 


F We OT A OE 


is,” Whether or not Gol] ſpcl-ordinances diſpi 

ch as are neither lawful nor ſent Miniſters. 
have that Rectitude or Purity. in their 

which the Divine 4 9 1 74 ? As 1 5 po gra 


2 05 of Fait 
7 and Fs 4 pſp 


2 Wen 


ac. N 


« they e their . eaten, 20 | 
© are to he iccounted Ambaſſadors to Chriſt * 

« men of this © Flock, than a Watchman. of, the Ci 
unte 5 ONO thereof, when. Y 


— - -m_ v9  . a= = © =#= A try. my = © kwwj = ww wy >» Pw, wp 


- ”Y ; Yn A q 2 3 2 Y 4 7 1 
— . 
# . A * - 
* OS 12. OE „ $7 955 IPTE $A IA ls 
51 11 250 TY or tint. . a 
1 * 5 * ode 4 „ 
) 1219 oll 
„„ „ 23. it 10 
| 1 00 
i 4 T3 75 gib bil An 1 1 
l e e eee de Bw, 
FRIGATE EE Bind LOG ii 9 13 10 
8 ? . * 5 2 5 „ hs nk Pg 24 X 10 8 15 100 $4 
%%% ĩ FT IEFLELIATE MF 4 n 4: 2 40 1 
» 


= #4 5 5 14 - 

A — 5 EE, " * 1 15 5 Dole A. a 
A 4; 2 13 = 5.0m = 2 9 2. Fog #2 v1 . 101 
EEE 9 A + + * — N ee 2107 4 ww 


[ landing At 
| is repreſented in her preſent Judicatories,, {fveral unware 


E 
50 } i 1 bs . 1 o 2 2 1 * . & 5 [9 2 
2 EY th. 7 1 1 5 

15 a Ar | . 


* a * | 2 
F 4 "© 4 WR. - 1 * . Fx) 2 22 
1 ** 4 4 1 4 8 4 3 5 - ff * 4 £ 7 92 * 2 — 
5 ; * . 
8 of wy 5 IS] * 17 18 
* . 5 : Lg 1 - $ * 
6 7 4 i Þ : > 22 10 ! 0 
3; 15 Lt 14 D : 


Wren UA is 5 1% rw; r by Jon Aft ane 


"Deeds f the. — Fudicat atories, faful and. 
" nrwarrantable Term of Communion are wg 
fed up the Members 5 of this Church.” 188 


; N= — 221 iar As 
arts 3 HOG ELLEL 1.33 It 111 | +4 "3 I ## 


HE Ain of che ele ants, 6. that OY 

Np ak ſinful T. hk N 1 to impoſed 

upon Church ch mene i bs a juſt Ground of Se- 
paration f rom that Church ; Aud the e Ytery 


- & &®. < 


te and. Deeds of this National Chace, « bu, ＋＋ 


ranable/Tetms. of, Communiog are impoſed, upon Mitt” 


Anz 0 
to the De 


| fters fore 111 9 Members of the Church. 


Tho 1 


that I hav e eyinced in the preceeding Sections, that 


{eatories, i in their Management with. 8 
rine, Government and Reeg have broke 


the' Bonis of our Eccleſtaſtical Unity; 


alſo, that they 


haye forfeit Their Claim to the Characbers gir 


en us in the 


| of the fame Eccl 


xcimpoled u q os. the "Member, 


no, p. 35. obſerve, © 


roch Article of our Confeſſion of a true Churtb, that Is, 

of a Church which has attained ſuch a Meaſure o ST. 
ty, that we may eta join ourſelves unto her as 

i and tho, from w} 

appear that Seceſ 


at In 


ready 'bbſcrved, it may 1 y 


the preſent” udicatorĩes i is Tonk and we os yet. 
| I fhall bri V notice hat theſe finful and e yo. 


Terms of Communion are Which the Presb 17 
rs of this Chu 


fall al der. what th Fe Sher 2 the Eo 19 5 


nanced, 1 off the F ent for Se. 
kn, Sic ir is fared upon Ga Teles of of Cannes 14 13 


ſſociate Presb: 


in their. judicial AF and Jai 
— by the xa of N 1733s 
againſt Mr. Erskine and the other prote inifters, 
two ſinful Terms of Communion were impoſed ; Frſt, 
Unt no Miniſter of this Church ſhould t ify from t 
„ Falpit againſt Acts of Aſſembly and Proceedings of 
Church. judicatories, even tho they were ſuch as had a 
direct Tendeney to undermine our Conſtitution. Second- 

% That no Miniſter or Member of this Church ſhould 


pm, for their own nn * Acts, Sen- 


tences 


wy was eh Aa tens os does r 


1 
66 — Deciſions of the Supre 
40 tho they hould nearly — bh 
and reſtrain en rector ro aid Cauſe of Gy 
a ecififying agzinft Saler ede 
4 ing Church The Presbyt otclude 
- the Sentence of © Rebuke, 2nd Adee. "paſt + 
—1 Me. Ersiine, on account of his doctrinal Freedom 
2 teſtifying againſt the finful Proceedings of the Judice 
tories, was an Act and Deed of the Su 
making 'M che Miniſters of this Church Babe 
71 ' ſhould: T 


S 


be Jar: As alf6;"they judge 
*:is plain, ar ths fre: Saree paſſes pil the for 
proteſting Ministers, on 'acconnt = . 

was an LO oy teſto | « 


— Ordinerzes without Ke. of 
cumbent, two other umvurramable Terms of Communits 
are impoſed; the” firf whereof is; That by the foreſaid 
Act, Minifters: are up from diſpenſing; feali Sq 
dinances to duch of the Todd's People: as Have not” 
dom to ſubmit to rhe Miniſtry of Intruder under Fo 
of the higbef# Cenſure: And; ſecendly, By bi 
Ack, alli e Lord's — — — 


, e re 


Wr i. wm i. 4c iam © 


Nimes — — e eren e 
in the above Terms —— 


we if any R 
viz, the Permiſſion of the ingruded 
2 bis Peril, the higheſt Cenſures'of 


„ , ww. EE »&. 2 ro." 


their no leſs eyrannical Deciſions. 


en 
Kd, 
m 
. 
de, 
4* 
on 
C 
75 
my 
the 
2 
vie 
ol 
in 
ch 
eit 
ci. 
rid. 
ard 
i. 
the 
* 
It 
— 
ſaid 
O 
Pa 
ired 
The 


E 


BY 


= 
ry 


£4.51 


" 5 


* 
* 


ti 7 30 

no ſubſequent Act and Deed of any Aﬀcmbly 6 ſince oY 
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their Proceedings, and proteſted againft every Sep 
ſame. 7 7 ec 

In the fixth Seſſion of che Aﬀembly, Do@or Hamiltes, 
as their Proctrator, gave in a Proteſtation againſt and De. 
clinature of the Aﬀembly, ſigned by Six of the 
to which à few Minifters that were of their Party adhered 
This Declinature, with the Reaſons thereof, „ Rane 
may ſee in RuſbevortÞ's Collections. I have not wg | any 
7 of the Aſſembly's Anſwers, but chat which is in 

854 - nag ras? , and there he Curious oor jor 
t. — 

At the followin ſeventh Seſſion, the Aſſembly a 
the Regiſters of former free and lawfal Gen blics 
fince the Reformation: Then they entred upon the Conk- 
deration of the Biſhops Declinature; and after Deliberation 
on the ſame, and' ſeveral Reaſons offered to take off any 
Thing in their Declinature that could be alledged to hare 
any Force or Weight, the Queſt ion was ſtated, Whether 
or not, notwithſtanding of the ſaid Deelinature and Pro- 

tion, this Aﬀſerably was à free, lawful and right-cor 
ſtitute Aſſembly ? ro when they were about to vote the 
ſaid Queſtion,” the King Y Com:niſſioner, after a long 
Speech, told them that he could not any longer, in a C 
Niftency with his Duty to his Maſter, countenance them; 
and therefore diſcharged them in the King's Name to i 
any longer, and declared that any Thing done in the A 
ſembly ſhould be of no Force, and ſhould not bind ay 
of his Majeſty's Subjects. The Aſſembly knowing 
well that the Commiſſioner had a Deſign to diſſolve tber 
Meeting, a Proteftation was prepared and in Readinf 
againſt this Event, which was now put into the Hands: 
the Clerk to be read; and, while this Proteftation ws 
reading, the Commiſſioner removed: And the next Dy, 
"November 29th, a Proclamation was made over the Crols« 
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Glaſgow, inhibiting and diſcharging the Aſſembly, ada ar 
the Pain of Treaſon, to continue their Meeting; and all * 


declaring all and whatſoever they ſhould ha pen to do, tt 
be oh and of no Force, Aa? g or Effect. Aſier tix 
above Procl amation was made, the Proteſtation which 
Tead in the Aſſembly, and which they * approyen, m 
wiſe read at the Croſs of Glaſgow ame of i 
dy of Scotland, and of all the So bſcribers of the C 
The Reader will find both the Proclamation, 1 
'the the Aﬀemb! 's Proteftarion, in Ru Panel's aller 


iis Vear. | tis Words wich 11 
IG (13510 15 1115 e EX VAL 2115 11 moch 19001006 


* * 


« Presbyteries, Burghs and Univerſities, now conveened 
« in a free and full Aﬀembly of the Church of Scotland, 
« indicted by his Majeſty, and gathered togetber in the 
« Name of the Lord Jeſus Cbriſ, the only Head and d- 
« perch of bis owyn Church; and we Noblemen, Barons, 
« Er. Subſeribers of the Confeſſion of Faith, make it 


camation is made at Edinburgb the 18th of December, con- 


Meeting, and diſcharging” all the MET under the 
higheſt Pains, to acknowledge, or give Obedience to the 
Acts and Conſtitutions of the Aſſembly now met 
x Claſgoww ; declaring their 2 Meetings and Acts to 
be illegal and unwarrantable, and prohibiting 8 
presbyteries and Minifters, either publickly or private 
in Conferences, Sermons, or any other Way, to authoriſe 


4 
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| approve, Juſtify or allow the ſaid unlawful Meeting or AC 
ſembly at Glaſgow, &c. This Proclamation at Edinburgh 


nant, The Proteſtation has the fame Preamble with the 
former I have mentioned; and, in it, they juſtify their 
WJ Proceedings, and give a full Anſwer to all the Particulars 
| againft them in the King's Proclamation ; they 
prove that they have Law on their Side in continuing to 
meet together, and take off the groundleſs Aſperſions and 
ces that were at this Time caft upon all their Pro- 
ings. BH 3 l als oy pes" 
After the Commifftoner had removed, the Moderator, 
Xcording to the Latin Hiftorian and the Journal, did 
peak to the Aſſembly in the following Manner; . All that 
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perceive Men to be zealous of their Mafters Commands, 
have not we as good Reaſon to be zealous toward our 
g Lord, and to maintain the Liberties and Privileges of 

bis Kingdom? Vou all know, that the Work in Hand 
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« known, Se. Likewiſe, by the King's Orders a Pro- 


Scſhons, 


s anſwered with a long Pr oteſtation in Name of the A= 
ſembly, and in Name of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Bo- 
roughs, Miniſters and Commons, Subſcribers of the Cove- 


ne here, know how this Aſſembly was indicted: And 


" them ; yet that muſt not derogate from Chriſt's Right; 
for he hat h given Warrant to convocate Aſſemblies, whe- 
ther Magiſtrates conſent or not: Therefore, ſeeing we 


| hath had many Difficulties, and God hath born us 
> through them all to this Day; therefore it becometh not 
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„ thouph . $6 were childs 
* 775 e the Pain = Hocyd at 
4 we gave in Supplications to the Council, 
into hear us ſpcak againſt ſuch Proceedings: þ Br cn 
L — knew not what to do next, God hath led us an bie 
1 Wai Step, keeping us ſtill within the Compals of i hs | 
1 „and 2 — of this I for any 2 ve 
4 Hos, and we have only followed. our Cauſe, with 
humble Supplications to — King, and Proteſtatiom + 
4 Floß thst which we could not obey : And it is ev- 
F dent that God hath accepted our Teftimony, for kit 
's Hands are about us ſtill; for, if his Eye had not di- 
A redcd us, and his Hand 1 not guided us, ve had 
2 Jon ong ſince been ounded in our Wite, and could 
R haye done nothing for wy Compaſſing of this great 
4 more than you Cbildren; ochre, could ve 
n have continued i ind to E cs He is nou to 
de crave a ſolemn 51 0 of the Kirk of Kalendar 
to ask of every bo is his Gad ? And we har 
& clearly Mes Bee unto us a Leſſon of our. Fidelity 
ac to our Lord and Maſter, from my omemiſſiontr 
# he hath flood punctually to the leaſt Jot of his Con- 
miſſion, and it hecometh us to be as zealous and. loyal 
to our God. Therefi ſeeing this Court is granted 
to us of God, under our King, and with ns Allen: 
. « Parliament indicted to warrant all the Conch- 
fions and new, that he hath drawn back kom 
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arrant, we for this be diſloyal to our 
Hide from. that wing he. param It; ve ga 
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and gram that there 
« have been an many eee Im“ 
2 — againſt us; and this were to ſi mord 
to quit theſe glorious Privilege Nef 
60 * ph 3 unte us above all our Sifter Churches, 
« Seeing CI is not.» Mean to clear ourſclver heſore tha 
« Chriſtian World but this, let us go en in putting der 
« the Matter upon our Lord and Maſter, and e Hall 
« anſwer for us at the Court of Heavoa; and juſtify d, in 
u the Eyes of all — . Aer — the 
above 9 hes as t n : 7 re-were fe- 
xral. _ Miniſters who nd fpake to the ſame Put 
Theſe Speeches did put Liſe and Courage, not on. 
ima the — — — hat — a Multi- 
tude of Spectators re preſentg whom, ag. 
the Latin Hiſtotian * and the al report, wat Lord 
Entine, Son to the noble Earl ef Ac ten a Member 
of the Privy Council, who came into the Aﬀembly, 4 hd. 
* with Tears beſonght tliat he migbi be admitted to ien 
the Covenant and —— He ingenubuſl y coofeſfed; 
a that his Conſcience f g checked him, as alſo tle 
* moniſhed him, that with the 2 Opportunity he ſhould. 
join himſelf to ſuch wc Canſe;, and having hithere 
10 neglected to do ſo, ſaid be, he perccived God was 
* angry with him, and therefore deſired their Prayers on 
, his Behalf to the Lord, that his Anger might be turnod 
„ away from him.” Many others followed the Eaample 
of this. noble Youth, The above Tibetan adds, that 
5 the. whole Aſſembly looked upon it as a certain Evie 
c ace of. the Divine Countenante, that, when they were 
Nos we that many ſhould be iocienidare and diſcouraged, 
2 —_ turn their Back apon the Cauſe, 
— * ſome were ta 
—— 
ers, t to ber 4 
they put the Que» 
— Whether they: — ads 
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that with all their Hearts they adhered unto their Proteftc2 
tation; and that they reſolved to continue, till this Aſſem- 
bly (after the ſettling of all Matters) be diffolved by the 
common Conſent of the Members thereof. The fame 
Thing is alſo reported upon the Matter by the Latin H. 
ſtorian. After this the Moderator put the following Obe. 
tion, If, notwithſtanding of rhe Biſhops Proteſtation and 
Declinature, this Aſſembly ſhould hold themſelves lawful 
or competent Judges of the Biſhops? According to the 
Latin Hiftorian, the Vote in the Afirmative was uniini. 
mous ; according to the Journal, three or four vote in the 
Neg ative. 1 , 1253 n DOT ene 
The Earl of Argyll, who was aſterwards Aſarguis ibo 
he was a Member of Privy Council, and tho” he was 
a Member of the Aſſembly, continued to attend all the 
Seſſions thereof; and he expreſſed his Defire to hear'the e⸗ 
Reaſonings and Judgment of the Aſſembly con 
Epiſcopacy, and the five Articles of Perth : And, when the 
Aſſembly determined that they were contrary to our Ne 
tional Confeſſion of Faith, he declared his SatisfaQtion 
with, and Submiſſion unto, their Determination. "Thy 
noble Peer did here begin to [diſtinguiſh himſelf, by x 
Concern for the Redeemer's Glory, and for his Spiritul 
Kingdom; and he continued ftedfaft unro the End, dying 
a Martyr for the Lord's Cauſe and Teſtimony which be 
now eſpouſed. Likewiſe, in the eighth Seſſion of the AF 
fembly ſeveral others of the Nobility expreſſed themſcive 
after the ſame Manner with the Earl of- Argyll; andup 
on this Occafion, according to the Journal, the Moderr 
tor ſaid; © Tho' we had not a Nobleman to aſſiſt us, our 
< Cauſe were not ihe worſe nor the weaker ; but there 
« is Occaſion given us to bleſs God, that they are coming 
4 in daily in Throngs.” The Noblemen,and others that 
were Purſuers of the Biſhops, inſiſted at this Seſſion, that 
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the Aſſembly. might proceed to try and judge the Br © 
| ; and the Libel againſt the Biſhop of Gallevay wi 4 
read, and delayed till another Seſſion: And the Afembly By . 
having diſcuſſed the Proceſſes againft the Biſhops in mary Hh 
Seſſions, as the printed Acts bear, the moſt of them were By | 


depoſed and excommunicate; four of them were depoſed 
fmpliciter, and two of them from their pretended E- 
piſcopal Function, upon the Grounds and Reaſons that 
are laid don in the printed Acts. In their twelfth Seſſion, 
the Aſſembly find ard declare the Aſſemblies at Linlitigou 
1606 and 1608, at Glaſgow 1610, at Aberdeen 1616, ® 


8. 


— 


. Agdrews 1617, and at Pertb 1618, upon the Grounds: 


12 ind Reaſons mentioned in their printed Acts, to have 
dern from the Begining unfree, unlawful and null Aſſem- 
be blics, and never to have had, nor hereafter to have any 
e Ecclefiaſtical Authority. In the thirteenth Seſſion, they 
W condemn the Oaths exacted by the Pre lates of Intrants 
ino the holy Miniſtry, as unlatful. In the fourteenth 
{8 5cfion, the Service- book, the Book of Canons and Ordination, 
ure all condemned by the Aſſembly, as contrary to our 
+» Wl Coofeffion of Faith; and the High Commiſſion Court is de- 
ni. clared to be wnlawfud in irfelf, and prejudicial - unto the 
1 BY Liberties of Chriſt's Kingdom. In the ſixteenth Seſſion, 
be Aſſembly moſt unanimouſly, and with the Heſitation 
bel one only, find and declare, that all Epiſcopacy, diffe- 
ir WY rent from that of a Paſtor over a particular Flock, was 
he BY 2bjured by the Confeſſion of Faith as it was ſworn in the 
he BY Years 1580, and 1581, and 1590; and therefore, that it 
ins WY ought to be removed out of the Kirk. After this unani- 
he mwous Sentence was paſſed, according to the Journal, the 
Moderator had the following Speech, which deſerves 
n Room here; I think, ſays be, there be none of us 
hs BY bere, but have been oftentimes calling upon the Name 
1 © of God in ſecret and openly, that he, and he only who 


* was able to do it, would have been pleaſed to flay the 
« Courſe of Defection that was going ſo faſt on; and I 
© think there be none of us that did not earneſtly deſire 
nd wiſh to have ſeen a Day to have taken it to Con- 
* fideration, whether we had tranſgreſſed the Covenant of 

* God or not, in going on in a Courſe of Deſection: 
And now he hath granted this Day wherein we may 
* call all Matters to a Reckoning, which Day we muct 
” an for; and many a Time have I, myſelf beſought 
Cod to ſtop this Courſe of Defection, and ſo he hath 
done. Many are the Miſeries, Burdens and Calamities 
* that have been upon this poor Kirk theſe. Years by- 
|" gone; and we were ſcorned by others, that it was for 
the breaking of Covenant with God; and we truſt it 
„ ball appear to the World when we are dead, that we 
4 have turned unto him, and renewed it again. It refts 
that we be thankfal unto our Lord for the ſame. 
, And I truſt that there are none of us that are come 
* here with an honeſt Mind, but they would haye bought 
«his Dy at a dear Rate, and given a deat Price ſar thia 
eng; which God hath done far beyond: our Deſer+ 
Tung or Expect atiu And our' Adverſaries nee. ner 
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EE nn — gong erecting tor rs — | 
The Afſemdly\in cher ſame Seflion give yer a further 
Teffimony for” our covtnanted Reformation, when ther 
diſcharge any of the Members of this Church 
. _ Narional 5 of Faith, 
| t e impoſed upon it by the „ who 
lad cauſed publiſh Declaration, bearing, That be dia. 
got ine-nd nor by his Commands requiring the faid 
Confeſſion 0 be —— the — 580 ſubjoined, 
(nich I have mentioned above) thereby to a e, but 
w defetd, Epiſcopal Government; this the Aci de- 
qed to de ae repugnant to the genuine and true 
Conf as it was proſeſſed in the 
Years 156; E. And by: their Act, Seſſion 26. they ap- 
peint the Conſeſſion and Covenant ſhould be afterwards 
p — eee 
ind law ful General Aſſembly 
geſides the Proceſſes — this Aﬀembly ſeg 
painſ the Biſhops, chere v wi Proceſſes laid before 
them from Presbyteries iy, fr ſeveral Miniſters, either 
or reading the Liturgy, er for other ſcandalous Practices; 
ud many of — ſed from the Miniſtry, ſuch 
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1563, and wenn the {aid Act at large, together wh che 


E 9 
therefore they made an Act of their own, with reſpe& 
unto our Confeſſion of Faith. The Author of the Eſa 
p. 129. obſerves, Fhat in our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 
30. Art 1. tis aſſerted, That the Lord Feſus is the Head 
of bis Church ; and that the Commiſſion of Aſſembly 169g 
aſſert, That Jcſus Chriſt is the only Head and King of 
« his Church; and that the ſame Thing is aſſerted by 
the Aſſembly 1705, in their Act anent Mr. H 
Hence he concludes, That © the Brethren in afferting, 
4 p. 40. of their Ad and Teſtimony, that the Church af 
<< Scotland, neither in 1690, nor in any of her Afﬀemblic 
«& fince, hath aſſerted Chrift to be, what really be is, th 
«© alone Supreme Head and King over bis Church; they 
“ aſſert that which is not Fact.“ But, if our Author had 
not quoted the Words of the Act and Teſtimony after hi 
ordinary partial Manner, the Reader might 46. ſeen, 
that he unjuſtly loads them with the Charge of aſſenig 
what is not Fact. The Words of the Ad and Teſinm 
are; Neither the foreſaid Aſſembly 1690, nor ary 
4 the Aſſemblies of the Church ſince that Time, did, by 
„ any one formal Ad or Statute, explicitely and jwdicialh 
„ condemn the ſacrilegous Uſurpation of his Royal Dip- 
4 nity,, by that blaſphemous Supremacy arrogated during 
that bloody Period; nor aſſerted him 0 4 what be 
44 really is, the alone Supreme King and Head over hi 
- ©. Church as his free and independent Kingdom.“ If our 
Author can ſhew any formal Act of Aſſembly conden 
ning the foreſaid facrilegous Uſurpation, or that Sup 
. macy that was arrogate by the King in the late perſca 
ting Times, then he may charge the Aſſociate Predy 
tery with aſſerting what is not Matter of Fact; or if bd 
can ſhew any formal Act of Aſſembly, expreſly and 
 dicially aſſerting the alone Supreme Headſhip of th 
Lord Jeſus over his Church, and the Freedom of hi 
Spiritual Kingdom, then he may alſo charge the Aſſid 

- Presbytery with | aſſerting what 1s not Fact. The grolc 

. Eraftians will ſubſcribe to the above Propoſition of | 
- Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly 1698 according 
their own Senſe and Meaning of it, yea, ſo may the 
of Rome himſelf, who pretends to be Chriſt's Vicar m 
and Depute upon Earth, viz. That the Lord Feſus ui 
+ alone King and Head of bis Church; and et at che ſen 
Time they all diveſt Chrift's Spiritual Kingdom of! 
Freedom, and the Eraftians ſubordinate the ſame to © 
: Civil Powers, *Tis plain, that the Prezbytery, in the * 
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„ Words, aſſert the Neglect of a proper Teſtimony” for 
1 the alone Headſhip of Chriſt, * to the wicked 
od Encroachments that the Powers of the Earth had made 
03 MW upon the ſame. Our Author further obſerves, p. 127. 
of MW That the General! Aſſembly 1690 . mentions the Supremas . 
by Wl © cy as one of the Cauſes of Faſting; for, ſpeaking of 
n: « the Sits of former Times under Prelacy, they ſay, 

ne, WF © Supremacy was advanced in ſuch a Way, and to ſuch: 
of Wl Height, as never any Chriftian Church acknow- 


« ſedged : And this is more than was done by any Aſſem- 
« bly from 1638 to 1649: This was a plain Condemaing * 
« of the King's Supremacy, Sc.” But this was ſo far 
from being a plain Condemning of the Supremacy as it* 
vas cxcrciſed before 1688, that any who read the foreſaid 
AR can never know what Branch of the Supremacy they 
intended. It was far from the Faithfulneſs of the Aſſem- 
bly 1638, who, as I obſerved before, both practically 
and expreſly condemned the Supremacy as it was exer- 
ciſed at that Time: And beſides, the Aſſemblies betwixt 
1638 and 1649 could not expreſly condemn the Suprema- 
/ as it was exerciſed before 1688, becauſe, as I have 
already obſerved, it was never advanced to ſuch a Height 
from the Reformation ro their Times. Our Author adds, 
But 4 ſome, as the Brethren in their ſecond Teftimony, 
« p.41. will ſay, This (viz. what is ſaid in the Act 1690) 
* was not an abſolute Condemniug of all Supremacy in 
Ciril Rulers over the Church. Here our Author, 
nter his ordinary Manner, curtails the Words of the 

brethren in their Ad and Teftimony : Their Words are, 
Let they (vix. tbe Aſſembly 1690) do not abſolutely 
© condemn that uſurped Supremacy, nor expreſly . 
" the Headſhip and Sovereignty of Chriſt, in Oppeſition 
" to the above-mentioned bold and daring Invaſions made 
” upon: it in the late Times of lamentable Defection and 
" grievous Perſecution.” This our Author cannot refuſe; 
but he L eee when he tells us of Diſputes about the 

_ Supremacy among good and learned Men: And 
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efore he mentions Mr. Gilleſpie in his Miſcellanies 
making mention of ſuch Diſputes; he alſo quotes Burroughs, 
nd the Miniſters of the Province of London. But the 
Reader may eaſily perceive, that all his Citations are 
thing to the Purpoſe : For none of them do either treat 
of the Supremacy as it was exerciſed in Scotland before 
be 1688; neither is it aſſerted by any of his Authors, 
ba there have been great Diſputes among good and 
1 8 | ö learned 


— 

Udets Aten abe 48 it was 
Seetlawd * Ber and 28688. 
procerde p. to give his on þ 
tbe: Power of the Gizil Magiſtrate in the 'Charchz; 

loaſt romtell u what ä 
own, . —_— 2 — hath not a e 
45 —— nor Did e 36 0 make N Cl 


wad 
Our Author 


; ine, nor Men 4 
5 ö. anons aud Conſtitui 
om nur to depoſe Munifters: fram-- F ther: 
< Othee:? I ſhall not tale ir apo me te explain ou: 
Antoor' S. Terms, or to: enguire-into the Senſe a 
of what he calls a Diacritick Power ; but I m 
n daes not give us 4 fall Exune. | 
ration of ee Prestyterian Div ines re fuſe umd ile 
Ciuil As for che: particular Inftances' abow 
given by our Ann the Zraftians. willow; that the 
moſt of them do not belong to the Qivil Magiſtrate,” Bes 
Mr. Gilleſpie's Auron s Rod, Book 2) Chap. 3. He add; 
That our -Presbyjerian Divines own, „ that the Mi- 
„ Krate has not anly a defenſive, but a regulating rulng 
« Power, and aifo a coercive Power; having mach Ponce: 
| 4 circa facrs, the! no Power in facris, no Power. that in 
properly, Sormally and e Eccleſiaſtical, ha 
oer enly Ciuil. with'-our Authea- 
would explain himſelf e this regulating ulis 
Peerer : Thoꝰ he afferrs, that. he is giving us the Judgment 
of ul Prrsbyterian Divines ; pet he has hot mentioned af 
one of them. who expreſs themſelves in the abouo\Terms 
without ſome Camion or Limitation,; and I age th 
that they have ſuch an Ernftian Savour; that they need 
ſome Explicarion. As alſo, when dur Author tells us that 


the Magiſtrate has much Power ciraa ſacra, this likewile 
needs ſome Explicution: For tho'--qur Presbyterian Di- 
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Church, from the Book of Diſcipline, according to the 
Word of God and our National Confeſſion of Faith or 
Covenant; and the Proceedings of this Aſſembly are con- 
* by the Aſſembly 1639, and thereby the Houſe of 
Jod in Scotland was reared up upon its Scripture Baſis and 
Foundation; and, after all, 4 Geil Sanction is given to 
our Reformation by the Parliament 1640: But in the Year 
1690 the Parliament firſt ſettle the Government of the 
Church, after their own Way and Manner, by their Ad 
June th 1690; and the firſt General Aſſembly of this 
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Church after the Revolution is conveened at 
Oftober 16th the foreſaid Year, and firs down upon the 
foreſaid Settlement: Hereby the due Order of the Houſe 
of God was inverted, in regard the Settlement of the Go- 
yernment of the Church belongs in the firſt Inſtance unto 
a. Judicatory of Chrift met together in Name of the 
Lord Jeſus; and that which is incumbent upon the Cinl 
Powers, ip this Caſe, is only to give the Civil Sancti 
unto the ſame. Likewiſe, when the firft General Aſſembly 
met after the Revolution, they reſt ſatisſied with the Parla- 
ment's Settlement of our Government, and never rear up 
the Houſe of God in their Ecclefiaftical Capacity upon it 
proper Baffs and Foundation, viz. the holy Scriprurc, 
and, in an Aprecableneſs thereto, upon our Book of Dit 
cipline, and the ſolemn Covenant-engagements of this whole 
urch and Land to the moft high God. And here I mul 
add, Thar in the Settlement of our Presbyterian Church 
Government by the Parliament 1 690, as the Presbytery in 
their Ad p. 38. juftly obſerve, © All the legal Securit 
given to this Church, in that Covenanting Period from 
«6 1638 to 1650, are overlooked and paſſed by. Aud it 
muſt be regrets that the above Proceedings, and this 
filent Submiſſion of the Aſſembly 1690, who gave no Mar 
ner of Teftimony againft the 5 — Omiſfions, was a De- 
parture from a material Part and Branch of the Teſtimony 
of the Church of Scotland. The only Apology that can 
be made for the Proceedings of this Church at that Time, 
and their filent Submiſſion under the Parliament's Settk- 
ment, is what is contained in the Judgment that the Com- 
mittee of Aſſembly 1690 give concerning the Paper given 
in by Mr. ShieJls and other Minifters, viz. That it n- 
tained ſeveral wnſeaſonable and impracłic able Propoſals. Th 
particular and expreſs Condemning of our National Steps 
of Defection, the Renewing of our Covenants, the Aﬀer- 
urg of the Rights and Privileges of the Spiritual Kingdon 
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of Chriſt, &. were at this Time pdged unſeaſonable and 
imprafticable Propoſals : But, what made ſuch Propoſals un- 
ſeaſonable and impracticable? The Caſe ftood plainly thus, 
A thorow Reformation was not at Heart with the mel Der 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom at that Time were of a quite 
diferent Temper and iſpoſition from what they were in 
the Year 1638, they were not ſenſible of their Defection 
| and Backſliding from the Lord; and, as Mr. Hag obſerves 
in his Life, ** New Presbyterians, formerly Perſecutors or 
« Compliers, grew into great Reſpect and Power; and 
« ſome got into Church-judicatories, tho they neglected 
u ;oferior Courts, and took no InſpeCtion of the nds 
« gations they belonged to: Thus old Sufferers were born 
« down, unleſs they went into a Sort of Political Pres 
« tery upon the Revolution-Footing. He regretes in 
Game Place, that when Judicatories had the Benefit of Ac- 
cs unto crowned Heads, that they did not embrace that 
tunity for aſſerting and owning the Principles for 
which we had ſuffered for many Years. 5 
I ſhall not further inſiſt upon the Omiſſions at the Revo- 
lation, ſuch as, the Church's * judicially to aſſert 
the perpetual Obligation of the National Covenant of Sxot- 
land, and of the Solemn League and Covenant of the three 
Nations, with other Particulars that are mentioned in the 
Predbytery's Ad and Teſtimony; in regard the Exceptions 
that are laid by the Author of the Eſſay againſt the 48 
and Teftimony, upon theſe Heads, are ſo very frivolous, 
that they deſerve no Manner of Notice. Tho I have 
en the above Account of the Differences betwixt the 
roceedings of the Aſſembly 1638 and the Conduct of the 
Aſembly 1690, yet I am far from ao that the Aſ- 
ſembly 1638 was in nothing defective; while General Aſ- 
ſemblies conſiſt of ſinful and fallible Men, their Proceedings 
vill be always imperfect and defective: Bur it is evident 
from the Inſtances that I have given, that the Teſtimony 
of the Church of Scotland, as it was ſtated in former Times 
for our Covenanted Reformation, and againft a Courſe of 
Defe&ion from the ſame, was in many Inftances dropt or 
departed from in the Lear 1690 ; as alſo, that the Church 
of Scotland, in her judicative Capacity the foreſaid Year, 
va far from being ſo faithful in teſtifying againſt a Courſe 
of Defection and Backſliding betwixt the Years 1660 and 
1688, as the Aſſembly at Glaſgow was, in teſtifying againſt 
the Courſe of Deſection carried on before the Year 1638; 
ad this made ſome of the old Men who had ſeen our firſt 
e r 
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who were not t convinced of 7 Guiltineſs, nor r humbled 
for the ſame, Sc. Therefore, for the better determi 
the Truth of the Siticerity of the Repentance of thoſe v 
deſite to be admitted to the Covenant and Communion, 
they 2 and ordain, © That none of theſe Perſom 
2 250 are debarred from the Covenant and Co 
re ſhall be admitted and received thereunto, but ſuch 
« after exact Trial, ſhall be found, for ſome auen 
Time before or after” the Offer of their Re 
« to have in their orditiary | Converſation £ ven real Tek 
« mony of their Diflike of the late unla uf emev!, 
« and of the Courſes and Ways of Malignants; and of they 
Sorrow for their Acceſſion to the ſame; and to live ſo⸗ 
* perly, righteouſly and godly, &.“ And, after 
enumerate ſeveral Sorts who have made Defectio 
8 from the Covenant, they ordain, « Thar thes 
«-notwirhſtanding their Profeſſion of Repentance, be-na 
u fuddenly received; but a competent Time, actdriling 
OY to the Diſcretion of the udicatory, be aſſigued ya: 
« fot che Trial of the Ex — their Repentar 
1 cording t6 to the Qualifications aboye- mentiqne der 
ral other Evidences might be given, that the i 
ut that "Time wen very cautiqus and tender ir 
into the nt as they had Ground to 
were dealing deceitfully in the Matters of God; and 
E our e Err others to prove chat the leaf ber 
rities were exerci any ſuch who ſcrupled at the 
"Covenants upon any real Tendarnefs of Cotifetence, yes, 
doubt if there were any ſuch in Scotland at chat Time. 
With reſpecł to the Proceedings e 
Author thinks fit to c . i we 
the Aſſembly 1639, as 
and ſevere Penalties; Ee Tay” 
Council * 5 1 to injoin the . 
to be taken his 's 
and Duality ſoever, ns os . Which f 
and Supplication was granted by the Parliament, add. 
ordained and enacted accordingly.” Our Author, 23 
*alledges, That under all Cioll Paus might be include 
Confiſcation of Goods, Impriſonmemt, Baniſhment, f 
-feiritig of Life and Fortune. To which I aer, Th 
*T do bot pretend to have Skill in the Law, WR "Hah 
_ heard it affirmed” by ſuch as are well | 
Ker Laus That unlefs' the Law ne 5 Ds 
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ap other, | 8885 the hig annexed to — Parlia- 
cannot be ps 9 — in Law to amount 
Fear ; and that, when the Puniſhment is all Civil Pains, 
1 is at Liberty to proportion the Puniſhment 
Nature of the oy pn = and the Quality of the Of- 
And therefore, when the Covenant was injoined 
ate all Civil Pains, . to me that no more” was 
intended. than, that the Refuſers of the Covenant ſhould 
rot be 8 0 unto Places del pablick Tra ; Las this I 
hum e may be y ica beſides, 
when 1 e ee ee Parliament 1640, ra- 
nifying the Covenant, Ec. after the Clauſe of all Civil Pains, 
it u ſubjoin'd, 4 And.alſo (viz. the Parliament) lcd 
« the ſamen (viz. the Covenant) to be preſented at 
Entry of every Parliament, and, — they p —— 
to any other Act, that the ſame be publickly — and 


ſuorn by. the whole Members of Parliament claimi 


Voice therein; , otherwiſe the Refuſers to ſabſcribe a 
4 ſpear the, ſame "ſhall. have no Place nor Voice in Parlia- 
« ment,”,, Here the Reader may obſerre, that no higher 
enalty is decerned againſt ſuch N thay PERS ng 
815 1 hos in Parliament. In like LM 2571 
888 adges,. Magiſtrates, or ot oo 
* whatſoever. Place, Rank or Quality, and ede * 
i their Entry, to ſwear and ſubſcribe the ſame Cove 
flere the Parliament do clearly explain themſelves. _ — 
* unto the Penalty ſo much quarrelled by our Author: 
if our Author ſhall make it evident unto me, that the 
cuil Puniſhment, for a ſimple reſuſing of the Covenant 
x carried any higher than as I have mentioned, I ſhall 
jeld unto him that the Parliament 1640 were wrong, nei- 
ther ſhall I juſtify the Supplication of the Aſſembly 1639. 
Our Author appears to me very dubious and dark in his 
Reaſonings concerning Civil Penalties annexed unto Church- 
Keciſons or pa Oaths, as alſo concerning Church- 
enſures inflicted upon the Refuſal of religious Oaths. 1 
rate Room to purſue our Author at this Time in his 
kreral Reaſonings upon, theſe Heads; and therefore I Hall 
wly propoſe a few. Queſtions.to him, an Anſwer to which 


y, wi ncedfyl for clearing the Queſtions upon the Field: 
ad 1 ſhall. pat. tell him what ſome others ſay:upan them, 
giye mine on Judgment plainly — — — and 1 

e hoe will deal-in che ſame Freedom and Plain- 


If, Whether « or not a Law, whether Civil or Eccle- 
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4 Authority, in Matters of DEN = 
. I hope our Author will not refluſe, 
Swearing. unto the Lord in rekgious Matters is-a polite 
in oined under the New Teſtament, as well at undey 
the Old; and that it is Duty to ſwear 2 1 Ou 
| required by. lawful Civil or ical Authoruy; 
if there is not a Penalry annexed: unto the Law, if 
2 be aid to be impoſed: by Authority; A Lan wi. 
danction, is only a mere n 
— . yed or diſobe yed i edſes.; All 
the e have the moſt awful Certification anner. 
ed unto them; yet I hope-it will not be cherefare aid; 
that Men are forced to Obedience. Hence, when our f. 
thor; from the Scripture-inflances he | gives, coll the 
Huace was uſed in taking theſe ſolemn 


flects upon the Laws and HE of the —— 
ver. A 8 when he ſays, The Impoſing of our ſolnn 
Covenants. under the Penalties he 1 ;; Was u firory 


Temptation to the dreadful Sin of Perun: it is en 
rious and unſound Reflection, in regard the 
and Wickedneſ of Mens Hearts may ffrongly tewpt | 
=> . Sin: But a righteons: win — the 
| Penalty. is, when it requires a Dury expre | 
by the great and ſupreme Lawgiver, ca d ſaſe 
be ſaid. co be a firong Temprar above. 
Sin Our Aythor indeed adds, p. 111. « F am fin un 
. thinking the Impoſing of a lawful. Oath under a o 
« Penalty, will make it ſinful to take that Oath ; 
< may be, yea, in my Opinion, it Sate 
be Impoſers to injoin ſuch a ſolemn religious Ob us 
— der a devere Peary ; eſpecially if in that Oatho ue are 
Jobi ir, chat, in raking irꝭ ce are nt 
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Ge kothbe ray dei ad) Whether. ar nat the Serge es 
be nentions do-wartant any ſuch Penalty 7 Our Pregby- 
gran vines have hitherto pled them for Penalties af the 5 
Nad: He may fee” amongſt others Mr. Gilleſpie in his 
Mfellanier, p. zog. Our Author upon the Frey Sep- 
ures obſerves, p. m3: That “ theſe Oaths or Covenants 
* vere wholly and altogether Divine, not only as to their 
Matter, bur alſ e the Form, Words, and every 
Expreſſion: So that People could not be under the 
„hei Helararion, Doubt or Scruple as to the Lawfulneſs 
af all contained in them.” I want that our Author may 
aplan himſelf, when he ſpeaks of the Firm,” Words, and 
+ tr, on of a Covenant, as neceſſary in oder to 
venant wholly and aliqget ber 3 "If our Au. 
hor ems, That the expreſs Words as they were tit by” 
Gan Pencian ate neceflary, then we cantbt have; A 
Corenant 4 ly and- alto ether Divine, unleſs it is among 
has do very wel and the Hebrew N 
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Hefitation, as well as that which is conta 
Scriprare-words, If our Author does not grant 

plcads the Cauſe of ſuch as refuſe the. War 

of Confeſſions of Faith; and the Reader may foe hr 

3 —— as he has laid it gainf our N ional Coven 
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Civil Sanction to ſuch Acts and Conſſitutions of her udi 
Catories as are founded upon the Word of 1 ; And, 
ir nor the Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate in this 
is Guardian both Ts of the Law, to give 


is all that was done b oh General Aſſembly, 197770 5 
above · mettiĩoned Act. And, if our Author iu. in ary 
Doubt about this, be may conſult our Presbyterian Di 
mew ſuch? as Mr. Rutherford. and Mr. ne upon th 
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U, T 121 our Author, W kether or not 
2, Church, who have embraced one Con 
Paith,” one Form of Church-government,, one Director 
for Worſhip , may require it of all her Membors, in or 
der to full Communion in all ſcaling Ordioances, hat ff 
confeſs; acknowledge, and ſwear to abide in the ra Ut 
and Obedience of t : ſame Doctrine, Worſhip, Gaver- 
ment and Diſcipline ? Is not this F ance Confeſhig and 
Avouching of the Lord and his Truths? Is pot this de: 
ceſſary to the Unity of the particular Organick B 
if not, warranted from tbe ord of the ord ?, 2 


Fee From ch Fer of Ac Fn 
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e Period for making the e a Lem 
Communion; particularly; gainſt the Ac 
2 38, requiring, that all Petfons wharſoercr 
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per, '*O4#* has indeed given abundant Evidence 
od of Laxneſi with ref; * to Terms of Communion, ® 
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175 ay the Lord may preſerve 
71 is lax Principles. Our Au- 
Argument 7 the Act of Aſſembiy 
in a confident anner tells us, That. the 


1645, 
King of Zion never defi ign d to make i it a Term of Com- 


« munion, ſo as no ſerious Soul, who might — to 
&rake'thar ſolemn Oath becauſe of x, Exprefhons in 
iti ſhould not be admitted to his Table.” I ſhall not in- 
l upon the invidious Compariſon that he makes, p. 168. 
bawixt the Act of Aſſembly 1642, and the ener 
7p; the Abſurdity of it may be o ious to any. 

this Head of N 1 Communion, I ask our * 
Gabe refuſe Wer the Duties we are bound to in the Co» 
yenants are ſuch as we are bound unto antecedentiy unto 
the ſaid Oat? Yea, we, were bound unto every one 
theth materially 1 when we were baptiſed, In all the 2 
exptions that he has 7 1 againſt our e wy he 
has not pointe at an ty ve are thereby engag | 
to which we are not bound tho” there 1 — been no daes 
CVenant. 1a Nom our Author, What if ſome ſerious 
Souls ſhould ſtrupſe at one or mo Articles TS our Con- 
ſello of Fait h 5 ill he therefore lay aſide the 
on of Faith when he baptiſes Children ? Or, „ y Con- 
— of Faith be framed, but, according to our 's 
Way of Reaſoning by fone ſcrious Souls may be found who 
vo may cre ſome Expreſſions in t for of the 
Nute all Confeſſions of Faith uſt be baniſhed out of t 
Clurchez, of Chrift : This is indeed very agrecable unto. 
che lat Principles he has vented, but oppoſite to all the 
Principles'of thi reformed Churches. 
"He OY 100 the Act of Aſſembly 1639, Sell. 23. 
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11 =_ of Degrees, why might not the ew 
250 ks of ſuch, who were graduate in the; Uniy 
2 0 Evidence of their Soundneſs in the, Faith l. T 
* ms not à new Thing i in this Church; it was ordained by 
. the Aſſembly 1581, and always praftiſed i in tho-Unjverſities. 
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e ighr nd Title to ail -bis other Bumi- 
run ger um Great Brithim; in they fo not 
low wharialt rheſs Dominibns are, and it is like do not 
on what his 's "Right and Title is unto them! 
hr I doubt not but our Aurhor will reckon ſuch abo move 


Ne 4. "i246 1. 4 MR 1 nd ee aan 
Direction; but, in order to ur altas ON *tis-necefl; 
that I firſt tranſcribe their faxth, viz. © Ar 1 « 
« ſhip, a ſpecial Care is to be i chat. each Family keep 
& by chemſelves: Neither r ng, inviting,” nor ini 
os ting Perſons from diverſe . galcts it be hel 
who are lodged with them, or at Meal, or otherwiſe 
vit them upon ſome law ful Occaſion. Then fo 
| the ſeventh Article mentiahed by our Author, -viz. * W- 
4 ſocycr hath been the Effects and Fruits of 
«. Perſom of diverſe Faniilies, in the Times ef Cortupdi 
4 or Trouble (in n e pa . Pr ore. umend 
able, which otherwiſe are not tolerable) | 
de hath bleſſed us witk Peace and Purity + 1 8 Golpe 
« ſuch Meetings of Perſons of diverſe Families (except 
+ Caſes mentioned in theſe Directions) are to be -diſi 
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2 roved, as tendin 1 Hindrance of the religi 
« xerciſc of each by itſelf, tothe Prejudice ſd 
the pablick Miniſtry, 45 G18 Author gives it al 
ion, that in the above chat Aﬀembly d 
clared againſt Fellowſhi $ for Prayer and Chrifiih 
8 exe; I know not by That Sperl aur Auchor il 


is Manner of. bo | chore cannot he a more 
laid againſt an Aſſembly than this that: Fares yo 
SrncnoeThons Directions char this Aſſembly give yy dnn 
and ſreret Worſhip. Any who is not blind may 
the above Articles, that the Direction here. 19 25 i 
Aſſembly is, That each Family by itſelf thou 
the Worſhip of God; and that which is 3 
the Meeting of Perſons: of direrſe Families fr 
the Hindrance of the religious Exerciſe of exch Fea Ur. 
itſelf; and this is what they had good Reaſon to <onde 
as havi a Tendency to the bad Effect that they ws 
tion. Our Author tells us from Guibrie iii his Mes 
That the above Act or Conclufion was naiv al . 
into by ſeveral eminent Miniſters, ſome of Whom het 
tions, who! met 2 confer about that Aſſair in Mr. E ae 
Jox's Chamber 1639; That is, An of the A 
42647 . concluded hy ſeveral: 40 109 8 
ſever: Years before it was enacted. Ade dr 
this Story from Guthrie s Memoirs. Sever '6f his 
and theſe none of the weakeſt; have therebyſbten ũnp 
upon, and thought that our Author told eee 
from one bf theſe eminent Miniſters Mei 
#illiam Gutbrie : But, to ive them, muſt i 
Ew, that this Guthrie was one ac Me: Hey Gelb, vi 
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made 2 conſiderable 80 of 21 kar ach Reformation 
kefore che Tear 1662; but at that Time he gumpliec wih 
Fly; and received the Biſhopriek-of Danlela as his Re- 
ward in OT 1665. r — afſiot- 
in * the Biſhop tells us a very 2 
ee Some (ſays ve) eame from England, 
tho were ſuppoſed to favour tie Browniftical Way; and 
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